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Did  you  know  that 
Southern  Miss  alumni  could 
save  money  on  auto  insurance? 


SOUTHERN  MISS 


ALUMNI 


ASSOCIATION 


_  ^   <0*     ' 


You  may  already  know  that  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  alumni  can  get  a 
special  group  discount  on  auto  insurance 
through  Liberty  Mutual's  Group  Savings 
Plus1  program.  But  did  you  know  that 
you  could  save  even  more  with  a  group 
discount  on  your  home  insurance,  and  a 
multi-policy  discount  if  you  insure  both 
your  auto  and  home? 

To  learn  more  about  all  the  valuable 
savings  and  benefits  available  through 
Group  Savings  Plus,  call  today. 


AUTO 


HOME 
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Find  out  just  how  much  more  today. 

•  Call  1-888-751-5644  and  mention  client  #113257 

•  Go  to  www.libertymutual.com/lm/southernmissalumni 

•  Or  visit  a  Liberty  Mutual  office  near  you 


Responsibility.  What's  your  policy? 


Iffc  Liberty 
W*  Mutual 


This  organization  receives  financial  support  for  allowing  Liberty  Mutual  to  offer  this  auto  and  home  insurance  program. 

Coverage  provided  and  underwritten  byLiberty  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  175  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA.  Coverage  provided  and  underwritten  by  The  First  Liberty  Mutual  Insurance  Company  and  its  affiliates,  175  Berkely 
Street,  Boston.  A  consumer  report  from  a  consumer  reporting  agency  and/or  a  motor  vehicle  report  on  all  drivers  listed  on  your  policy  may  be  obtained.   ©2008  Liberty  Mutual  Insurance  Company.  All  Rights  Reserved. 
Liberty  Mutual  is  an  Equal  Housing  Insurer. 
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PAYNE  PROMISES  TO  KEEP 
ASSOCIATION  MOVING  FORWARD 

There  is  no  mistaking  that  2007-08  was  a  remarkable  year  for  the  Alumni 
Association.  Among  other  accomplishments,  the  Association  successfully 
concluded  the  $3  million  Ogletree  House  Campaign  and  began  construction 
to  restore  and  expand  its  historic  home  in  January.  That  being  said,  the  or- 
ganization's members  can  be  certain  that  new  president  Jim  Payne's  plans  for 
2008-09  are  no  less  ambitious. 

GOLDEN  EAGLES  ON  THE  ATTACK 

With  the  announcement  of  its  18th  head  coach,  Larry  Fedora,  on  Dec.  12. 
2007,  a  new  era  in  Golden  Eagle  football  began  -  not  only  with  a  new  coach 
but  a  new  addition  to  The  Rock  as  well. 

50  YEARS  LATER:  NATIONAL  CHAMPIONS  TO  REUNITE 

November  27,  Thanksgiving  Day  1958,  will  always  be  remembered  as  one  of 
those  special  and  magical  days  in  the  long  and  proud  tradition  of  Southern  Miss' 
athletic  history.  That  day,  a  victory  at  Chattanooga's  Chamberlain  Field  capped 
an  unbeaten  and  untied  season  for  Mississippi  Southern,  which  captured  the  in- 
augural United  Press  International  College  Division  National  Championship. 


FROM  COUNTRY  LAWYER  TO  JUDICIAL  POWERHOUSE 

One  might  expect  the  highest  judicial  position  in  the  state  of  Mississippi  to  be 
reserved  for  a  man  of  pomp  and  prestige;  a  man  who  is  a  bit  unapproachable. 
However,  Jim  Smith  '65,  a  self-described  "country  lawyer  from  Pelahatchie" 
and  the  chief  justice  of  the  Mississippi  Supreme  Court,  acknowledges  he  docs 
not  necessarily  fit  that  mold. 
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"Alumni 
involvement 
is  what  helps 

TAKE  A 
UNIVERSITY  TO 
THE  NEXT  LEVEL. 


-Bruce  Rossmeyer 


Entrepreneur  Bruce  Rossmeyer  is  not  only  the 

OWNER  OF  THE  WORLD'S  LARGEST  HaRLEY-DaVIDSON 

dealership,  he  is  a  dedicated  southern  mlss 

alumnus.  Although  he  resides  in  Florida,  he  can 

often  can  be  found  in  hattiesburg  on  many  fall 

Saturday  afternoons  cheering  on  the  Golden 

Eagles.  And  as  a  Life  Member  of  the  Alumni 
Association  he  will  be  among  those  counted  in 

THE  20,000  IN  2010  CAMPAIGN.  WlLL  YOU? 


RECONNECT 


There's  no  better  way  to  get  keep  in  touch  with  Southern  Miss  than 
through  membership  in  the  Alumni  Association.  And  there's  no  bet- 
ter time  than  the  present  to  become  a  three-year  or  Life  Member  of  the 
Association  to  ensure  you  are  part  of  our  20,000  in  2010  campaign,  a 
drive  to  grow  our  membership  to  20,000  by  the  year  2010. 


We  encourage  you  to  continue  your  sup- 
port of  the  Alumni  Association  and  help  us 
bring  fellow  alumni  back  into  the  family.  To 
become  a  three-year  or  Life  Member,  log  on  to 
SouthernMissAlumni.com  or  call  601.266.5013. 


(NOTES  FROM  HOME 


Creative.  Bold.  Determined. 

Since  becoming  a  part  of  the  Southern  Miss  family  this  past  February,  I  have  witnessed  the 
truth  of  this  phrase  throughout  every  facet  of  our  emerging  university.  It  surfaced  quickly  in  the 
Community-Campus  Core  Dialogues  where  four  strategic  areas  of  focus  were  identified  as  the  key  to 
creating  the  future  of  Southern  Miss.  These  four  strategic  areas — Image  Development,  Connection 
with  the  Community,  Top-Flight  Education  Experiences  and  a  Culture  of  Healthy  Minds  and 
Bodies — serve  as  the  driving  force  that  will  transform  our  vision  into  reality. 

Creative,  bold  and  determined  has  resonated  with  our  faculty  and  staff  as  our  vision  for  this  institution. 
Led  by  the  guidance  of  Dr.  Martha  Saunders,  our  faculty  and  staff  strive  daily  to  contribute  to  the  progres- 
sion of  this  vision.  What  strikes  me  both  personally  and  professionally  about  this  simple  phrase  is  its 
relation  to  my  own  feelings  about  developing  a  newly  formed  Advancement  team  for  Southern  Miss. 

The  term  advancement  is  an  organizational  concept  that  has  been  utilized  by  most  successful  com- 
prehensive universities.  My  background  in  advancement-related  organizations  has  taught  me  the  power 
of  bringing  together  external  affairs,  marketing,  communications,  alumni  relations  and  fundraising  to 
create  an  integrated  family  where  sharing  resources  and  maximizing  our  critical  messages  create  potent 
opportunities  to  move  the  institution  forward.  As  we  focus  on  our  strategic  plan  and  vision  for  our  university,  our 
ultimate  goal  is  to  advance  Southern  Miss  through  our  relationship  with  you,  our  most  valued  supporters. 

As  alumni  and  friends,  you  play  an  essential  role.  We  are  only  as  good  as  our  alumni,  friends,  students,  faculty 
and  staff  perceive  us  to  be,  and  your  support  advances  that  reality.  I  am  overwhelmed  by  the  recent  level  of  enthusi- 
asm shown  by  our  stakeholders.  There  is  much  to  be  excited  about  at  Southern  Miss.  As  we  move  forward,  we  will 
need  your  continued  support.  In  the  coming  months,  you  will  receive  numerous  opportunities  to  give  to  Southern 
Miss.  I  hope  you  will  take  these  opportunities  to  support  an  institution  that  is  creative,  bold  and  determined. 

Providing  support  to  Southern  Miss  is  easy.  As  a  university  community,  we  value  both  the  modest  and  major 
ways  in  which  each  and  every  one  of  us  can  contribute.  We  thank  you  for  the  valuable  support  you  show  by 
attending  arts  events  that  showcase  our  creative  talent,  academic  forums  that  attest  to  our  bold  position  as  the 
premier  research  university  for  the  Gulf  South  and  athletic  events  that  prove  the  strength  of  our  determined 
athletes.  Southern  Miss  is  worth  the  investment  of  both  your  time  and  funds.  We  continue  to  achieve  great  success 
and  attract  national  recognition  in  so  many  areas.  With  the  rising  cost  ol  tuition  and  diminishing  support  from  the 
state,  your  financial  support  is  vital  to  us  as  we  strive  toward  increasing  our  educational  value  to  our  students. 

Your  support  can  be  provided  through  annual,  endowed  or  planned  giving.  Annual  giving  through  the 
Southern  Miss  Annual  Fund  has  a  direct  impact  in  the  lives  of  students  by  funding  scholarships,  closing  the  tu- 
ition gap,  and  developing  and  supporting  distinguished  faculty.  Annual  giving  enables  Southern  Miss  to  continue 
to  provide  opportunities  and  hope  for  today  and  tomorrow's  students. 

Endowment  funds  offer  support  to  Southern  Miss  by  securing  and  maintaining  long-term  support.  Endowed 
scholarships  and  programs  offer  donors  an  opportunity  to  associate  the  name  of  a  family  or  individual  with  a 
project  or  program  of  enduring  worth. 

Planned  giving  provides  support  through  gifts  of  assets  other  than  outright  cash  such  as  stocks  and  bonds, 
real  estate,  life  insurance  and  wills.  Donors  may  benefit  from  a  variety  of  options  that  may  help  them  reach  their 
financial  goals  while  providing  support  to  Southern  Miss. 

No  matter  how  you  choose  to  support  our  university,  every  gift  of  any  amount  makes  a  difference.  Your  gift  will 
greatly  impact  the  lives  of  both  current  and  future  students,  leaving  a  lasting  impression  of  what  it  truly  means  to  be 
a  Golden  Eagle.  We  ask  you  to  join  the  hundreds  of  donors  who  share  your  passion  for  Southern  Miss.  Please  feel  free 
to  contact  me,  and  I  will  personally  help  you  achieve  your  goal  of  making  a  difference  at  Southern  Miss.  Together,  we 
will  advance  the  present  and  future  of  our  great  university  and  continue  to  be  creative,  bold  and  determined. 


Southern  Miss  to  the  Top! 

David  F.  Wolf,  Ph.D. 

Vice  President  for  Advancement 
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NEWS  AROUND  CAMPUS) 


Archaeological  Field  School 
Students  Explore  Biloxi,  State  History 


Students  taking  part  in  the 
University's  Archaeological  Field 
School  in  Biloxi  are  revealing  an 
important  period  of  the  state's  history 
and  gaining  valuable  experience  by 
examining  the  remains  of  a  French 
colonial  settlement  and  cemetery. 

The  Moran  site,  located  near  down- 
town Biloxi,  was  included  in  a  French 
immigration  initiative  when  Biloxi 
served  as  the  capital  of  the  Louisiana 
colony  from  1720  to  1723.  Recorded  ob- 
servations of  skeletal  remains  at  the  site 
date  back  to  1914,  but  the  area  only 
became  fully  accessible  for  explora- 
tion following  Hurricane  Katrina. 

"History  lays  buried  beneath 
our  feet  at  this  site,"  said  Dr.  Amy 
Young,  associate  professor  of 
anthropology  who,  along 
with  colleague 
Dr.  Marie 
Danforth,  is 
leading  the 
school. 


Danforth,  a  professor  of  anthro- 
pology, said  an  examination  of  ship 
records  and  other  evidence  show 
that  immigrants  coming  to  the  area 
were  up  against  extreme  odds,  includ- 
ing poverty  and  disease.  Many  fell  ill 
during  the  voyage  from  Europe  from  a 
variety  of  illnesses.  Once  they  arrived, 
they  encountered  a  lack  of  land  suitable 
for  farming  and  little  financial  support 
from  France  presented  additional  chal- 
lenges to  the  settlers.  Frequent  storms, 
including  hurricanes,  added  to  their 
difficulties.  Eventually,  the  capital  of 
the  French  colony  would  move  to 
New  Orleans. 

The  project  lasted  for  approxi- 
mately one  month.  Participating 
students  gained  valuable,  hands-on 
experience  in  the  principles  of 
archaeological  excava- 
tion, recording,  and 
burial  recovery  and 
analysis  by  working 
the  Moran  site. 


Professor  Named  Top  Young  Historian 

Dr.  Michael  Neiberg's  contributions  to  the  field 
of  history  have  earned  notice  from  the  History  News 
Network,  which  recently  named  the  military  expert  one 
of  its  Top  Young  Historians. 
■  Neiberg,  38,  joined  the  Southern  Miss  faculty  in 

2005  and  serves  as  co-director  of  the  Study  of  War  and 
Society  for  the  University's  Department  of  History.  His 

L\  areas  of  expertise  include  World  War  I  and  American 

\  military  history,  among  others. 

Recipients  of  the  Top  Young  Historian  designation 
are  nominated  and  undergo  a  review  process  for  their 
~  scholarly  research  and  teaching  skills,  and  are  considered 

experts  in  their  field  within  and  outside  of  academia. 
Neiberg  has  authored  several  books,  including,  most 
recently,  "The  Second  Battle  of  the  Marne."  His  work,  "Making  Citizen-Soldiers:  ROTC  and 
the  Ideology  of  American  Military  Service,"  was  a  finalist  for  the  Thomas  J.  Wilson  Prize 
and  was  named  as  a  "Book  for  Understanding  Our  Times"  by  the  Association  of  American 
University  Presses. 

Prior  to  coming  to  Southern  Miss,  he  was  on  the  faculty  of  the  United  States  Air  Force 
Academy,  earning  its  Outstanding  Academy  Educator  Award.  He  has  been  published  in 
and  served  as  editor  or  co-editor  for  numerous  academic  journals  and  other  publications, 
has  contributed  articles  to  the  Los  Angeles  Times  and  New  York  Newsday,  and  served  as  a 
consultant  for  Lucas  Films'  "The  Young  Indiana  Jones"  DVD  collection. 


Did  you 
KNOW? 

Did  you  know  that  the  Department 
of  History  offers  the  best  graduate 
program  in  war  and  society  in  the 
region  and  is  one  of  the  top  10  in 
the  nation?  The  War  and  Society 
Program  also  offers  extensive  study 
abroad  opportunities  at  places 
such  as  England  and  Vietnam. 

More  information  about  the 
program  and  the  Department  of 
History  can  be  found  at  http:// 
www.usm.edu/history. 
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Southern  Miss  President  Appoints 
Cross  Creek  Planning  Committee 

Planning  for  the  development  of  the  new  Cross  Creek  campus  in  Harrison  County 
has  gotten  a  boost  forward  with  the  appointment  of  a  planning  committee  by  University 
President  Dr.  Martha  Saunders. 

The  groups  involved  in  the  planning  process  include  a  leadership  team  and  planning 
committee.  The  leadership  team  is  headed  by  Southern  Miss  Associate  Provost  Pat  Joachim 
who  will  serve  as  the  main  facilitator  of  information  from  the  planning  committee  and  the 
Office  of  the  President. 

Sid  Gonsoulin,  associate  vice  president  of  Student  Affairs  and  Bryan  Billings,  director 
of  project  planning  for  Southern  Miss  Gulf  Coast,  are  co-chairing  the  34-member  plan- 
ning committee  that  comprises  faculty,  staff,  alumni,  students  and  city  representatives 
from  Long  Beach,  Gulfport  and  Pass  Christian. 

Also  working  with  the  planning  committee  is  a  collaborative  group  that  includes 
representatives  of  Eley  Associates  of  Jackson,  Studio  South  Architects  of  Long  Beach  and 
Sasaki  Associates  of  Watertown,  Mass.  These  consultants  were  selected  by  the  University, 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  State  Institutions  of  Higher  Learning  and  the  Bureau  of  Buildings 
and  will  work  with  the  planning  committee  in  creation  of  the  master  plan. 

The  Cross  Creek  site  was  selected  by  the  IHL  in  April  2007  as  the  preferred  location 
for  an  additional  campus  and  is  located  just  north  of  1-10  approximately  five  miles  from 
the  Gulf  Park  Campus  in  Long  Beach. 


Sophomore  Wins 
Miss  Mississippi 

Christine  Kozlowski's  calendar  is  fill- 
ing up  quick,  as  one  might  expect  for  the 
winner  of  the  Miss  Mississippi  Pageant. 

The  sophomore  from  D'Iberville  has 
scrambled  to  a  myriad  of  press  conferences 
and  special  appearances,  including  a  visit  to 
the  floor  of  the  State  Senate  to  hear  a  resolu- 
tion commending  her  for  her  achievement. 

But  for  now,  she's  just  trying  to  get 
used  to  her  new  title.  "I'm  kind  of  over- 
whelmed," said  Kozlowski,  who  earned 
the  title  in  July.  "1  just  haven't  had  time  to 
let  it  sink  in.  It's  been  very  eventful." 

A  member  of  The  Legacy  and  a  nutri- 
tion and  dietetics  major  at  Southern  Miss, 
Kozlowski  has  made  diabetes  education  and 
prevention  her  platform  since  she  became 
active  in  pageants.  At  age  11,  she  dedicated 
herself  to  learning  more  about  the  disease 
after  her  mother  was  diagnosed  with  it. 
Recently,  she  lost  a  grandmother  to  com- 
plications from  diabetes,  and  other  family 
members  have  been  affected. 

She  helped  form  Diabetes  Advocates 
Nourishing  Children's  Education  (DANCE) 
to  promote  education  about  and  preven- 
tion of  the  disease  among  young  people.  At 
Southern  Miss,  she  wasted  no  time  getting 
involved  in  campus  activities  as  a  freshman. 
She  performed  with  the  Southern  Miss  Dance 
Team  at  athletic  events,  which  she  credits  for 
helping  her  get  read}'  for  pageant  competition. 

She  also  joined  the  Student  Dietetic 
Association,  and  served  on  both 
Freshman  Council  and  the  Student 
Athletic  Activities  Council. 
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Southern  Miss  Continues 

Commitment  to  Improving  Campus  Safety 


Last  year,  the  University  was  fea- 
tured in  Safety  Magazine  for  its  efforts  to 
increase  security  on  campus  by  introduc- 
ing residence  hall  card  access  and  video 
surveillance.  But  University  officials  are 
not  resting  on  their  laurels. 

Using  a  combination  of  cutting  edge 
technology,  specialized  training,  an 
increased  number  of  security  person- 
nel, student  input  and  other  strategies, 
Southern  Miss  continues  to  improve  the 
safety  of  the  campus  community  as  the  fall 
semester  continues. 

Dr.  Chris  Crenshaw,  director  of  the 
Department  of  Residence  Life,  said  those 
safety  features  that  earned  Southern  Miss 
mention  in  the  magazine  have  already 
been  enhanced  in  just  the  last  year.  "We're 
using  more  covert  surveillance  now,  but 
we're  always  looking  for  ways  to  increase 
campus  safety  with  the  latest  technology." 

Crenshaw  said  card  access  for  room 
doors  at  Hattiesburg  and  Mississippi 
residence  halls  has  been  added,  along  with 
24-hour  front  desk  staffing  at  a  majority 


of  residence  halls,  which  can  include  uni- 
versity police.  All  visitors  to  any  residence 
hall  must  sign  in. 

Lhe  Residence  Hall  Association,  a 
student  group,  also  does  periodic  evening 
walks  on  campus  in  order  to  gather  informa- 
tion on  security,  such  as  those  concerning 
lighting  and  to  report  vegetation  that  may 
need  trimming  to  prevent  its  use  as  cover. 

Southern  Miss  Chief  of  Police  Bob 
Hopkins  said  night  security  on  campus 
has  increased  from  seven  to  15  officers. 
In  addition,  a  campus  lighting  survey  is 
being  conducted  to  make  sure  all  lights  are 
operational,  along  with  a  Southern  Miss 
Student  Government  Association  survey 
of  campus  for  areas  that  may  need  more 
lights.  The  survey  should  be  completed 
within  the  next  few  weeks. 

Other  improvements  include  replace- 
ment of  crosswalk  lighting  on  West  Fourth 
Street,  along  with  a  new  red  light  on  West 
Fourth  Street  next  to  Pete  Taylor  Park, 
designed  to  better  facilitate  both  motor 
vehicle  and  pedestrian  traffic. 


Southern  Miss  Opens  New  Writing  Center 


With  the  arrival  of  the  new  academic 
year,  students  have  a  new  facility  in  which 
to  hone  their  writing  skills. 

The  new  center  combines  the  services  of 
the  Writing  Center  and  Writing  Lab,  former- 
ly located  in  two,  separate,  smaller  spaces 
on  the  periphery  of  campus,  into  one  space 
and  one  central  location.  The  2,300-square- 
foot  center,  located  just  past  Starbucks  on 
the  first  floor  of  Cook  Library,  is  part  of  the 
University's  Quality  Enhancement  Plan 
(QEP),  "Finding  a  Voice:  Improving  Oral  and 
Written  Competencies." 


As  part  of  the  plan's  mission  to 
improve  communication  competencies,  the 
University  recognized  the  need  to  provide 
additional  funding,  support  and  space  for 
the  existing  Writing  Center  so  that  it  could 
extend  its  efforts  further  and  serve  more 
students  from  across  more  disciplines. 

At  the  heart  of  the  new  center  is  a  broad 
open  space  which  offers  the  capacity  of  12 
tutoring  stations  as  opposed  to  the  former 
center's  three,  as  well  as  an  expanded 
resource  library  of  books  and  other  materi- 
als to  aid  in  tutoring  and  targeted  writing 
instruction.  Administrative  offices  have 
been  incorporated  into  the  center  and  other, 
smaller  features  have  been  added  such  as 
rolling  white  boards  where  a  tutor  and  a 


student  can  illustrate  points  or  work  on  a 
particular  writing  problem. 

"Both  writing  and  tutoring  writing  can 
be  demanding,  and  sometimes  anxious 
work,"  said  Dr.  Melanie  Barthelme, 
Writing  Center  director,  "so  we  designed 
the  center  to  be  an  open,  friendly  and 
easy-going  place  to  come." 

Southern  Miss  junior  Jessica  Hughes 
of  Jackson  said  she  feels  creative  and 
energized  at  the  facility  to  brainstorm 
her  writing  with  tutors.  "The  old  writing 
center  was  helpful,  yet  very  small  and  you 
could  hear  other  tutors  with  students," 
Hughes  said.  "This  new  facility  is  bigger, 
colorful  and  bright.  It  makes  you  think 
outside  the  box." 


"Writing  and  tutoring  writing  can  be  demanding,  and 
sometimes  anxious  work,  so  we  designed  the  center  to 
be  an  open,  friendly  and  easy-going  place  to  come/' 

-  Dr.  Melanie  Barthelme,  Writing  Center  Director 
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Education  and  Psychology  Honors  Alumni 

State  Superintendent  of  Education  and  Southern  Miss 
alumnus  Dr.  Hank  Bounds  was  honored  by  the  College  of 
Education  and  Psychology  as  its  first  Distinguished  Alumnus 
of  the  Year  during  a  banquet  Aug.  29  at  the  Hattiesburg 
Country  Club. 

Bounds  was  named  superintendent  of  education  by  the 
Mississippi  Board  of  Education  in  June  2005  and  began 
serving  Aug.  1  of  that  year.  In  that  post,  he  serves  as  the  chief 
executive  officer  of  the  Mississippi  Department  of  Education 
and  provides  leadership  for  all  school  districts  across  the  state. 
A  graduate  of  Forrest  County  Agricultural  High  School 
in  Brooklyn,  Miss.,  he  holds  bachelor's  and  master's  degrees  from  Southern  Miss 
and  a  doctorate  from  the  University  of  Mississippi.  He  is  a  former  superintendent 
and  high  school  principal  with  the  Pascagoula  School  District,  a  former  principal  at 
Lumberton  and  Forrest  County  Agricultural  high  schools,  and  taught  at  Moss  Point 
and  Petal  high  schools. 

"We  are  so  honored  that  Dr.  Bounds  is  a  product  of  our  teacher  education  program. 
After  all,  how  many  people  can  boast  that  one  of  their  alums  is  the  state  superintendent 
of  education?"  said  Dr.  Wanda  Maulding,  interim  dean  of  the  Southern  Miss  College  of 
Education  and  Psychology. 

Other  Southern  Miss  College  of  Education  and  Psychology  alumni  were  inducted 
into  the  College's  Hall  of  Fame  at  the  same  event,  including  Pamela  Pridgen  (Library  and 
Information  Science),  Dr.  Anthony  A.  Calabrese  (Psychology),  Paul  M.  Blount  (Technology 
Education)  and  David  Mullins  (Child  and  Family  Studies). 


Chemistry  Professor 
Receives  $200,000 
NIH  Grant 

Chemistry  professor  Dr.  Yong  Zhang  has 
already  made  his  mark  mjust  his  first  year 
as  a  member  of  the  Southern  Miss  faculty. 

Zhang's  research,  which  involves 
a  computational  approach  to  studying 
disease  proteins,  recently  earned  an 
Academic  Research  Enhancement  Award 
(AREA)  from  the  National  Institutes 
of  Health  (NIH),  providing  a  total  of 
$217,500  in  funding  over  two  years. 

His  research  project,  titled  "Structure, 
Spectra  and  Roles  of  Metal  and  Active  Site 
in  HNO  Heme  Protein  Complex,"  includes 
the  use  of  high  accuracy  computational 
tools  and  experimental  spectroscopic  data 
that  will  provide  the  missing  details  of 
structural  and  functional  aspects  of  HNO 
interactions  with  metal  centers  in  proteins. 

"The  high  accuracy  and  innovative 
results  from  this  project  will  benefit  future 
studies  in  this  area,  assisting  investiga- 
tions of  problems  in  health,  diseases  and 
therapeutic  treatments  involving  HNO." 
Zhang  said.  "It  also  offers  promise  for  the 
treatment  of  heart  disease  and  stroke." 

HNO  has  been  recently  recognized  as 
an  important  signaling  molecule  in  a  broad 
range  of  physiological  processes  related  to 
health  such  as  vascular  relaxation,  enzyme 
activity  regulation  and  neurological  func- 
tion regulation.  It  also  has  extensive  phar- 
macological effects,  including  enhanced 
cell  oxidative  stress,  blood-brain  barrier 
disruption  and  neutrophil  infiltration  dur- 
ing renal  ischemia/reperfusion. 
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SOUTHERN  MISS 

TRiViA 


Test  your  knowledge  of  Golden  Eagle  football  by  answering  the 
following  questions  below.  Answer  one  or  two  correctly,  and 

earn  a  spot  on  the  scout  team.  Answer  three  or  four  right,  and 
you  might  want  to  check  if  there  is  a  position  available  in  the 
Athletic  Media  Relations  office.  Answer  all  five  correctly,  and 

we'll  assume  you  are  a  regular  at  the  Ace  Cleveland  Press  Box. 

1 .  Which  current  Golden  Eagle  holds  the  record  for 
longest  reception  in  school  history? 

2.  Which  College  Football  Hall  of  Famer  holds  the  school 
record  for  longest  punt  in  school  history? 

3.  Whose  26  tackles  against  Texas  A&M  in  1999  are  the 
most  for  a  single  game  in  school  history? 

4.  Which  Golden  Eagle  passed  for  a  school-record  400 
yards  in  the  season-opener  against  Tulane  in  2001? 

5.  Which  Golden  Eagle  passed  for  the  most  yards  in  his  career? 

SEE  THE  ANSWERS  ON  PAGE  64 
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he  Stade  is  Set... 

2008-09  Theatre  and  Dance  Season— 

Pill  rJrj/jJj£j}j!o    _________________HPQ 

Waiting  for  the  Parade 

by  John  Murrell 

Oct.  1-12                          ^^^^^_^ 

Fall  Dance  Concert                                        ib^. 

Oct.  30-Nov.  2 

The  Cherry  Orchard 

by  Anton  Chekhov 

Nov.  6-16 

For  tickets  and  information 

601.266.5418  •  800.844.8425 

www.southernmisstickets.com 

Upcoming  Events  Calendar 

All  events  are  subject  to  change  and  should  be  confirmed.  Any 
questions  regarding  these  events  can  be  directed  to  the  Southern 
Miss  Alumni  Association  at  alumni@usm.edu  or  call  601 .266.501 3. 
Please  visit  SouthernAAissAlumni.com  for  the  most  up-to-date  calendar. 
All  events  are  located  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus  unless  otherwise 
noted.  For  full  athletics  schedules,  please  visit  SouthernMiss.com. 
Only  home  football  games  are  listed  below. 

October 

4         Golden  Eagle  Football  vs.  UTEP 

The  Rock  /  6  p.m. 

9         The  Symphony  Orchestra 

Featuring  Guitarist  Manuel  Barrueco 

Bennett  Auditorium  /  7:30  p.m. 

70       Sigma  Sigma  Sigma  Reunion 

For  details,  contact  Cindy  Robinson-Robst  at 
cindy_2@southernmissalumni.com. 

77        Golden  Eagle  Football  vs.  Boise  State 

The  Rock  /  7  p.m. 

Washington  D.C.  Area  Alumni 
Game  Watching  Party 

Continental  Modern  Pool  Lounge,  Arlington 

For  more  information,  contact  Paula  Delcambre  at 

prdelcambre@gmail.com. 

21        Southwest  Central  MS  Alumni  Dinner 

Rusty 's  Family  Restaurant,  Brookhaven  /  6:30  p.m. 
For  more  information,  visit  SouthernMissAlumni.com. 

25        Eagle  Landing  (Prior  to  Football  Game  at  Memphis) 
Liberty  Bowl  Fairgrounds  at  Liberty 
Bowl  Stadium,  Memphis  /4:30  p.m. 

Game  Watching  Parties 

Join  alumni  in  the  Washington  D.C,  Huntsville, 
Ala.,  or  Nashville,  Tenn.,  area  to  watch  the  Golden 
Eagles  take  on  Memphis.  For  more  information,  visit 
SouthernMissAlumni.com. 

37        Homecoming  Scholarship 
Golf  Tournament 

Hattiesburg  Country  Club  /8:30  a.m. 

Alumni  Hall  of  Fame  Dinner 

Southern  Oaks  House  and  Gardens, 
Hattiesburg  /6:30  p.m. 


PT* 


November 


7         Alumni  Association  Awards  Brunch  &  Business  Meeting 

Thad  Cochran  Center  /  11  a.m. 

Golden  Eagle  Homecoming  Football  Game  vs.  UAB 

Lhe  Rock  /  7  p.m. 
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Ogletree  House 

Construction 

Continues 

Southern  Miss  alumni  who  have  re- 
turned to  campus  early  this  fall  may  have 
noticed  the  progress  of  one  of  the  most 
visible  projects  in  Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Association  history.  The  restoration  and 
expansion  of  the  home  for  alumni  on  the 
Hattiesburg  campus,  the  Ogletree  House, 
is  continuing,  and  the  Association  expects 
it  to  reopen  in  the  summer  of  2009. 

Honoring  the  legacy  of  one  man,  while 
serving  100,000  others,  the  Ogletree 
House  is  one  of  the  five  original  structures 
still  remaining  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus 
from  Southern  Miss'  founding  nearly  a 
century  ago.  The  Albert  &  Associates 
Architects'  design,  being  constructed  by 
DC  General  Contractors  of  Hattiesburg, 
will  greatly  expand  the  size  of  the  exist- 
ing structure  from  6,500  square  feet  to 
almost  12,800.  In  addition,  the  restoration 
effort  will  help  to  return  the  facility  to  its 
original  glory. 

In  January,  the  Association  celebrated 
the  success  of  a  $3  million  fund-raising 
effort  in  support  of  the  project.  More  than 
800  Southern  Miss  alumni  and  friends 
contributed  to  the  campaign,  which  all 
told  raised  more  than  $3.25  million. 

Alumni  can  continue  to  track  the 
progress  of  construction  through  a  series  of 
photo  galleries  at  SouthernMissAlumm.com. 


Above:  Construction  on  the  expansion  of  the  Ogletree  House  continued  in  September.  The  Association 
expects  the  facility  to  reopen  in  the  summer  of  2009.  The  expansion  of  the  facility  will  increase  the  size  c 
structure  to  nearly  12,800  square  feet,  nearly  doubling  the  size  of  the  original  Ogletree  House,  constructed 
almost  100  years  ago. 


Prominent  Alumna  Reveals  She  Has  Cancer 


Southern  Miss  alumna  Nan  Kelley,  the 
host  ol  two  of  the  Great  American  Country 
(GAC)  network's  most  popular  programs, 
revealed  she  has  cancer  during  a  broadcast 
of  "Top  20  Country  Countdown"  in  May. 

Kelley,  a  former  Miss  Mississippi 
and  communications  graduate  of  the 
University,  is  undergoing  treatments  for 
Hodgkms  lymphoma  but  is  positive  her 
lile  will  not  be  threatened. 

"Over  the  next  lew  months,  I'll  be 
receiving  treatments  for  Hodgkin's  lym- 
phoma," she  told  the  show's  audience  "My 
prognosis  is  very  good  and  1  should  be  just 
line  on  the  other  side." 

"II  you  happen  to  he  going  through 


this  at  this  time  in  your  life,  or  maybe 
you  have  a  friend  or  family  member  gome 
through  this  at  this  time,  1  wanted  to  share 
this  with  you  in  hopes  that  we  can  help 
each  other."  Kelley  continued. 

Since  2003,  Kelley  has  been  a  fixture 
on  one  ot  the  most  popular  and  longest 
running  shows  in  all  of  entertainment — 
the  Grand  Ole  Opry.  She's  the  television 
host  ol  "Opry  Live''  and  has  become  a 
major  personalit)  on  GAC.  In  addition 
to  "Opry  Live"  each  week  she  hosts  the 
fan-voted  "Top  20  Country  Countdown." 
She  also  hosts  many  specials  throughout 
the  year,  including  the  annual  "Academy 
ol  Countr)  Music  Red  Carpet  Show." 
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President 
Jim  Payne,  Jackson,  MS 

President-Elect 
Curt  Hebert,  Mandeville,  LA 


Payne  Promises  to  Push  Association  Forward 


vice  rresioeriT 
Ira  Middleberg,  New  Orleans,  LA 

Past  President 

Lou  Ann  Poynter,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Ron  Russell,  Madison,  MS 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Bob  Pierce,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Board  of  Directors 

Cheryl  Cranford,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Jason  Dean,  Madison,  MS 

Gee  Ogletree,  Flowood,  MS 

Sean  McGee,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Melissa  Medley,  Jackson,  MS 

Martha  Thornton,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Arnie  Williams,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Reed  Allison,  Gulfport,  MS 

Johnny  Atherton,  Gulfport,  MS 

Mike  Chancellor,  Laurel,  MS 

Max  Draughn,  Madison,  MS 

Dave  Estorge,  Gulfport,  MS 

Che  Helfrich,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Andy  Mercier,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Cory  Curtis,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Byron  Jordan,  Waynesboro,  MS 

Mike  McMullan,  Ridgeland,  MS 

Aaron  Puckett,  Madison,  MS 

Brandt  Schmersahl,  Northport,  AL 

Billy  Stewart,  Wiggins,  MS 

David  Williams,  Pearl  MS 

Ex-Officio  Board  Members 

(by  virtue  of  office) 

President  of  the  University 
Martha  Saunders,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

President  of  the  Foundation 
Hon.  James  Thomas,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Vice  President  for  Advancement/ 
Executive  Director  of  the  Foundation 
David  Wolf,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

President  of  the  Athletic  Foundation 
Wayne  Adkison,  Moss  Point,  MS 

CEO  of  the  Athletic  Foundation 
Richard  Giannini,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

President  of  The  Legacy 
Tiffany  Skrmetti,  Hattiesburg,  MS 


There  is  no  mistaking  that  2007-08 
was  a  remarkable  year  for  the  Alumni 
Association.  Among  other  accomplishments, 
the  Association  successfully  concluded  the 
$3  million  Ogletree  House  Campaign  and 
began  construction  to  restore  and  expand  its 
historic  home  in  January. 

That  being  said,  the  organization's 
members  can  be  certain  the  plans 
for  2008-09  are  no  less  ambitious. 
Leading  the  way  as  construction  on  the 
Ogletree  House  is  completed,  and  as  the 
Association  implements 
the  most  aggressive 
membership  campaign  in 
its  history,  is  Jim  Payne. 

Payne,  who  took 
over  as  president  of  the 
Association  from  Lou  Ann 
Poynter  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  fiscal  year, 
has  a  long  and  distin- 
guished history  with  The 
University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  that  dates  back 
to  his  days  as  a  student  on 
the  Hattiesburg  campus 
in  the  early  1960s.  The  Kappa  Sigma  was 
selected  as  the  outstanding  marketing 
student  in  1964,  and  graduated  with  a 
bachelor's  degree  in  business  management 
that  same  year.  Today,  he  is  among  the 
University's  most  dedicated  alumni.  Among 
Payne's  top  priorities  is  to  ensure  that  the 
Association's  20,000  in  2010  campaign  gains 
significant  progress  toward  the  stated  goal 
of  20,000  members  by  the  celebration  of 
the  University's  Centennial  in  2010.  The 
campaign  would  increase  membership  in 
the  Association  by  nearly  25  percent. 

In  addition  to  his  new  role  with  the 
Alumni  Association,  the  Jackson  resident 
presently  serves  on  the  USM  Foundation's 
board  of  directors  and  investment  com- 
mittee. He  has  served  three  terms  as 
president  of  the  USM  Foundation,  and  is 
a  past  president  of  the  Eagle  Club.  His 
numerous  gifts  and  commitments  to  the 
University  include,  but  are  certainly  not 
limited  to,  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign 
at  the  Sponsor  Gift  Level,  the  Symphony 


Jim  Payne 


Orchestra's  Five-in-Five  Campaign,  and 
the  Aubrey  K.  and  Ella  Lucas  Education 
and  Psychology  Endowed  Scholarship. 
Payne  is  a  member  of  the  Foundation's 
Gallery  of  Benefactors  and  a  scholarship 
in  his  name  benefits  a  freshman  from  the 
Jackson  area  each  year.  The  Payne  Center 
on  the  Hattiesburg  campus  is  named  for 
Jim  and  his  brother,  Larry  '67. 

In  1992,  Payne  was  inducted  into 
the  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame,  and  in  2004 
he  was  named  the  College  of  Business' 
Distinguished  Alumnus. 
Also  in  2004,  he  was 
inducted  into  the  Mississippi 
Business  Hall  of  Fame. 

Payne  started  his  profes- 
sional career  in  1964,  when  he 
began  as  a  sales  representative 
for  Proctor  and  Gamble.  After 
six  years  as  a  sales  representa- 
tive and  manager  for  Rucker 
Pharmaceutical  Company 
in  Shreveport,  La.,  he  was  a 
founder  of  UAD  Laboratories 
and  in  1981  began  an  eight- 
year  stint  as  the  company's 
president,  CEO  and  chairman  of  the  board. 
From  1989  to  1991,  he  worked  as  vice  presi- 
dent of  Forest  Laboratories  in  New  York,  and 
he  currently  is  in  his  17th  year  as  president 
of  Payne  Enterprises,  based  in  Jackson. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Association 
of  MBA  Executives,  the  American 
Management  Association  and 
Mississippians  for  Economic  Progress. 
Formerly  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Institutions  of  Higher  Learning's  Inter- 
Alumni  Council,  and  he  served  on  the 
boards  of  directors  for  the  Boys  and  Girls 
Club  of  Metro  Jackson  and  the  Mississippi 
Childrens'  Home  Society,  as  well  as  the 
Andrew  Jackson  Boy  Scouts  Council's 
executive  committee.  He  has  also 
served  as  vice  president  of  the  National 
Pharmaceutical  Association. 

Payne  earned  a  MBA  from  Mississippi 
College  in  1981. 

He  has  two  daughters,  April  Nail  '91 
and  Gina,  and  a  son,  Jonathan,  as  well  as 
four  grandchildren. 
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2008-09  Executive  Committee 


President  Elect 

Curt  Hebert  Jr. 's 
commitment  to  The 
University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  can  be 
measured  in  the  active 
role  he  has  played  assisting  the  University 
since  his  graduation  in  1985.  A  Life  Member 
of  the  Alumni  Association,  Hebert  previ- 
ously served  on  the  Association's  Board 
of  Directors  from  2003  to  2005  and  is  a 
member  ot  the  Eagle  Club. 

Professionally,  Hebert  joined  Entergy 
Corporation  as  Executive  Vice  President, 
External  Affairs,  on  September  1,  2001, 
after  a  lengthy  career  as  a  government 
energy  regulator  on  both  the  federal  and 
state  levels.  His  responsibilities  include 
supervision  of  the  company's  system  and 
federal  government  relations,  system 
regulatory  affairs,  external  and  internal 
communications,  and  corporate  contribu- 
tion functions. 

Hebert,  a  native  of  Pascagoula,  has 
completed  the  Nuclear  Reactor  Technology 
Program  at  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of 
Technology,  and  received  a  juris  doctorate 
from  Mississippi  College  School  of  Law. 
He  is  a  board  member  of  the  Interstate 
Natural  Gas  Association  of  America  and 
a  member  of  the  Natural  Gas  Council.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Mississippi  Bar 
and  the  Energy  Bar  Association.  He  and 
his  wife,  Virginia,  a  1986  alumna,  have 
two  daughters  and  one  son.  They  live  in 
Mandcvillc,  La 


Vice  President 

Ira  Middleberg  is  a 
longstanding  member 
of  the  Louisiana  legal 
community  as  well  as  an 
outstanding  alumnus  oi 
The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 
As  a  Southern  Miss  alumnus,  he  is 
a  Life  Member  of  the  Association,  has 


founded  an  endowed  scholarship  at  the 
University  Foundation  and  is  a  past 
president  of  the  Foundation.  A  member  of 
the  Association's  board  of  directors  since 
2006,  he  now  continues  his  service  to  the 
organization  as  vice  president. 

As  an  attorney  for  the  Dallas,  New 
Orleans  and  Baton  Rouge-based  firm, 
Middleberg  Riddle  &  Gianna,  Middleberg 
has  extensive  experience  representing 
government  entities,  and  has  overseen  the 
firm's  representation  of  clients  developing 
multi-million  dollar  real  estate  projects  in 
Louisiana,  as  well  as  representing  large 
corporate  clients  in  construction,  regula- 
tory and  litigation  matters.  He  earned  his 
juris  doctorate  degree  from  the  Loyola 
University  School  of  Law  in  New  Orleans. 
He  has  been  previously  appointed  special 
consul  to  the  attorney  general  for  the  state 
of  Louisiana,  as  well  as  insurance  commis- 
sioner for  the  state  of  Louisiana.  He  has 
previously  served  as  judge  ad  hoc  for  the 
juvenile  court,  parish  of  Orleans. 

Middleberg  has  two  sons,  Benjamin  and 
Aaron,  a  2005  Southern  Miss  alumnus. 


Past  President 

As  a  professional, 
_,  M        Lou  Ann  Poynter  was 
•A      pH'sklciil  and  I  I  O  nt 
P^J     Magnolia  Federal  Bank 
for  Savings  prior  to  the 
merger  of  Magnolia  Federal  with  Union 
Planters  Bank  on  Nov.  1,  1997.  She  then 
served  as  senior  executive  vice  president 
and  head  of  the  Mortgage  Banking  Division 
of  Union  Planters  Bank,  N.A.  prior  to  her 
retirement  in  July  2004.  She  served  on 
the  board  of  directors  of  Union  Planters 
Corporation,  Memphis,  Tcnn.,  and  Regions 
Financial  Corporation,  Birmingham,  Ala., 
through  June  2005. 

Active  in  University  and  community 
affairs,  the  Hattiesburg  native  is  a  member 
of  the  Alumni  1  [all  of  Fame,  a  past 
president  of  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  Foundation  and  currently 


is  a  member  of  the  College  of  Business 
Advisory  Council.  On  Sept.  19,  she 
was  honored  as  the  College  of  Business' 
Distinguished  Alumna. 

Along  with  her  husband  Louis,  who 
is  also  a  Southern  Miss  alumnus,  Poynter 
made  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign's  Lead 
Gift.  In  addition,  she  was  one  of  six  promi- 
nent alumni  who  allowed  the  Association 
to  feature  her  image  in  a  billboard 
campaign  that  delivered  the  message 
"Southern  Miss  Alumni.  Now.  Forever." 

During  her  professional  career,  she  was 
active  in  the  Mississippi  Bankers  Association 
and  served  on  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
America's  Community  Bankers  and  the 
Financial  Managers  Society,  Inc. 

Poynter  currently  serves  on  the 
boards  of  directors  of  the  Greater  PmeBelt 
Community  Foundation  and  the  Forrest 
General  Healthcare  Foundation. 

The  Poynters  have  one  daughter,  Melissa, 
who  graduated  from  Southern  Miss  in  2002 
and  received  her  juris  doctorate  from  the 
University  of  Mississippi  in  2006.  Melissa 
currently  resides  in  Birmingham,  Ala.,  with 
her  husband,  Jeffrey  Powell  '03. 


Finance  Committee  Chair 

A  1984  account- 
ing graduate  and 
Life  Member  of  the 
Association,  Ronald 
Russell  is  a  certified  public  accountant  in 
private  practice.  He  is  active  in  the  Central 
Mississippi  Alumni  Chapter  and  the  Eagle 
Club  and  has  served  both  organizations 
as  treasurer.  Russell,  who  is  returning 
for  his  second  term  as  a  member  of  the 
Association's  board  of  directors,  has  served 
on  the  Southern  Miss  Foundation  Board  of 
Directors  and  was  a  founding  member  of 
the  College  ot  Business  Advisory  Council. 
Russell  was  awarded  the  Outstanding 
Sen  ice  Award  in  1994  and  the  Continuous 
Service  Award  in  2002  He  and  his  wife 
Monica  have  established  an  accounting 
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scholarship  with  the  University. 

Active  in  his  professional  commu- 
nity, Russell  has  served  on  the  Board  of 
Governors  for  the  Mississippi  Society 
of  CPAs  and  is  a  former  president  of  the 
Central  Chapter.  He  has  served  as  trea- 
surer for  the  Jackson  Touchdown  Club  and 
the  Jackson  Jaycees. 

Russell  and  his  wife  are  active  mem- 
bers of  Broadmoor  Baptist  Church,  where 
he  has  served  on  numerous  committees 
including  Finance  Committee  chairman. 


CORY 

Curtis 


Cory  Curtis  received 
his  bachelor's  degree  in 
marketing  in  1988.  He 
later  received  an  MBA 
from  the  University  of 
Alabama  at  Birmingham,  and  is  currently 
a  senior  sales  representative  for  Abbott 
Laboratories.  He  is  a  former  regional 
manager  for  ROHO  Inc.,  an  international 
medial  equipment  manufacturer.  Curtis 
is  a  10-year  member  of  the  Alumni 
Association  and  an  Eagle  Club  member. 
Curtis  and  his  wife  Carmen  have  two 
children,  Kennedy  and  Colby.  He  is  an  ac- 
tive member  of  First  Baptist  Church,  where 
he  serves  as  deacon,  youth  group  leader 
and  a  member  of  the  Finance  Committee. 


BYRON 

ORDAN 


Byron  Jordan  is 
executive  vice  president 
of  First  State  Bank 
in  Waynesboro.  A 
Life  Member  of  the 
Alumni  Association,  Jordan  is  a  member 
of  the  Eagle  Club  and  an  Ogletree  House 
Campaign  contributor.  He  is  past  president 
of  the  Southeast  Central  Alumni  Chapter 
and  past  president-elect  of  the  Hattiesburg 


Metro  Alumni  Chapter.  Jordan  has  been 
a  recipient  of  both  the  Association's 
Outstanding  Service  Award  and  the  Young 
Alumnus  of  the  Year  Award. 

Jordan  is  active  in  his  community  and 
serves  as  secretary  of  the  Waynesboro 
Rotary  Club  and  is  a  volunteer  of  the 
Wayne  County  4-H  Club  Skeet  Team.  He 
has  served  as  company  coordinator  for  the 
United  Way  of  the  Pine  Belt  and  has  vol- 
unteered as  a  Dixie  Youth  Baseball  coach. 

Jordan  and  his  wife  Linda  have  two 
sons,  Daniel  and  David.  They  attend 
Calvary  Baptist  Church  of  Waynesboro. 


MIKE 

MULLAN 


**  ^  Dr.  Michael  R. 

t£?  I       McMullan  is  currently 

^^  H     an  interventional  car- 

diologist at  the  Jackson 
Heart  Clinic.  He  previously  served  as  the 
clinical  chief  of  cardiology  and  director 
of  the  Cardiology  Fellowship  Training 
Program  at  the  University  of  Mississippi 
Medical  Center  (UMMC). 

McMullan  received  his  bachelor's 
degree  in  chemistry  from  Southern  Miss  m 
1987,  graduating  summa  cum  laude  from 
the  Honors  College.  He  was  an  Aubrey 
K.  Lucas  Presidential  Scholar,  named  Mr. 
USM  by  the  student  body,  inducted  into 
the  USM  Hall  of  Fame  and  received  the 
Sigma  Chi  Fraternity  International  Balfour 
Award,  the  highest  award  an  undergradu- 
ate can  receive. 

Since  earning  his  doctorate  at  UMMC 
and  completing  his  cardiology  fellowship  at 
Duke  University  Medical  Center,  McMullan 
has  been  successful  in  his  professional 
community.  He  has  served  as  Mississippi's 
Governor  for  the  American  College  of 
Cardiology  and  was  named  UMMC  Clinical 
Professor  of  the  Year  for  2004-05.  In  2000, 
he  was  also  named  Department  of  Medicine 
Teacher  of  the  Year. 

An  active  community  member, 
McMullan  has  served  as  chairman  of  the 


deacons,  Sunday  school  teacher,  choir 
member  and  previous  director  of  Men's 
Ministry  at  Broadmoor  Baptist  Church.  He 
has  served  at  the  Jackson  Free  Clinic  and 
is  a  past  coach  for  the  Madison-Ridgeland 
Youth  Association. 

McMullan  and  his  wife  Missy 
'87  are  Life  Members  of  the  Alumni 
Association  and  have  two  children, 
Courtney  and  Matthew. 


AARON 

CKETT  TR. 


Aaron  Puckett  is  a 
currently  a  professor 
within  the  Department 
of  Biomedical 
Materials  Science 
and  associate  professor  of  Orthopedic 
Surgery  and  Rehabilitation  at  the 
University  of  Mississippi  Medical  Center. 
He  has  been  a  faculty  member  at  UMMC 
for  more  than  24  years. 

Puckett  is  a  member  of  the  Eagle 
Club  and  the  President's  Circle.  He  is 
a  former  board  member  and  finance 
committee  member  for  the  Southern 
Miss  Foundation  and  chairs  the  dean's 
advisory  council  for  the  College  of 
Science  and  Technology.  Puckett  has 
been  elected  to  Sigma  Xi  Research  Society 
and  is  an  honorary  member  of  Omicron 
Kappa  Epsilon.  He  is  active  in  the  Society 
for  Biomaterials,  the  International 
Association  of  Dental  Research  and  the 
American  Chemical  Society.  He  serves  on 
the  board  of  directors  for  the  Southern 
Biomedical  Engineering  Conference  and 
was  chosen  for  the  Mississippi  Academy 
of  Sciences  Award  for  Outstanding 
Contributions  to  Science. 

Puckett  has  been  awarded  the  Silver 
and  Gold  Medallions  for  Excellence  in 
Research  and  has  written  more  than  50 
peer  review  articles,  numerous  book 
chapters  and  over  100  scientific  abstracts. 
He  serves  as  a  graduate  faculty  member  at 
four  institutions,  including  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi.  Puckett  is  an 
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adjunct  professor  of  chemistry  at  UAB  and 
an  adjunct  professor  in  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  and  Bioengineering  at 
Mississippi  State  University. 

Puckett  and  his  wife  Leslie  '80  are  Life 
Members  of  the  Alumni  Association.  They 
have  two  children,  Courtney  Love  '86,  '88 
and  Eric  David. 


Brandt  Schmersahl 
is  currently  the  South 
Central  Regional  hu- 
man resources  director 
and  university  recruit- 
ing director  for  Cintas  Corporation. 

A  Life  Member  of  the  Alumni 
Association,  Schmersahl  is  an  Eagle  Club 
member  and  an  Ogletree  House  Project 
contributor.  He  is  a  past  president  of  the 
Rankin  County  Alumni  Chapter  and  is  a 
past  president  and  board  member  of  Sigma 
Phi  Epsilon  Housing  Committee. 

He  has  served  Cintas  as  a  member  of 
the  sales  department,  corporate  director 
of  staffing  and  is  a  member  of  the  "Exec- 
u-tech"  faculty.  Schmersahl  has  served  on 
the  board  of  directors  for  Students  in  Free 
Enterprise  and  the  Cincinnati  Chapter  of 
the  National  Hispanic  MBA.  He  has  served 
on  Cintas'  Corporate  Diversity  Committee 
and  the  Corporate  HR  Six  Sigma  Executive 
Steering  Committee.  Prior  to  joining 
Cintas,  Schmersahl  worked  for  McRae's 
Corporation  for  18  years. 

Schmersahl  has  been  recognized 
twice  as  a  member  of  Outstanding  Young 
Professionals  of  America.  He  has  served 
on  the  board  of  directors  and  allocation 
committee  for  the  United  Way  of  West 
Alabama.  He  is  a  past  president  of  the 
Tuscaloosa  Personnel  Association  and 
the  Workers  Compensation  Association 
of  West  Alabama.  Schmersahl  is  also  a 
past  vice  president  of  Tuscaloosa  Human 
Resources  Professionals. 

He  and  his  wife  Jo  Ann  76  have  two 
children,  Jason  and  Leigh. 
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Dr.  Billy  W.  Stewart 
is  currently  the  vice 
president  for  adminis- 
tration and  finance  at 
Mississippi  Gulf  Coast 
Community  College.  Prior  to  his  appoint- 
ment to  this  position,  Dr.  Stewart  was 
employed  by  Copiah-Lincoln  Community 
College,  where  he  served  as  dean  of  the 
Simpson  County  Center  and  as  dean  ot 
Community  Services. 

A  native  of  Pearl,  Stewart  earned 
his  bachelor's  degree  in  history  and 
his  master's  degree  in  curriculum  and 
instruction  from  Southern  Miss.  While 
in  Hattiesburg,  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Sigma  Chi  Fraternity,  Student 
Government  Association,  President's 
Cabinet  and  Southern  Style.  He  was  voted 
Mr.  University  at  Southern  Miss  and  was 
selected  for  inclusion  in  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi  Hall  of  Fame.  He 
earned  his  doctorate  in  higher  education 
administration  from  Mississippi  State 
University  in  1997. 

Stewart  is  active  in  the  recreational 
program  in  Stone  County  and  he  and  his 
family  are  active  members  of  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Wiggins,  where  he  serves  as  a 
Sunday  school  teacher. 

Stewart  and  his  wife  Stephanie  have 
four  children:  Stephen,  Will,  Elizabeth 
and  Emily. 


David  Williams 
currently  serves  as 
the  leader  of  the 
Health  Care  Services 
Reimbursement  and 
Advisory  practice  with  HORNE  CPAs  and 
Business  Advisors  of  Jackson.  He  also 
chairs  the  firm's  Personnel  Committee, 
Williams  has  served  on  the  Southern 


Miss  Foundation  Board  of  Directors  and 
is  currently  a  member  of  the  Foundation's 
Investment  Committee.  He  is  a  Life 
Member  of  the  Alumni  Association  and 
is  currently  pursuing  a  master's  degree  in 
public  health  at  Southern  Miss. 

Williams  is  a  Fellow  of  the  Healthcare 
Financial  Management  Association  and  a 
member  of  the  National  Editorial  Review- 
Committee  for  the  organization's  maga- 
zine. He  is  a  member  of  the  Mississippi 
Society  of  Certified  Public  Accountants 
and  has  served  on  the  Health  Care 
Services  Committee.  Williams  is  also 
a  member  of  the  American  Institute  of 
Certified  Public  Accountants. 

An  active  community  member, 
Williams  serves  on  the  Rankin  County 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  is  a  member 
of  Park  Place  Baptist  Church,  where  he 
serves  as  choir  president  and  is  a  member 
of  the  mixed  ensemble,  Soul  Purpose. 

Williams  and  his  wife  Cindy  have  two 
sons,  Wilson  and  Wesley. 


Did  you 
KNOW? 

Did  You  Know  that  the  Association 
accepts  nominations  year-round 
for  its  board  of  directors  as  well  as 
all  awards  presented  annually  at 
Homecoming,  including  the  Alumni 
Hall  of  Fame? 


This  year's  Awards  Brunch  and 
Business  Meeting  will  be  held  Nov. 
1  at  the  Thad  Cochran  Center  on 
the  Hattiesburg  campus. 

To  make  a  nomination  for  2009,  visit 
SouthemMissAlumni.com  and  click 
"Make  an  Award  Nomination"  in 
the  Awards/Scholarships  section. 
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Alumni  Association, 
Admissions  Sponsor 
Senior  Send-Offs 

This  summer,  the  Alumni  Association 
and  Office  of  Admissions  launched  a 
new  tradition  for  incoming  freshmen  by 
co-sponsoring  Senior  Send-offs  in  the 
Hattiesburg,  Gulf  Coast  and  Jackson  areas. 
The  Hattiesburg  Senior  Send-off  was  host- 
ed at  the  Canebrake  Clubhouse  on  June 
10;  the  Jackson  Senior  Send-off  was  held 
in  conjunction  with  the  All-Star  Party  at 
the  Mississippi  Trademart  on  July  17;  and 
the  Gulf  Coast  Senior  Send-off  was  a  part 
of  the  Beach  Bash  at  the  Hard  Rock  Live 
in  Biloxi  on  July  24.  Incoming  freshmen 
were  officially  welcomed  to  the  Southern 
Miss  family  by  Student  Government 
Association  President  Melissa  Cirino  and 
hundreds  of  enthusiastic  alumni. 

"These  events  were  a  great  opportunity 
for  us  to  introduce  freshmen  to  Southern 
Miss  traditions  and  to  get  excited  about 
the  next  chapter  of  their  lives  as  Golden 
Eagles,"  said  Kierstan  Knaus,  vice  president 
of  Eagle  Connection,  the  official  student 
recruitment  team  for  Southern  Miss. 


Did  you 
KNOW? 

Did  you  know  that  in  addition  to 
numerous  geographic  chapters, 
the  Association's  organized 
alumni  groups  also  include  several 
constituent  societies  based  on 
personal  or  professional  interest? 
The  societies  include  accounting, 
economic  development,  law, 
minority  and  nursing. 


Correction:  Legacy  Scholarship  recipi- 
ent Megan  McPhail's  mother  was  incor- 
rectly identified  in  the  Spring  2008  edition 
of  The  Talon.  McPhail  is  the  daughter  of 
alumna  Arlenys  Howard. 


&e*oZution 


The  Association's  Board  of  Directors  has  passed  a  resolution  honoring  Jeff  Bower  for  his  years  of  service  to 
Southern  Miss  as  a  player  and  coach. 

Board  Resolution  Honors  Bower 

The  Alumni  Association's  Board  of  Directors  has  passed  a  resolution  honoring  former 
head  football  coach  and  Life  Member  of  the  Alumni  Association,  Jeff  Bower,  for  his  years 
of  service  to  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 

Bower,  a  member  of  the  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame,  was  part  of  the  Golden  Eagle  football 
program  for  almost  three  decades,  first  as  a  student  and  quarterback,  then  as  an  assistant 

coach  and  finally  as  head  coach        ^ 

from  the  years  1991  to  2007.  The 
resolution  recognized  his  work 
with  Southern  Miss  student-ath- 
letes both  on  and  off  the  football 
field,  as  well  as  his  involvement 
with  the  Alumni  Association. 

Lou  Ann  Poynter,  then- 
president  of  the  Association, 
presented  the  resolution  to 
Bower  at  the  Association's 
spring  board  meeting.  In 
addition,  Poynter  surprised 
Bower  and  his  wife  Debbie 
with  a  check  for  $10,000  to 
the  Kristen  Bower  Memorial 
Scholarship  Fund,  a  gift  from 
board  members. 

"The  University  will  always 
be  close  to  our  hearts,"  Bower 
told  the  board.  "We  thank 
you  for  what  you  do.  You 
have  made  us  proud  with  this 
recognition  and  certainly  with 
this  contribution.  Thank  you." 


.hen  as  an  asslstant  coach  ,„„  fiJy  *£*£*. «*-  Eagle  hfcj  ,^, 
2E5  CMCh  BOWe'  MS  Se'eC,ed  *  «**«-»  ^A  Coacn  of  the  Decade  ,„ 

WHEREAS,  Southern  Miss  alum  H  t, 

Eagle  foo.bal,  program,  success  ^  J»  *£*££**>*  °f  ««  Golden 

recognizes  Coacn  «Z^tf£-££"-  ■""■  <*<*««  hereby 
ded.cabon  to  The  University  ofSoiroMfet^r  'P'  """**•*  ^  a"d 


RESENTED  THIS  28"'  DAY  OF  JUNE,  2008. 


Lou  Ann  Poynter 


^7^~ — ~T?? 
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Welcome,  New  Life  Members! 


The 


Joseph  Bailey 
Stuart  E.  &  Sandra  D.  Bell 
Karl  &  Debbie  Bierdeman 

Mike  &  Lou  Bonner 

Justin  Graham  Boutwell 

Ferris  &  Donna  Byxbe 

Richard  V.  Carpenter 

Roger  E.  Coleman,  III 

Hal  Jefferson  Daniel,  III 

Walter  W.  Denton 

Valerie  Pinson  Dufour 

John  Whitney  Dussouy,  Jr. 

Ralph  &  Elizabeth  Floyd 

Moses  Fox,  III 

Sylvia  Thames  Foxworth 

Sherry  Larsen  Frederic 

Eddie  &  Martha  Frederick 

Charles  &  Mary  Dayne  Gregg 

Alex  &  Julie  Gresham 

Jeff  &  Diane  Hammond 

Genie  C.  Hendry 

Dr.  Pat  Joachim 

Laurence  &  Shannon  Jones 

Kevin  Gwin  Kirk 


Claude  H.  Littleton 

Catherine  Smith  Lutz 

Tammera  Bolt  Martin 

Tony  &  Kelley  Martin 

Charles  Thomas  Maxie 

Patty  Ferrell  McGruder 

Benjamin  &  Deborah  McLeod 

Jena  Dyess  McRaney 

Kerry  Lynn  Morris 

Dorthea  Stewart  Neal 

Mike  &  Kim  Nichols 

Holly  Lauren  Pace 

Tom  &  Meg  Puckett 

Robert  Douglas  Randolph 

Charles  &  Rita  Scianna 

Jerry  &  Beth  Thorpe 

Adrel  D.  Tutwiler 

Mercedes  Gabourel  Vargas 

Iva  Valentine  Vaughan 

Kevin  Michael  Vukovich 

Evelyn  Smalling  Wellons 

Bruce  O.  Williams 

Russell  H.  Willis 

Keith  Edward  Wilson 


New  Life  Member 
Recognition  Item  Unveiled 

Beginning  this  fall,  new  Life  Members  of  the  Alumni 
Association  will  be  recognized  with  a  medallion  featuring  the  or- 
ganization's Life  Member  mark.  Previously,  Lite  Members  received 
a  personalized  wood  plaque. 

The  oval-shaped  medallions  are  approximately  three-inches  round 
of  solid  brass  material  with  a  sandblast  gold  recessed  background, 
die-struck  enamel,  and  a  raised  polished  gold  finish.  The  medallions  are 
housed  in  a  specially  produced  cardboard  velvet  box  and  are  accompa- 
nied by  a  custom-made,  four-inch  high  black  wood  hinged  display  easel. 

"Life  Membership  in  the  Association  is  among  the  most  significant 
commitments  a  Southern  Miss  alumnus  or  alumna  can  make  to  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi,"  said  Jerry  DeFatta,  associate  direc- 
tor for  external  affairs.  "This  new  Life  Member  item  is  an  excellent  way 
to  recognize  their  dedication  to  Alma  Mater." 

Life  Membership  in  the  Association  is  $450 
or  can  be  paid  in  five  annual  installments 
of  $100.  Joint  Life  Memberships  are  also 
available  for  $600  or  $130  paid  in  five 
annual  installments.  To  date,  more  than 
4,000  Southern  Miss  alumni  have  joined 
the  Association  as  Life  Members. 

For  more  information  on  Life 
Membership,  please  contact  the  Alumni 
Association  at  601.266.5013  or  visit 
SouthernMissAlumni.com. 


Southern  Way 

to  show  good  taste 


Bass  Pecan  Pie  &  Coffee  Box 


Traditional  Tin 


1-800-PECANS-1       www.basspecan.com 

925  East  Main  Street  •  Lumberton 

Also  located  in  Jackson  and  Natchez 
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ASSOCIATION  NEWS) 


Above:  The  student  alumni  association,  The  Legacy, 
hosted  its  annual  t-shirt  burn,  during  which  students 
trade  t-shirts  featuring  other  institutions  for  a  new 
Southern  Miss  shirt.  The  returned  shirts  are  then 
burned  in  front  of  a  large  crowd. 

Left:  Alumni  from  Natchez  gathered  as  alumnus 
Ray  Guy  provided  a  campus  update. 

Bottom  Left:  This  Golden  Eagle  fan  had  a  special 
seat  as  Larry  Fedora  addressed  hundreds  of 
Southern  Miss  alumni  and  one  mascot  at  Eagle 
Fanfare  in  Hattiesburg. 

Below:  Southern  Miss  alumni  gathered  in 
Montgomery  for  an  Eagle  Landing  prior  to  the 
football  game  with  Auburn.  Future  Eagle  Landings 
will  be  held  prior  to  the  Memphis  and  UCF  games. 
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Alumni  Groups  Have  an  Active  Summer 


Alumni  chapters  across  the  country 
had  an  active  summer,  highlighted  by 
summer  parties  on  the  Gulf  Coast  and  in 
Jackson  and  Hattiesburg. 

The  Jackson  All-Star  Party,  hosted  by 
the  Central  Mississippi  Chapter,  attracted 
a  record  crowd  of  nearly  800  Golden  Eagle 
fans  to  the  Mississippi  Trade  Mart  in  July. 
Also  that  month,  the  Gulf  Coast  Metro  and 
Southeast  Mississippi  chapters'  signature 
event,  the  Gulf  Coast  Beach  Bash,  was  a 
smashing  success,  as  500  Southern  Miss 
supporters  gathered  at  the  Hard  Rock  Live 
in  Biloxi.  At  the  event,  the  Mississippi  Sea 
Wolves  presented  a  check  for  more  than 
$17,000  to  the  Gulf  Coast  Metro  Chapter, 
representing  the  proceeds  from  Jersey 
Night  with  the  Sea  Wolves  held  this  past 
April.  The  funds  will  help  to  support 
scholarships  for  Southern  Miss  students 
from  the  Gulf  Coast. 

Finally,  more  than  900  Southern  Miss 
alumni  and  fans  attended  Eagle  Fanfare 
in  August  at  the  Payne  Center  on  the 
Hattiesburg  campus  in  August.  Organized 
by  the  South  Central  Mississippi  Chapter, 
the  event  allowed  fans  to  meet  with 
Golden  Eagle  players  and  coaches,  obtain 
autographs  and  bid  on  a  number  ol 
Southern  Miss-related  items  as  part  of  a 
silent  auction. 

For  more  information  on  how  you  can 
become  involved  in  an  alumni  chapter 
in  your  geographic  area,  contact  Ryan 
Kelly,  manager  of  constituent  relations,  at 
601.266.5357  or  michael.kelly@usm.edu. 

While  those  events  were  among  the 
largest  Southern  Miss  gatherings  this  sum- 
mer, alumni  in  other  areas  were  active  as 
well,  as  was  the  student  alumni  association, 
The  Legacy.  Some  of  the  events  included: 

The  Alumni  Association  hosted  an 
event  in  Natchez  on  Tuesday,  Aug. 
19,  at  the  home  of  Dick  Thompson  in 
the  Beau  Pre'  Subdivision.  The  event 
consisted  of  food  and  drinks  as  well  as 
live  entertainment  and  door  prizes.  The 
event  featured  Southern  Miss  and  NFL 
legend  Ray  Guy. 

•   Each  year  The  Legacy  sponsors  a 
number  of  lectures  known  as  The 


Legacy  Series  that  teach  students  about 
the  history  of  Southern  Miss.  The  series 
began  on  Thursday,  Aug.  21,  in  the 
ballroom  of  the  Thad  Cochran  Center 
with  keynote  speaker,  Vice  President  lor 
Student  Affairs  Dr.  Joe  Paul.  Paul  spoke 
on  the  "Leadership  and  the  History  of 
Student  Affairs."  Games  were  held  and 
prizes  were  awarded  to  several  ol  the 
more  than  200  students  in  attendance. 

The  Legacy  held  its  annual  t-shirt  burn 
during  the  first  Friday  Night  at  the 
Fountain  pep-rally  on  Friday,  Aug. 
29,  on  the  front  lawn  of  the  Aubrey  K. 
Lucas  Administration  Building.  The 
t-shirt  burn  was  the  result  ol  a  t-shirt 
trade  held  during  the  first  two  weeks  of 
school,  where  students  "traded"  shirts 
or  hats  from  other  colleges  or  universi- 
ties for  a  new  one  from  Southern  Miss. 
Selected  items  were  then  incinerated  in 
front  of  a  large  crowd. 

The  Alumni  Association  held  an 
Eagle  Landing  on  Friday,  Sept.  5,  in 
Montgomery,  Ala,  to  prepare  lor  the 
Southern  Miss  vs.  Auburn  lootball 
game  the  following  day.  Approximately 
100  alumni  were  in  attendance  lor  the 
event.  Future  Eagle  Landings  will  be 
held  preceding  Southern  Miss  football 
games  with  Memphis  on  Oct.  25  and 
UCF  on  Nov.  8. 

Alumni  from  Huntsville,  Ala.,  assisted 
the  Office  of  Admissions  in  recruit- 
ing students  to  Southern  Miss  by 
representing  the  University  during  the 
Huntsville  City  School  District's  annual 
collegiate  recruitment  drive.  The  series 
of  seven  events  reached  more  than 
13,000  students  in  the  Huntsville 
metro  area.  For  more  information 
about  alumni  events  in  the 
Huntsville  area,  contact  Stacy 
Busby  at  256.544.0583  or 
smiss@salua;.org. 


Right:  Head  coach  Larry  Fedora 
signs  an  autograph  for  alumnus 
Gene  Polk  at  Eagle  Fanfare. 


Upcoming 
Group  Events 

For  more  details  and  the  most 
up-to-date  schedule,  visit 
SouthernMissAlumni.com. 

October  11,  2008 

Washington  D.C.  Alumni 

Game  Watching  Party 

Continental  Modern  Pool  Lounge, 

Arlington,  Va.  /  7:30  p.m. 

October  22,  2008 

Nursing  Constituent  Society  Hosts 

MNA  Reception 

Beau  Rivage  Resort  /  5  p.m. 

October  25,  2008 

Huntsville  Alumni 

Game  Watching  Party 

Ruggby's  /  7  p.m. 

October  25,  2008 

Nashville  Alumni 

Game  Watching  Party 

Beef  'O'  Brady's, 

Brentwood,  Tenn.  /  7  p.m. 

October  25,  2008 

Washington  D.C.  Alumni 
Game  Watching  Party 
President's  Sports  Bar, 
Renaissance  Hotel  /  7:3C 


Athletic  news) 

Volleyball  Team 
off  to  Fast  Start 

The  Lady  Eagle  volleyball  team  began 
the  season  with  school's  best  start  in  the 
history  of  the  program  at  7-0.  Through  the 
first  seven  games,  seniors  Stevi  Cherry  and 
Ashley  Petrinec  paced  the  Eagle  attack  with 
68  and  57  kills,  respectively.  Sarah  Jane 
Bowden,  Lauren  Sears  and  Angela  Hlavaty 
led  the  team  in  blocks,  each  averaging  over 
1.00  per  set.  Maia  Ivanova  led  the  team 
with  85  digs  for  an  average  of  3.54  per  set. 

While  those  players  led  the  Lady 
Eagles'  attack,  five  players  had  regis- 
tered 40  or  more  kills  through  the  seven 
matches.  As  a  team,  the  Golden  Eagles 
were  hitting  .219  as  compared  to  their 
opponents'  .065.  Southern  Miss  also  had 
recorded  40  service  aces. 

Following  tournaments  in  California 
and  at  Reed  Green  Coliseum  in  late 
September,  the  Lady  Eagles  began  the 
Conference  USA  season  on  the  road  but 
return  home  for  a  four-match  home  stand 
in  early  October.  After  hosting  UAB  and 
Memphis  on  Oct.  10  and  12,  Southern 
Miss  alumni  and  fans  have  two  more 
opportunities  to  support  the  team  in 
Hattiesburg,  on  Oct.  30  versus  UTEP  and 
Nov.  4  versus  Tulane. 

For  a  full  remaining  schedule,  visit 
SouthernMiss.com. 


Head  Coach  Ricci  Luyties  led  the  Lady 
Eagle  volleyball  team  to  a  7-0  start. 


Southern  Miss  Squads 

Fourteen  games  against  11  teams  that 
participated  in  last  year's  postseason  high- 
light the  2008-09  Southern  Miss  men's 
basketball  schedule. 

The  Golden  Eagles  open  the  season 
with  two  home  games  against  Loyola 
(N.O.)  (11/15)  and  NIT  participant 
Alabama  State  (11/18).  The  nonconfer- 
ence  schedule  features  games  at  New 
Mexico  (12/6),  a  neutral  site  contest  with 
Kansas  State  in  Kansas  City  (12/11),  and  a 
matchup  with  in-state  rival  Ole  Miss,  Dec. 
30  at  the  Mississippi  Coast  Coliseum. 

Southern  Miss  opens  Conference  USA 
play  against  Tulsa  on  January  7.  National 
runner-up  Memphis  visits  Hattiesburg  on 
February  14. 

Women's  Basketball  Coach  Joye  Lee- 
McNelis  has  released  the  2008-09  sched- 
ule that  features  seven  teams-Michigan, 
Arkansas-Little  Rock,  Southeast  Missouri 
State,  Mississippi  State,  Oklahoma  State, 
SMU  and  UTEP-that  reached  the  postsea- 
son last  year. 

The  Lady  Eagles  open  the  regular 
season  on  the  road  against  Sam  Houston 
State  (Nov.  14).  Southern  Miss  begins  the 
Conference  USA  portion  of  their  schedule 


Release  Schedules 

with  three  straight  road  games,  starting 
with  a  game  at  UCF  on  Jan.  3. 

"In  putting  together  our  schedule  this  year, 
we  wanted  to  increase  the  overall  strength 
in  our  non-conference  because  we  believe 
it  is  time  to  make  that  step,"  McNelis  said. 

The  softball  schedule  features  nine 
teams-Arkansas,  Mississippi  State, 
Louisiana  Tech,  LSU,  Louisiana-Lafayette, 
East  Carolina,  UCF,  Houston  and  Tulsa- 
that  reached  the  postseason  last  season. 
Home  games  against  Baylor  and  LSU,  and 
four  tournaments,  including  two  at  home, 
also  highlight  the  slate. 

The  Lady  Eagles  open  the  season  with 
their  own  Southern  Miss  Invitational  (Feb. 
6-8)  that  includes  Arkansas,  Samford, 
Western  Kentucky  and  Central  Arkansas, 
before  traveling  to  Mississippi  State  for  a 
single  game  (Feb.  11). 

Southern  Miss  opens  C-USA  play  on 
the  road  against  UAB  (Mar.  7-8)  with  a 
three-game  series. 

Complete  schedules  for  all  Southern 
Miss  athletic  teams  can  be  found  at 
SouthernMiss.com.  For  ticket  informa- 
tion, visit  SouthernMissTickets.com  or  call 
1.800.844.TICK. 
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Women's  Soccer 
Coach  Named 

Iowa  State's 
Scott  Ebke  has 
been  named  the 
fourth  women's 
soccer  coach  in 
the  program's 
12-year  history. 
Ebke  joins 
Scott  Ebke  the  Golden 

Eagles  from  Iowa  State  where  he 
served  several  positions  in  his  five 
seasons  with  the  Cyclones,  most 
recently  as  interim  head  coach.  He 
replaces  Gail  Macklin,  who  resigned 
her  position  after  four  seasons  as 
head  coach  last  April,  to  return  to  her 
home  country  of  Northern  Ireland. 

Ebke  is  in  his  12th  year  of  col- 
legiate coaching  overall  in  2008.  He 
previously  coached  at  Mississippi  State 
and  Nebraska  before  joining  the  Iowa 
State  program  in  the  spring  of  2003. 


Former  Track  and  Field  Star 
Finishes  Fourth  at  Olympic  Trials 

Former  track  and  field  All-American  Cedric  Norman  04  just  missed  the  opportunity 
to  travel  to  Beijing,  China,  as  a  member  of  the  United  States  Olympic  Team,  finishing 
fourth  at  the  Olympic  Trials  held  in  Eugene,  Ore. 

Norman  was  one  of  four  performers  to  record  a  height  of  7  feet,  5.25  inches,  in  the 
final.  He  was  scheduled  to  travel  to  Slovakia  and  the  Cezch  Republic  in  September  to 
compete  in  international  track  and  field  competitions. 

Norman,  a  two-time  All-American,  owns  the  Southern  Miss  records  for  both  indoor 
and  outdoor  high  jumps. 


Summer  2008 


23 


Alumni  Faring  Well  in  Professional  Baseball 

Each  summer  numerous  former  Golden  Eagles  take  another  step  toward  reaching  the  dream 
of  becoming  a  Major  League  baseball  player.  This  summer  was  no  exception  with  nine 
former  Southern  Miss  players  trying  their  skills  in  professional  baseball,  including  former 
Golden  Eagles  Chad  Bradford,  who  currently  pitches  out  of  the  bullpen  with  the  Tampa  Bay 
Rays,  and  Bob  McCrory,  a  reliever  with  the  Baltimore  Orioles. 

Bradford,  who  is  playing  in  his  11th  season  in  the  majors,  recently  surpassed  the 
500th  appearance  of  his  career.  In  his  first  40  appearances  in  2008,  he  was  3-3  with  a 
2.70  ERA,  allowing  only  10  runs  in  33  innings  pitched. 

McCrory  tasted  the  big  leagues  twice  this  season,  as  he  was  called  up  by  the  Orioles 
early  in  the  year,  but  failed  to  experience  a  great  deal  of  success.  However,  in  his  second 
stint  with  Baltimore  he  fared  better,  holding  opponents  without  an  earned  run  in  either  of 
his  first  two  appearances. 

Four  members  of  the  2008  Golden  Eagle  squad  were  playing  their  first  season  of 
professional  baseball,  and  they  were  scattered  throughout  the  United  States. 

Ail-American  pitcher  Barry  Bowden  did  not  miss  a  beat  after  joining  the  Burlington 
Royals  in  the  Appalachian  Advanced  Rookie  League.  Though  he  was  a  starter  for  the 
Golden  Eagles,  through  mid-July  he  had  pitched  in  relief  for  the  Royals,  where  he  was  1-0 
with  a  0.90  ERA  in  10  innings  of  work. 

All-American  Closer  Tyler  Conn  was  also  being  used  out  of  the  bullpen  of  the  Oneonta 
Tigers  in  the  Class  A  New  York-Penn  League.  Through  early  July  he  had  appeared  in  six  games. 

Josh  Billeaud  and  Brian  Leach  both  elected  to  leave  the  Golden  Eagles  prior  to  their 
senior  campaigns  to  pursue  their  professional  careers.  Billeaud  was  sent  to  Great  Falls, 
Mont.,  to  play  for  the  White  Sox  affiliate  in  the  Pioneer  Rookie  League.  Leach,  like 
Conn,  played  in  the  New  York-Penn  League.  He  played  for  the  State  College  Spikes,  the 
Pittsburgh  Pirates  affiliate  in  State  College,  Pa. 

Former  All-American  Jarett  Hoffpauir  was  very  close  to  reaching  the  majors  as  he  played  in 
AAA  Memphis  for  the  St.  Louis  Cardinals  organization.  Through  mid-July,  he  hit  .297  with  23 
doubles  and  two  home  runs  playing  in  85  games  at  second  base. 

Marc  Maddox  was  playing  for  the  Royals  AA  team  in  Northwest  Arkansas.  For  the 
Travelers  through  mid-July  he  was  hitting  .285  with  17  doubles  and  two  home  runs. 

Toddrick  Johnson  was  playing  for  the  Oakland  As  Class  A  affiliate,  the  Kane  County 
Cougars  in  Geneva,  111.  He  was  batting  .259  with  14  doubles  and  seven  home  runs 
through  mid-July. 


NCAA  Recognize 
Baseball  Program's 
Outstanding 
Academics 


Left:  Josh  Billeud  was  a  rookie  in  the  Chicago  White  Sox's  organization.  He  was  pitching  in  Great  Falls,  Mont. 

it:  Brian  leach,  who  like  Billeaud  decided  to  bypass  his  senior  season  at  Southern  Miss  for  a  professional 
career,  pitched  for  the  State  College  Spikes  in  the  Pittsburgh  Pirates'  organization. 


The  NCAA  has  recognized  the 
Southern  Miss  baseball  program  for 
academic  success  this  past  season  in  a 
letter  sent  from  NCAA  President  Myles 
Brand  to  Head  Coach  Corky  Palmer. 

Palmer  led  the  Golden  Eagles  to 
a  sixth-consecutive  NCAA  Regional, 
another  40-win  season  on  the 
field  and  a  2.96  core  grade  point 
average  in  the  classroom  for  the 
2007-08  academic  year. 

The  NCAA  Public  Recognition 
Award  is  for  those  teams  which  have 
a  Division  I  Academic  Progress  Rate 
in  the  top  10  percent  of  their  respec- 
tive sport. 
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'  The  number  of  Gdfden  Eagle 
,  /golfers  who  earned  spots  in  the 
prestigious  Southern  Amateur 
Golfitpurnament,  played  July 
"16-19  at  Lake  Nona  Golf  Club 
in  Orlando,  Fla.  jPnose  compet- 
ing included  Paul.  Apyan,- West 
p  Carte^jRocky  Cleland,  Freddie 
Janneclc  and  Derek  Plucie'nski. 


'  The  ranking  of  "The  Rock"  qp  ~~ 
Dixie  Fried  Spbrts'  Web  site,  ■? 
which  rqJe^fc.'11  the -most  underrat- 
ed things  about  college  football1 
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Basketball  Legend  Passes  Away 


Nick  Revon,  the  all-time  leading  scorer  in 
the  history  of  Southern  Miss  men's  basketball 
died  in  June  in  New  Orleans,  La.,  following  a 
series  of  heart  problems  at  the  age  of  79. 

Revon,  a  four-year  letterwinner  from 
1950  to  1954,  scored  2,136  points  m  122 
career  games  for  a  17.5  points  per  game 
average  over  his  Southern 
Miss  tenure.  He  converted 
76.2  percent  of  his  free 
throws  over  his  four  years 
with  the  team  and  still 
holds  six  school  records. 

Those  records  include 
single-season  marks  for  scor- 
ing (737  points),  field  goals 
made  (266),  free  throws 
made  (205)  and  free  throws 
attempted  (267).  In  addi- 
tion to  his  career  record  for 
points,  he  set  the  standard  for 
free  throws  in  his  career  with  538. 

Known  for  his  brilliant  shooting 
touch,  as  well  as  his  ball-handling  and 


Revon  with  Coach  Lee  Floyd 


passing  skills,  his  game  earned  him  the 
nickname  "The  Cat." 

During  his  Southern  Miss  days,  he 
also  was  a  star  baseball  player  and  excelled 
on  the  track  team  in  the  high  jump  and 
broad  jump.  He  earned  induction  into 
the  Southern  Miss  M-Club  Athletic  Hall 
of  Fame,  along  with  the 
Mississippi  and  Louisiana 
Sports  Hall  of  Fames,  the 
Hinds  Junior  College  and 
New  Orleans  Sugar  Bowl  Hall 
of  Fames.  In  addition,  he  is 
one  of  15  members  of  the 
Southern  Miss  Legends  Club, 
a  group  that  was  established 
by  the  Department  of  Athletics 
to  honor  these  individuals 
who  excelled  m  their  respec- 
tive sports. 

Revon  is  survived  by 
seven  children.  His  son,  Ricky,  lettered  in 
basketball  for  the  Golden  Eagles  during  the 
1970-71  season. 


The  jefsey  number  of  Reggie 

ygjr-  Collier,  which  will  be  retired 

on  0ct._lj:  during  the  Golden 

.    Fogies'  football  contest  with 

'  Boise  Siate^CoHiej:,  who  playeck- 

for  Southern  Miss  from  1979 lo 

1982,Joins  Brett  Favre  (No.~  A\ 

qhd  Ray  Guy  (No.  44)  as  one 

of  only  three  football  standouts 

to  have  his  jersey  retired. 
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Thenumber  of  student-athletes 

honoredfbr  outstanding 

academic  performance  (3.0 

grade  point  average  or  higher) 

during  the  spring  semester. 

The  number  included  10  who  - 

achieved  a  perfect  4.0  grade 

point  average. 
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Excitement  in  Hattiesburg  was  at  an 
all-time  high  as  the  Southern  Miss 
football  program  entered  its  92nd 
season. 
With  the  announcement  of 
its  18th  head  coach,  Larry  Fedora,  on 
Dec.  12,  2007,  a  new  era  in  Golden  Eagle 
football  began  -  not  only  with  a  new  coach 
but  a  new  addition  to  the  school's  home 
facility  as  well. 

Fedora,  considered  one  of  the  great 
offensive  minds  in  the  game  of  football 
today,  promised  to  bring  an  attack  offense 
as  the  Golden  Eagles  unveiled  their  South 
End  Zone  Complex,  which  features  34 
luxury  suites,  a  club  seating  area  called 
the  Touchdown  Terrace  and  general  seat- 
ing. The  Eagle's  Nest  is  also  a  new  feature 
for  the  stadium  on  the  East  Side,  which 
includes  a  new,  chairback  seating  area. 
The  new  additions  to  the  program 
hope  to  enhance  its  illustrious  history  that 
currently  includes  14-straight  winning 
seasons,  six  consecutive  bowl  appearances 
and  four  league  championships  in  the  12- 
year  history  of  Conference  USA. 

The  2008  Southern  Miss  squad 
features  the  Conference  USA  preseason 
Offensive  and  Defensive  Players  of  the  Year 
in  running  back  Damion  Fletcher  and  line- 
backer Gerald  McRath.  Overall,  though, 
the  Golden  Eagles  returned  five  starters 
on  offense  and  four  on  defense.  The  team 
also  replaced  the  entire  defensive  line  as 
well  as  the  quarterback  spot  and  a  pair 
of  starting  offensive  guards  from  2007. 
Despite  a  2-2  start  to  the  season,  opti- 


mism is  high  for  the  program  that  has 
never  experienced  a  losing  conference 
mark  while  in  C-USA. 

The  slogan  is  simply  one  word  - 
"Attack."  That  is  what  is  expected  by 
Fedora  and  his  staff  as  they  enter  the  meat 
of  the  2008  season  and  gun  for  another 
Conference  USA  championship. 

"We  are  going  to  be  in  a  hurry-up 
tempo,"  Fedora  said  prior  to  the  season. 
"We  are  going  to  move  during  practice, 
and  we  are  going  to  coach  on  the  run.  We 
are  going  to  get  on  and  off  that  field." 


Larry  Fedora  opened  his  first  season  os 
the  Golden  Eagle  head  coach  against  Louisiana- 
Lafayette  on  August  30. 

The  Golden  Eagle  defense  is  led  by  its 
linebackers  in  2008,  including  preseason  ccve'- 
ence  defensive  player  of  the  year  Gerald  McRath 
and  returning  starter  Tokumbo  Abanikanda. 

.  Who  exactly  would  lead  the  Golden 
Eagle  offense  at  quarterback  remained 
a  question  as  the  season  approached. 
However,  Austin  Davis  began  game  one 
under  center  and  has  not  looked  back, 
throwing  for  more  than  200  years  in  each 
of  the  first  four  games,  including  a  300- 
yard  performance  in  a  loss  to  Marshall. 
Davis,  a  redshirt  freshman,  beat  out  a 
sophomore,  Martevious  Young,  a  redshirt 
senior  Todd  Wilson  and  signec  Brett 
Jefcoat  tor  the  starting  spot. 

Young  and  Wilson  had  the  most 
experience  of  the  quartet  as  each  took  a 
lew  snaps  in  2007  Young  saw  action  in 
two  games  last  season.  He  appeared  late  in 
the  Tennessee-Martin  game  and  got  a  start 
against  Rice,  but  was  Lost  for  the  season  on 
the  third  play  ol  the  Rice  game  when  he 
suffered  a  broken  leg  Wilson  took  some 
snaps  as  a  backup  to  Jeremy  Young  and 
Stephen  Reaves  the  last  couple  ot  seasons 
Davis,  who  signed  with  the  program 
last  spring  after  spending  his  first  year 
with  the  team  as  a  walk-on  so  that  he 
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could  also  play  baseball,  decided  to  solely 
concentrate  on  football  this  spring. 

The  signal-caller  has  a  host  of  weapons 
at  his  disposal,  beginning  with  Fletcher. 
The  winner  of  the  2007  Cellular  South 
Conerly  Trophy,  given  annually  to  the 
most  outstanding  college  football  player 
m  the  state  of  Mississippi,  has  already  be- 
come only  the  fourth  Golden  Eagle  rusher 
to  run  for  more  than  3,000  yards.  Also 
returning  are  wide  receiver  Torris  Magee 
(44  catches,  632  receiving  yards  in  2007) 
and  tight  end  Shawn  Nelson  (33  catches, 
451  yards  and  five  touchdowns  in  2007). 
Five-star  signee  DeAndre  Brown  also  has 
figured  prominently  in  the  passing  game 
early  this  season.  His  reputation  as  a  prep 
star  earned  him  conference  preseason 
Newcomer  of  the  Year  accolades  from  the 
2008  Blue  Ribbon  Football  Magazine. 

The  defensive  side  of  the  ball,  which 
finished  2007  ranked  48th  nationally 
in  total  defense,  allowing  368.4  yards 
per  game,  has  replaced  seven  starters 
from  last  season.  The  current  C-USA 
Defensive  Player  of  the  Year,  though,  has 
returned  for  the  Golden  Eagles  as  well  as 


8/30/08      H  Louisiana-Lafayette  (W) 
9/6/08      A  Auburn  (D 

9/13/08      A      Arkansas  State  (W) 
9/20/08      H  Marshall  (L) 

10/4/08      H  UTEP 

IO/H/08     H  Boise  State 


an  experienced  squad  of  defensive  backs. 
Safety  Eddie  Hicks  finished  third  on  the 
squad  in  tackles  with  84  and  notched 
three  interceptions  in  2007,  while  corner- 
back  C.J.  Bailey  added  40  stops  and  two 
picks.  Linebacker  Tokumbo  Abanikanda 
has  returned  as  well  at  the  will  position 
after  tallying  58  stops  a  year  ago. 

Once  again,  the  2008  Southern 
Miss  defense  is  looking  to  live  up  to  its 
nickname  of  the  "Nasty  Bunch"  that  was 
established  over  30  years  ago  for  that 
unit's  prowess  on  that  side  of  the  football. 

With  the  pieces  that  returned,  as  well 
as  a  highly  regarded  cast  of  newcomers, 
the  Golden  Eagles  are  set  to  continue  that 
excellent  tradition. 

The  Golden  Eagles  return  solid  spe- 
cialists in  the  kicking  game  in  the  form 
of  Britt  Barefoot,  who  handles  both  the 
kickoff  and  punting  duties.  Last  season, 
Barefoot  averaged  64.1  yards  per  kickoff 
(a  44.2-yard  net)  and  42.5  yards  per  punt. 
Justin  Estes  converted  15-of-22  field  goals 
and  39-of-41  extra  points  in  2007,  and  took 
over  for  Barefoot  as  the  place  kicker  in  game 
three  of  the  season.  §H 


Above:  Damion  Fletcher,  who  is  on  pace  to  set  the 
school  record  for  career  rushing  yards  in  2008,  is 
the  preseason  Conference  USA  Offensive  Player  of 
the  Year. 


LIBERTY  BOWL 


28  TiMMM 


When  the  Golden  Eagles  began  Conference  USA  play  this  season,  they  once 
again  were  focused  on  running  the  league  schedule  in  order  to  earn  a  berth  in 
the  Auto  Zone  Liberty  Bowl.  While  Southern  Miss  has  participated  in  three  of  the 
previous  Liberty  Bowl  contests,  following  the  1997,  1999  and  2003  seasons,  the 
next  edition  of  the  game,  played  annually  in  Memphis,  will  be  extra  special  as  it 
marks  the  50th  anniversary  edition  of  the  game. 

For  the  first  time  in  its  50-year  history,  the  Liberty  Bowl  has  secured  a  January 
playing  date,  Friday,  Jan.  2,  2009,  at  4  p.m.,  in  the  middle  of  a  tripleheader  of 
prestigious  bowl  games  to  be  played  that  day.  The  AT&T  Cotton  Bowl  leads  off 
the  trio  of  contests  at  1  p.m.  The  AutoZone  Liberty  Bowl  will  kickoff  at  4  p.m., 
followed  by  the  BCS  Allstate  Sugar  Bowl  at  7:20  p.m.  Once  again,  the  Liberty  Bowl 
will  feature  a  match-up  of  teams  from  Conference  USA  and  the  SEC.  The  game 
will  be  televised  by  ESPN. 

"The  January  2  date  adds  to  the  national  prominence  of  the  AutoZone 
Liberty  Bowl  as  we  celebrate  the  Bowl's  50th  Anniversary,"  said  Steve  Ehrhart, 
AutoZone  Liberty  Bowl  executive  director.  "We're  thrilled  to  be  able  to  show- 
case two  great  teams,  the  city  of  Memphis  and  St.  Jude  Children's  Research 
Hospital  on  January  2nd." 

The  Golden  Eagles  are  2-1  in  three  Liberty  Bowl  appearances,  defeating 
Pittsburgh,  41-7,  in  1997,  besting  Colorado  State,  23-17,  in  1999  and  falling  to 


Former  Coach  Jim 
Carmody  to  be 
Honored  at  Golden 
Moon  Eagle  Classic 

After  honoring  Ray  Guy  and  Reggie 
Collier  over  the  past  two  years,  the  2009 
Golden  Moon  Eagle  Classic  will  honor 
the  coach  that  brought  down  the  "Bear" 
38-29!  Coach  Jim  Carmody  will  be 
honored  at  this  traditional  March  event  at 
the  Pearl  River  Resort.  Although  the  dates 
are  not  set,  the  tournament  and  social  are 
confirmed  and  the  Eagle  Club  should  have 
additional  information  shortly. 

In  six  seasons  as  the  Golden  Eagle 
head  coach,  Carmody  led  Southern  Miss 
to  37  wins  against  only  29  losses. 

Proceeds  from  the  annual  golf  tourna- 
ment and  auction  will  help  to  endow  a 
scholarship  for  a  student-athlete  in  the 
former  coach's  name. 


Proceeds  from  the  2009  Golden  Moon  Eagle  Classic  will  benefit  a  scholarship  in  the  name  of  former  Golden  Eagle 
football  coach  Jim  Carmody,  right.  Above,  Carmody  is  pictured  with  Ray  Perkins,  Larry  Fedora  and  Bobby  Collins. 


Eagle  Club  Celebrates  First  $2  Million  Drive 

The  Eagle  Club  is  celebrating  its  first  $2  million  annual  campaign  as  the  generous  contri- 
butions of  Southern  Miss  alumni  and  Golden  Eagle  fans  have  made  2008  a  record-breaking 
year.  This  figure  does  not  include  the  revenue  produced  for  the  Athletic  Foundation  through 
the  sale  of  premium  club  level  seats,  the  sale  of  the  luxury  suites,  funding  brought  in 
through  the  creation  of  endowments  or  funds  specified  for  the  Athletic  Foundation. 

Now  is  a  great  time  for  Alumni  Association  members  and  their  families  who  are  not 
part  of  the  Eagle  Club  to  experience  the  thrill  of  college  sports  as  Eagle  Club  members. 
For  membership  information,  contact  the  Eagle  Club  at  601.266.5299. 


Are  you  ready  for  some  football? 

Southern  Miss  at  UCF  • 


Nov.  8,  2008 


Here  is  your  chance  to  support  the  Golden  Eagles  in  what  may  be  the  biggest  conference 

road  game  of  the  year  and  catch  the  magic  of  Walt  Disney  World®  Resort  as  well.  Room  rates 

will  begin  at  $94  plus  tax  for  two  doubles  on  property,  where  you  get  free  shuttle  to  all  Walt 

Disney  World®  Resort  activities,  free  pickup  shuttle  and  return  service  from  the  Orlando  airport, 

and  free  transportation  to  and  from  the  game  with  a  minimum  three-night  stay.  To  make  your 

reservation,  call  407.938.4868  and  reference  the  group  number  G0520999.  The  Eagle  Club 

has  rooms  reserved  Wednesday  through  Sunday  night,  Nov.  5-9;  for  additional  nights,  please 

contact  the  Eagle  Club  at  601.266.5299.  Room  reservation  deadline  is  Oct.  3. 

Hotels  and  prices 

Disney's  All-Star  Sports  Resort:  $94  plus  tax  per  room  per  night 
Disney's  Coronado  Springs  Resort  $136  plus  tax  per  room  per  night 
Disney's  Grand  Floridian  Resort  &  Spa:  $326  plus  tax  per  room  per  night 
Fort  Wilderness  RV  Hook-Up:  $51  per  night 

For  advance  purchase  of  specially  priced  Disney  Meeting/Convention 
Theme  Park  tickets,  visit  http://www.disneyconventionear.com/USM. 


Eagle  Club  Thanks 
Transportation  Team 

A  number  of  car  dealers  across  the 
region  support  Southern  Miss  Athletics 
through  the  department's  Car  Dealer 
program.  Dealers  participating  in  the 
program  include:  Hattiesburg  -  Auto 
Locators,  Courtesy  Ford,  Craft  Auto  Sales. 
Dearman  Autoplex,  Fagan  Cars  and  Trucks. 
Mack  Grubbs  Motors,  McMullan  Motors. 
Petro  Automotive  Group,  Ryan  Motors 
Chevrolet,  Freeman  Moore  Mazda,  Toyota 
of  Hattiesburg,  Vardaman  Buick-Honda. 
Walker  Motors  and  E  &  J  Auto  Sales;  Laurel 

-  Bob  Palmer's  Chancellor  Motor  Group. 
Kim's  Chrysler/Dodge/Jeep/Toyota.  Laurel 
Ford  and  Nu-2-U  Auto  Sales;  Brookhaven 

-  Stan  King;  Collins  -  Sullivan  Motors 
and  Woolwine  Ford/Lincoln/Mcrcurv; 
Greenville  -  England  Motor  Company; 
Gulfport  -  Cars  Inc.  and  Turan  Foley 
Chevrolet/Cadillac/Buick;  Jackson  -  Watson 
Quality  Ford;  Lucedale  -  Walt  Masse) 
Automotive;  McComb  -  Howell  Motors; 
Meridian  -  Rick  Justice  GMC  Pontiac 
Honda  and  Sunbelt  Motors;  Mobile.  Ala.  - 

I J  Chevrolet,  Ficavune  -  Dub  Herring  Ford 
and  Greg's  Auto  Sales  Leasing;  and  \\  igg  ns 

-  Star  Chevrolet. 
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By  John  Cox  78 


November  27,  Thanksgiving 
Day  1958,  will  always  be 
remembered  as  one  of  those 
special  and  magical  days  in 
the  long  and  proud  tradition  of  Southern 
Miss'  athletic  history. 

It  was  on  that  balmy,  autumn  holiday 
afternoon  that  what  was  then  known  as 
Mississippi  Southern  College  defeated  the 
University  of  Chattanooga,  20-13,  thanks 
to  an  incredible  goal  line  stand  late  in 
the  game.  The  victory  at  Chattanooga's 
Chamberlain  Field  capped  an  unbeaten 
and  untied  season  for  Mississippi  Southern, 
which  went  9-0  in  the  process  and  captured 
the  inaugural  United  Press  International 
College  Division  National  Championship. 

Fifty  years  later,  the  1958  champion- 
ship team  will  return  Hattiesburg  for  a 
reunion  and  be  honored  for  their  accom- 
plishments. The  team  will  be  recognized 
as  part  of  the  festivities  surrounding  the 
Golden  Eagles'  football  game  against  East 
Carolina  on  Nov.  15. 

Although  Southern  Miss  will  face 
a  familiar  Conference  USA  rival  this 
November,  it  was  another  opponent 
from  the  Tar  Heel  state  that  Mississippi 
Southern  College  fans  believed  would  be 
one  of  their  team's  toughest  opponents  in 
1958.  That  year,  Mississippi  Southern's 
schedule  consisted  of  three  teams  recog- 
nized that  year  as  "university  division"  or 
major  colleges,  including  North  Carolina 
State,  Virginia  Tech  and  West  Texas  State. 
Six  opponents  were  recognized  as  "college 
division"  or  small  college  teams — Loui- 
siana Tech,  Memphis  State,  Southeastern 
Louisiana,  Chattanooga,  Abilene 
Christian  and  Trinity. 

In  1958,  Mississippi 


Southern  College  had  approximately 
3,800  students  and  played  at  1 5,000- 
seat  Faulkner  Field  on  campus.  The 
Southerners  were  coached  by  Thad  "Pie" 
Vann,  who  after  a  number  of  years  as  an 
assistant  coach  at  the  school,  was  entering 
his  10th  season  as  the  head  coach  in  1958. 
In  a  short  period  of  time  Vann  had  led  the 
Southerners  to  great  prominence  in  college 
football  circles,  taking  the  team  to  two 
Sun  Bowls  following  the  1952  and  1953 
seasons,  and  to  a  pair  of  Tangerine  Bowls 
following  the  1956  and  1957  seasons. 
Vann's  assistants  included  Clyde  (Heifer) 
Stuart,  backheld  coach  since  f949,  former 
MSC  great  C.J.  (Pete)  Taylor,  starling 
his  fourth  year  as  end  coach,  and  Jack 
Thomas,  the  line  coach  who  had  joined  the 
staff  following  spring  practice. 

The  Southerners  learned  lo  play  the 
game  the  right  way  from  Vann,  who 
instructed  his  players  to  focus  on  the  up- 
coming opponent  without  looking  ahead 
to  the  remainder  of  the  schedule. 

"1  think  it  started  out  like  any  other 
season,"  Billy  Larson,  a  sophomore  quarter- 
back, who  was  involved  in  several  thrilling 
wins  that  incredible  year  by  the  Southerners. 
"We  were  hoping  to  win  our  share  of  the 
ball  games  and  as  always  you  want  to  go  all 
the  way.  Little  did  we  realize  as  the  season 
progressed,  we  were  as  good  as  we  were." 

"The  majority,  if  not  all  of  us,  believed 
we  had  the  ability  to  go  all  of  the  way," 
remembered  center  Richard  Johnston, 
a  co-captain  of  the  team.  "I  guess  the 
pre-season  toughest  teams  to  beat  that  we 
saw  on  the  schedule  were,  of  course  North 


Carolina  State  and  Virginia  Tech.  They 
were  all  tough,  but  those  were  ones  we 
were  looking  at  as  the  toughest  we  had  on 
the  schedule.  1  believe  we  thought  we  had 
a  shot  at  winning  them  all." 

The  team  was  led  by  a  group  of  16 
incredibly  talented,  dedicated,  proud 
and  hard-working  seniors  who  were 
determined  to  take  advantage  of  every 
opportunity.  The  co-captains  of  the  team, 
who  were  selected  following  the  season 
by  their  teammates,  were  Johnston  and 
guard  Jim  Taylor.  Along  with  Johnston 
and  Taylor,  the  other  1958  seniors  were 
end  Bob  Yencho,  who  would  be  named  an 
Associated  Press  Little  American  at  the 
end  of  the  season,  tackles  John  Perkins, 
Vinson  "Billy  Goat"  Sullivan,  Sam  "Tank" 
Tuccio  and  Hollis  Wallace,  guards  Joe 
Battaglia,  Eddie  Godwin  and  John  Russell, 
quarterbacks  Willie  Coats,  George  Sekul 
and  Ollie  Yates,  and  halfbacks  J. C.  Arban. 
Joe  Doggett  and  Bobby  Lance. 

Those  names  and  others  like  Hugh 
Mclnnis,  Butler  (Sonny)  Tucker,  Charley 
Ellzey,  Tommy  Morrow  and  Sammy 
Broyles  still  echo  off  the  walls  of  the 
Hattiesburg  campus  today  as  they  men 
who  helped  to  lay  down  that  champion- 
ship mind-set  that  still  remains. 

If  ever  there  was  a  team  effort,  it  was  the 
1958  team — players  who  believed  that  by 
joining  together  they  could  not  be  beaten. 

"We  didn't  have  a  great  bunch  of  people 
that  were  stars  and  went  on  to  the  pros," 
said  Arban,  who  was  one  of  the  most 
versatile  players  on  the  squad.  "We  just  had 
a  bunch  of  pretty  good  football  players,  that 
were  pretty  good  offensively,  pretty  good 
defensively,  and  they  fought  to  win." 

The  1958  team  allowed  only  55  points 
(6.1  per  game)  all  season  and  shut  out  five  of 
its  nine  opponents.  They  allowed  their  oppo- 
nents only  115.2  yards  rushing  per  game  and 
51.8  yards  per  game  passing,  for  a  total  of  just 
167  yards  of  total  offense  per  game,  while 
averaging  just  9.2  first  downs  per  game. 

Offensively,  they  racked  up  210  points 
(23.3  per  game\  2S6.1  yards  rushinc 
93.2  yards  passing,  for  a  total  of  379.3 

yards  per  game  of  total  offense.  §£ 

Editor's  .Vote:  The  above  article 

includes  excerpts  fromjohn  Cox's 

latest  book  project.  "1958  Southern  Miss 

Football:  The  Championship  Season."  "The 

Voice  of  the  Golden  Eagles"  expects  tht 

to  be  released  this  fall 
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Southern  Miss 
Announces 
Advancement 
Team  Changes 

Vice  President  for 
Advancement  Dr.  David  Wolf  has 
announced  that  Aaron  Void  has 
joined  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  as  assistant  vice  presi- 
dent for  development. 

Void  was  previously  the 
director  of  development  for  the 
University  of  Alabama's  College 
of  Arts  and  Sciences.  During  his 
tenure,  he  helped  the  college 
increase  private  giving  by  132 
percent.  Prior  to  that  position  he 
was  director  of  advancement  for 
UA's  Capstone  College  of  Nursing 
and  has  additional  experience  in 
the  public  relations  field. 

At  Southern  Miss,  Void  will 
be  responsible  for  overseeing  the 
University's  development  activities, 
capital  campaign  planning,  annual 
giving,  major  gifts  and  planned 
gifts.  He  will  also  be  responsible 
for  directing  the  efforts  of  the 
University's  development  officers. 

"Aaron  has  a  tremendous  track 
record  in  fundraising  and  will  pro- 
vide us  leadership  in  the  areas  of 
major  gift  fundraising  and  capital 
campaign  planning,"  said  Wolf. 

Void  holds  a  bachelor's  degree 
in  public  relations  and  master  of 
business  administration  degrees 
from  the  University  of  Alabama. 
Before  joining  the  UA  staff,  Void 
worked  in  the  public  relations  field 
with  Big  Communications  Inc. 
and  Lewis  Communications  Inc.  in 
Birmingham,  Ala. 

In  addition,  Dr.  J.T.  Tisdale, 
development  officer  for  the  College 
of  Science  and  Technology,  has 
been  promoted  to  senior  director 
of  development.  In  addition  to  his 
work  with  the  COST,  Tisdale  will 
also  be  directing  and  managing  the 
University's  annual  giving  efforts. 


Longtime  Supporters 

Make  $1.3  Million  Gift  to  University 

A  Hattiesburg  family  that  has  been  a  longtime  supporter  of  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  recently  made  an  anonymous  gift  to  the  University's  foundation. 

The  $1.3  million  irrevocable  life  insurance  gift  will  be  divided  among  the  Southern 
Miss  Symphony  Orchestra,  the  Francis  A.  Karnes  Center  for  Gifted  Studies  and  the  Aubrey 
Keith  and  Ella  Ginn  Lucas  Faculty  Excellence  Endowment. 

The  mission  of  the  Karnes  Center  for  Gifted  Studies,  founded  in  1979,  is  to  further  the  educa- 
tion of  gifted  students  and  those  with  leadership  abilities  through  teaching,  research  and  service. 

"We're  so  grateful  to  this  family  for  its  support  of  the  University  in  so  many  ways  over 
the  years,"  said  Dr.  Frances  Karnes,  director  of  the  center.  "The  center  and  the  young 
people  it  serves  will  benefit  greatly  from  this  generous  gift." 

The  Lucas  Endowment,  honoring  Southern  Miss  President  Emeritus  Dr.  Aubrey  K. 
Lucas  and  his  wife  Ella,  provides  grants  to  Southern  Miss  faculty  in  support  of  a  variety 
of  projects,  including  funding  for  books,  audiovisual  materials,  salary,  research,  travel, 
laboratory  expenses,  documents,  wages  and  other  resources. 

Dr.  Jay  Dean,  music  director  of  the  Southern  Miss  Symphony  Orchestra  since  1988, 
said  he  was  thrilled  when  he  learned  about  the  contribution.  The  Symphony  celebrates  its 
88th  anniversary  this  year. 

"This  is  the  kind  of  gift  that  helps  us  provide  the  opportunities  we  want  for  our 
students,"  Dean  said. 

"We're  so  grateful  to  this  family  for  its  support  of  the  University 
in  so  many  ways  over  the  years.  The  center  and  the  young 
people  it  serves  will  benefit  greatly  from  this  generous  gift/' 

-Dr.  Frances  Karnes,  Director  of  the  Karnes  Center  for  Gifted  Studies 


Above:  From  right,  Allana  Moore  of  Fairhope,  Ala.,  Michelle  Sentilles  of  Metairie,  La.,  and  leshia  Smith  of  Gulfport 
conduct  an  ink  analysis  exercise  in  a  forensic  science  class,  one  of  the  many  learning  opportunities  available  through 
the  University's  Summer  Program  for  Academically  Talented  Youth,  a  cooperative  effort  of  the  Frances  A.  Karnes 
Center  for  Gifted  Studies  and  the  Duke  University  Talent  Identification  Program. 
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Above:  On  the  eve  of  Mississippi  Day  in  Central  Park,  alum- 
nus Bruce  Aust,  executive  vice  president  of  NASDAQ_OMX 
and  recent  College  of  Business  Distinguished  Alumnus,  hosted 
a  group  of  nearly  60  Southern  Miss  alumni  for  a  cocktail 
reception  at  the  NASDAQ  Marketsite  overlooking  Times 
Square.  The  University  logo  was  proudly  displayed  on  the 
NASDAQ  jumbotron  in  Times  Square  prior  to  the  reception. 

Right:  At  Central  Park,  Dr.  Martha  Saunders  and  her  hus- 
band, Joe  Bailey,  seek  some  relief  from  the  New  York  heat. 
Temperatures  reached  record  highs  as  New  York  welcomed 
Mississippi.  Pictured,  left  to  right  are:  Bailey,  Saunders,  Daniel 
Saunders  and  his  wife,  Mia  Saunders,  all  of  whom  greeted 
numerous  Southern  Miss  alumni  on  the  summer  day. 
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Sertoma  Club 
Donates  $17,000 
to  DuBard  School 

Members  of  the  Sertoma  Club  of 
Hattiesburg  have  donated  $17,000 
to  the  DuBard  School  for  Languag 
Disorders.  Pendleton  Stovall,  Jimm, 
Renfroe,  Carter  Mcinnis  and  John 
Bethea  presented  the  check  to  school 
director  Dr.  Maureen  Martin. 

The  Sertoma  Club  of  Hattiesburg 
is  part  of  a  national  organization  pro 
viding  speech  and  hearing  assistance 
to  area  residents  in  need.  The  club's 
primary  fundraiser  is  an  annual  draw 
down,  which  provides  funds  donated 
to  the  Dubard  School. 

Last  year,  the  Sertoma  Club  of 
Hattiesburg  donated  $16,000  to  the 
DuBard  School  and  has  contributed 
more  than  $100,000  to  Southern  Miss 
since  1991. 


•j   * 


Above:  The  Sertoma  Club  of  Hattiesburg  has  donated  $17,000  to  the  Dubard  School 
for  Language  Disorders.  Pictured  from  left  to  right,  back  row,  are:  Dr.  Maureen  Martin, 
Pendleton  Stovall,  Jimmy  Renfroe,  Carter  Mcinnis,  John  Bethea  and  Christie  Brady. 
Front  row  are:  Noah  McSwain  of  Richton,  Tessa  Lott  of  Purvis,  Jonathan  Cox  of  Sumrall, 
Wilcia  McClendon  of  Laurel,  Daniel  Knoll  of  Poplarville  and  Gabby  Thornton  of  Petal. 


Considering  a  Gift  to  Southern  Miss? 


In  many  cases,  the  financial  stability  of 
University  programs  and  the  students  who 
invest  time  and  effort  into  those  programs 
rests  on  the  generosity  of  those  who  care  for 
Southern  Miss  and  its  educational  under- 
takings. Whatever  reason  you  may  want  to 
give  to  the  University,  your  gift  is  sincerely 
appreciated  and  will  reflect  in  the  dreams 
and  ambitions  of  Southern  Miss  students, 
professors,  departments  and  programs  for 
years  to  come.  There  are  as  many  giving  op- 
portunities as  there  are  avenues  of  interest 
for  our  alumni  and  friends.  Southern  Miss 
welcomes  gifts  of  all  sizes. 

Here  are  some  of  the  ways  to  give: 

•  Unrestricted  Gifts — A  gift  without  restric- 
tions offers  maximum  flexibility,  ensuring 
the  general  excellence  of  the  University. 

•  Designated  Gifts — You  may  designate  a 
gift  for  a  specific  school,  department, 
program  or  scholarship. 

•  Gifts  of  Cash — Your  outright  gift  of  cash, 
either  in  full  or  on  a  pledge  plan,  will 
provide  you  with  an  income-tax  deduc- 
tion based  on  current  tax  laws  and  the 
amount  of  your  income.  Please  make 


your  check  payable  to  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  Foundation. 

•  Gifts  for  Endowment — Your  endowed  gift 
will  provide  Southern  Miss  with  income 
every  year  in  perpetuity.  With  a  minimum 
contribution  of  $10,000  you  may  establish 
an  endowment  in  the  name  of  your  choice, 
allowing  the  interest  to  be  used  annually. 

•  Gifts  of  Securities — An  outright  gift  of 
appreciated  stock  eliminates  any  capital 
gains  tax  and  allows  you  to  claim  an 
income-tax  deduction  based  on  the  full 
market  value  of  long-term  securities, 
regardless  of  their  original  cost. 

•  Matching  Gifts — Contact  your  personnel 
office  to  determine  if  your  company  has 
a  matching  gift  program.  If  so,  you  may 
be  able  to  add  significantly  to  the  value 
of  your  own  contribution. 

•  Memorials  and  Tributes — When  someone 
special  in  your  life  marks  a  time  of  passage, 
a  gift  to  the  University  is  a  fitting  way  to 
honor  the  occasion  and  express  your  senti- 
ments. We  will  notify  the  honoree  or 
appropriate  family  member  at  your  request. 

•  Gifts  of  Real  Estate — You  may  give  Southern 


Miss  your  home,  vacation  house,  farm, 
ranch,  or  any  other  dwelling,  commercial 
property,  or  undeveloped  land. 

•  Gifts  of  Life  Insurance — To  make  a  major 
gift  without  a  major  expense  to  you,  as- 
sign ownership  of  an  existing  or  new  life 
insurance  policy  to  the  Foundation  or 
irrevocably  name  us  as  your  beneficiary. 

•  Life  Income  Gifts — According  to  a  living 
trust,  you  may  be  able  to  make  a  signifi- 
cant future  gift  to  Southern  Miss  while 
providing  yourself  with  immediate  tax 
savings  and  additional  income  for  life. 

•  Gifts  by  Will — You  may  be  able  to  contribute 
much  more  to  the  University  by  naming 
the  Foundation  m  your  will  than  would  be 
possible  with  an  outright  gift.  You  may  fund 
such  a  gift  with  cash,  marketable  securities, 
real  estate,  or  tangible  property. 

For  more  information,  please  call 
601.266.5602.  You  can  also  use  our  online 
form  at  usm.edu/foundation  to  make  a  gift  or 
send  a  check  or  money  order,  made  payable 
to  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Foundation,  to  118  College  Drive,  #10026, 
Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-0001. 


34 


TTMMM 


THE  SOUTHERN  MISS  ANNUAL  FUND 


Your  Contribution  is  a  Gift  for  the  Future. 

The  Southern  Miss  Annual  Fund  ensures  funding  for 
our  future.  Every  gift  to  the  Annual  Fund  has  a  direct 
impact  on  the  lives  of  our  students  by 

•  Providing  scholarships 

•  Acquiring  educational  materials 

•  Supporting  technology  needs 

•  Developing  distinguished  faculty 

•  Funding  campus  beautifkation 


13 
Relationships 

Creating 
Opportunities 

Transforming 
Lives 


Please  join  the  many  alumni,  parents  and  friends 
who  support  the  future  of  Southern  Miss. 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  SOUTHERN  MISSISSIPPI 

FOUNDATION 

1 18  College  Drive  #10026 

Hattiesburg,  Mississippi  39406-0001 

601.266.6680 

Fax:  601.266.5735 

E-mail:  foundations  usm.edu 

www.usm.edu  foundation 
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Mass  Communication 
and  Journalism 
Receives  $10,000 
Grant  from  MPA 

A  grant  from  the  Mississippi  Press 
Association  Education  Foundation  will  sup- 
port the  School  of  Mass  Communication  and 
Journalism's  efforts  to  prepare  its  students 
for  technological  changes  in  the  field. 

The  $10,000  grant  will  fund  equip- 
ment such  as  digital  still  and  video  cam- 
eras necessary  to  prepare  students  to  use 
video,  audio  slide  shows  and  the  Internet 
to  produce  multi-media  journalism  proj- 
ects. It  will  also  allow  MPA  member  news- 
papers to  learn  more  about  new  media 
technology  through  workshops  directed 
by  Southern  Miss  Mass  Communication 
and  Journalism  faculty. 

Dr.  Chris  Campbell,  director  of  the 
school,  said  the  popularity  of  the  Internet  has 
forced  newspapers  to  rethink  the  delivery  of 
content  on  the  Web  and  journalism  schools 
to  reconsider  their  course  offerings  to  better 
prepare  students  for  "convergent"  media. 
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Above:  Dr.  Chris  Campbell,  left,  director  of  the  School 
a  check  for  $10,000  from  Patsy  Speights,  center,  editor 
president  and  publisher  of  the  Hattiesburg  American. 

"The  grant  will  help  us  address  the  tech- 
nological changes  that  are  having  a  profound 
effect  on  journalism,  helping  us  prepare 
students  for  a  new  world  that  includes  the 
Internet,  video,  audio  slide  shows,  among 
other  technology,"  Campbell  said. 

"We  have  some  excellent  journalism 
faculty  members  here  whose  students  will 
make  great  use  of  the  equipment,  and  we 
should  also  be  able  to  help  out  some  of  the 


of  Mass  Communication  and  Journalism,  accepts 
of  the  Prentiss  Headlight,  and  Judith  "Skippy"  Haik, 

MPA  member  newspapers  that  are  trying 
to  adapt  to  this  new  technology." 

Judith  "Skippy"  Haik,  president  and 
publisher  of  the  Hattiesburg  American  and 
a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Mississippi  Press  Association,  and  Patsy 
Speights,  editor  of  the  Prentiss  Headlight  and 
a  member  of  the  MPA  Education  Foundation 
Board  of  Directors,  presented  the  grant  on 
behalf  of  the  MPA  to  Campbell. 


A  pinch  of  Hattiesburg.  A  dash  of  black  &  gold. 


You  can  now  bring  it  all  to  your  kitchen. 


"Southern  Seasons"  is  a  new  coffee-table  cookbook  featuring  140 
new  recipes  by  alumnus  and  renowned  chef  Robert  St.  John  and 
59  watercolors  of  Mississippi  artist  Wyatt  Waters. 

Southern  Miss  alumni  now  have  the  opportunity  to  purchase  a 
limited  edition  of  the  book,  featuring  Waters'  watercolor  of  the 
Aubrey  K.  Lucas  Administration  Building  and  a  special  gift — a 
signed  print  of  this  unique  work  of  art. 

Cost  of  each  book  is  $50  (plus  $7  shipping  and  handling).  Order  yours 
today  by  clicking  the  "Give  Now"  button  at  usm.edu/foundation,  or 
by  calling  the  University  Foundation  at  601.266.5602. 
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T.R  Scott  Played  a  Critical  Role  in  the  Establishment  of  Mississippi  Normal  College 


By  Diane  DeCesare  Ross  '87,  '97,  '00 


When  Thomas  Percival  Scott 
was  born  in  the  New  Zion 
community  near  Crystal 
Springs  in  Copiah  County  on  April  4, 
1868,  there  was  probably  no  indica- 
tion that  he  would  have  such  an  impact 
on  the  stale.  He  was  the  eighth  of  13 
children  born  to  Dr.  Zachariah  James 
Scott  and  Martha  Eveline  Scott,  and  that 
was  really  all  there  was  to  distinguish 
him.  However,  by  the  end  of  his  life,  he 
was  known  and  respected  throughout 
Mississippi  as  a  hard-working  man  who 
stood  up  for  what  was  right,  and  he  was 
a  leading  force  in  educational  progress 
in  the  state. 

Known  as  Percy  to  his  family,  the 
young  Scott's  early  education  was  ob- 
tained in  one-teacher  rural  schools,  in  a 
private  school  that  met  two  months  out 
of  the  year  about  five  miles  from  home, 
and  in  a  boarding  school  in  Crystal 
Springs.  His  father  rode  to  Vicksburg 
on  horseback  to  obtain  the  necessary 
textbooks,  and  his  mother  supplemented 
the  childrens'  education  through  her 
own  teaching  efforts,  particularly 
m  mathematics.  Their  efforts  paid 

Above:  Thomas  Percival  Scott,  1917. 

Right:  The  vice  president's  home  was  one  of  the 
eight  original  structures  built  on  the  Hattiesburg 
campus.  Scott  had  requested  that  the  architect 
build  in  "plenty  of  porch  space." 


oil  when  T.P.  Scott  received  a  Bachelor 
of  Arts  degree  Irom  the  University  of 
Mississippi  in  1892,  then  spent  the  next 
year  as  the  chancellor's  secretary  at 
that  institution.  A  subsequent  teaching 
position  in  Wesson  caused  one  ol  his 
contemporaries  to  write:  "We  would 
have  elected  him  principal  of  our  school 
had  he  filed  application,  but  the  former 
principal  applied  and  Mr.  Scott  would 
not  antagonize  him."  Instead,  Scott 
returned  to  the  secretary  position  at  the 
University  of  Mississippi.  He  received 
a  law  degree  there  in  1896,  and  began 
work  as  an  assistant  in  a  criminal  law 
office  near  Senatobia. 

Scott's  law  career  lasted  only  10 
months.  He  felt  that  some  aspects  of 
that  work  conflicted  with  his 


Christian  ideals,  so  he  returned  to  the 
education  profession.  It  was  a  decision 
that  loomed  large  in  his  own  life,  but  it 
most  likely  affected  the  lives  of  a  great 
many  other  Mississippians  as  well. 
With  the  addition  of  a  Bachelor 
of  Pedagogy  degree  and  professional 
license  trom  the  state,  he  accepted 
a  position  as  superintendent  of  the 
city  schools  in  Brookhaven  in  1900,  a 
position  he  held  for  10  years.  He  was 
very  active  in  the  Mississippi  Teachers' 
Association,  serving  as  secretary  of  that 
organization  from  1901  to  1907.  During 
this  time,  he  regularly  sent  out  what  he 
called  "propaganda"  letters  to  count}' 
superintendents  and  newspaper  editors, 
distributing  information  related 
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to  schools  and  the  latest  educational 
advances  and  outlining  the  importance 
of  the  Mississippi  Teachers'  Association. 
It  was  largely  through  these  efforts  that 
the  organization  experienced  an  increase 
of  membership  from  200  to  1,200  in 
six  years.  Given  his  successes  and  the 
widespread  esteem  for  T.P.  Scott  in  the 
state,  it  is  no  wonder  that  he  later  served 
as  both  vice  president  (1907-08)  and 
president  (1908-09)  of  the  Mississippi 
Teachers'  Association. 

When  Scott  left  Brookhaven  in  1910 
to  become  superintendent  of  the  city 
schools  in  Meridian,  he  was  preceded 
by  letters  of  recommendation  from 
all  over  the  state,  including  one  from 
Gov.  E.F.  Noel.  Thomas  P.  Bailey,  state 
superintendent,  wrote:  "Scott  is  a  brave, 


State  Superintendent  of  Education  E.N. 
Powers  asked  Scott  to  lead  new  legisla- 
tive efforts  for  the  school.  In  Scott's  own 
words,  he  had  an  "intense  interest  in  the 
matter  and  .  .  .  experience  in  using  the 
right  kind  of  propaganda,  plus  enough 
energy  and  enthusiasm  to  cause  me  to 
burn  much  midnight  oil  in  getting  out 
letters  and  circulars  on  my  little  hand 
operated  mimeograph  machine."  In 
addition,  Scott  took  a  group  of  teach- 
ers to  speak  to  the  House  Committee 
on  Education.  They  waited  for  hours 
to  present  their  points.  The  ensuing 
committee  vote  was  nine  to  eight  against 
the  bill,  but  there  was  a  strong  minority 
report  for  the  Normal  School  bill  (House 
Bill  No.  204)  as  it  emerged  from  the 
committee  at  last. 


supporter  of  the  Normal  College  bill.  As 
soon  as  he  took  over  the  chair,  a  repre- 
sentative from  Brookhaven  was  granted 
permission  to  speak.  He  took  the  op- 
portunity to  call  up  the  Normal  College 
bill,  which  passed  in  the  House  by  a  vote 
of  59  to  38.  The  Senate  soon  passed  the 
bill  as  well,  which  was  signed  into  law  by 
Gov.  Noel  on  March  30,  1910. 

In  Scott's  words,  "We  scoured  a  bill 
which  was  thought  by  its  enemies  to 
be  worth  less  than  the  paper  on  which 
it  was  written.  A  bill  which  carried  no 
appropriation,  but  merely  gave  the  bare 
right  to  establish  a  normal  college  if  we 
could  find  people  who  would  put  up 
money  for  its  construction!" 

Nevertheless,  it  was  a  watershed 
moment,  and  the  educational  leaders  of 


crued^e. 
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straightforward,  truth-telling,  square- 
dealing  gentleman.  He  loves  children 
and  likes  'folks.'  He  is  very  approach- 
able, but  not  gushing.  He  knows  how  to 
handle  people  tactfully,  but  prefers  even 
brutal  frankness  to  duplicity  .  .  .  An 
educational  leader,  he  has  ever  been  at 
the  front  whenever  hard  fighting  was  to 
be  done  for  a  good  cause." 

These  accolades  reflect  Scott's  efforts 
in  establishing  a  Mississippi  Normal 
College  for  training  teachers.  The 
Mississippi  Teachers'  Association  had 
formally  urged  the  establishment  of  a 
teachers'  training  school  since  1888, 
but  the  organization  had  been  unable 
to  get  any  movement  on  the  matter  in 
the  legislature.  The  Normal  College  bill 
introduced  to  the  Mississippi  legislature 
in  1908  passed  in  the  Senate  by  a  wide 
majority  and  was  approved  by  Gov. 
Noel.  However,  the  House  Committee 
on  Education  (led  by  Captain  Frank 
Burkitt)  stalled  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  proposed  again  in  1910. 


The  strong  report  gave  the  bill  a 
chance  of  coming  up  for  a  vote  in  the 
House.  Still,  the  Speaker  of  the  House, 
Colonel  Street  of  Meridian,  was  against 
the  bill,  and  it  was  in  his  power  to  keep 
it  from  being  called  to  a  vote.  Urged  on 
by  more  of  Scott's  persuasive  letters,  state 
leaders,  teachers  and  the  general  citi- 
zenry barraged  the  legislators  with  their 
own  letters,  telegrams  and  phone  calls, 
encouraging  a  vote  on  the  bill. 

When  this  did  not  have  the  desired 
effect,  Scott  wrote  to  the  newspapers, 
exposing  Street's  part  in  stalling  the  bill. 
It  was  a  drastic  measure  that  galvanized 
interest  in  the  state,  but  it  also  created 
a  backlash  of  support  for  Street.  In  a 
last-ditch  effort,  Scott  sent  a  telegram 
to  20  leading  educators  to  meet  him  in 
Jackson  to  push  the  bill  forward.  Perhaps 
the  resulting  pressure  on  Street  affected 
his  choice  of  the  man  called  to  chair 
the  House  while  Street  took  a  break  for 
his  afternoon  cigar.  That  man  was  A.C. 
Anderson  of  Ripley,  a  known  and  eager 


Mississippi  gave  T.P.  Scott  credit  for  get- 
ting the  work  done.  Letters  of  apprecia- 
tion were  sent  to  him  from  all  over  the 
state,  and  when  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  State  Teachers'  Association  was  held 
in  the  last  week  of  April  1910,  Scott  was 
presented  with  an  inscribed  ebony  cane 
for  his  efforts. 

Governor  Noel  soon  appointed  Scott 
as  a  trustee  of  the  Mississippi  Normal 
College.  Scott  was  later  elected  as  secre- 
tary of  both  the  board  and  the  building 
committee  of  the  new  college,  which  fol- 
lowing two  other  name  changes  became 
The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
in  1962.  In  these  capacities  with  the 
Board,  Scott  was  intimately  involved 
with  every  aspect  of  the  College's 
establishment  and  construction,  from 
the  selection  of  the  site,  the  architect 
and  the  various  suppliers  to  the  details 
of  stump  removal,  building  design,  brick 
and  roofing  material  choices. 

In  October  of  1911,  the  College  Board 
elected  Joe  Cook,  then  superintendent  of 
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Columbus  City  Schools,  as  president  ol 
Mississippi  Normal  College.  He  wasted 
no  time  recruiting  Scott  for  another 
important  role — as  his  closest  adviser. 
By  the  end  of  that  year,  Cook  and 
Scott  were  urging  the  state's  school 
superintendents  to  contact  their  legisla- 
tors in  support  of  securing  operational 
expenses  for  the  College's  first  year, 
which  was  slated  to  begin  in  September 
1912.  Another  set  of  letters  went  to  the 
legislators  themselves.  As  a  result,  a  bill 
was  passed  in  March  1912  that  appro- 
priated $86,000  to  equip  and  run  the 
College  in  1912  and  $40,000  for  mainte- 
nance in  1913.  By  the  end  of  April  1912, 
Scott  had  been  elected  as  the  first  vice 
president  of  Mississippi  Normal  College 
and  professor  of  mathematics,  at  a  salary 
of  $200  per  month.  Scott  immediately 
accepted  these  positions,  resigned  his 
place  as  superintendent  of  Meridian 
City  Schools,  and  began  helping  Cook 
to  choose  the  faculty  for  the  College  and 
design  the  curriculum. 


Throughout  his  time  with  Mississippi 
Normal  College  and  State  Teachers 
College,  Scott's  influence  was  seen  in  the 
policies  and  standards  that  contributed 
to  the  reputation  for  excellence  achieved 
by  the  College.  Along  with  everything 
else  he  contributed  to  the  College,  Scott 
edited  the  weekly  Normal  College  News, 
forerunner  to  The  Student  Printz,  and 
promoted  the  placement  ol  a  nine-hole 
golf  course  on  campus. 

Scoti  served  for  18  years  until  1930, 
when  the  position  of  vice  president 
was  eliminated.   New  president  Claude 
Bennett  considered  it  a  victory  that  Scott 
was  retained  as  registrar  of  the  institution 
and  professor  of  mathematics,  but  the  de- 
cision angered  Gov.  Theodore  Bilbo,  who 
had  vowed  to  gain  control  of  the  College 
Board  and  clear  out  the  faculty.  Nervous 
faculty  members  asked  Scott  to  resign  in 
order  to  prevent  the  loss  of  their  jobs  and 
the  downfall  of  the  College.  To  protect 
his  friends  and  the  College  he  loved, 
Scott  obliged,  bringing  his  18  years 


Scott  Hall  was  dedicated  on  Oct.  24,  1959. 
The  facility  currently  serves  as  a  residence  ha 


with  the  College  to  an  end. 

After  leaving  Hattiesburg,  Scott 
taught  mathematics  first  at  the 
Tennessee  State  Teachers  College 
in  Memphis,  then  at  Kentucky  and 
Alabama  colleges.  He  also  served  as 
registrar  of  the  University  of  Mississippi 
for  two  years  before  retiring  to  Gulfport, 
teaching  briefly  at  a  high  school  in 
Lyman  before  his  health  failed.  He  lived 
in  Gulfport  for  1 1  years,  dying  there  at 
the  age  of  81  in  May  1949.  He  was  bur- 
ied in  the  New  Zion  Church  community, 
where  he  had  been  raised  near  Crystal 
Springs,  with  former  students  serving 
as  his  pallbearers.  Ten  years  later,  the 
College  he  worked  so  hard  to  establish 
and  develop  honored  him  by  dedicating 
a  new  men's  dormitory  in  his  name.  B 
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Southern  Miss  Committed  to 

Old  Hattiesburg  High  School  Project 


A  Southern  Miss  official  has  reiterated 
the  University's  commitment  to  house  some 
of  its  arts  programs  in  the  old  Hattiesburg 
High  School  building. 

At  a  June  26  meeting  of  the  Historic 
Hattiesburg  Downtown  Association,  Dr. 
Denise  von  Herrmann, 
dean  of  the  College 
of  Arts  and  Letters, 
affirmed  the  University's 
plans  to  place  those  pro- 
grams in  the  downtown 
facility  once  renovations 
are  complete. 

"We're  excited  about 
how  this  plan  is  coming 
together  in  detailed  ways 
that  it  hasn't  before,"  von 
Herrmann  said  of  the 
project,  which  has  been 
modified  as  part  of  a  design  that  could  allow 
for  additional  arts  programs  to  move  there. 

A  fire  that  gutted  the  building  in  May 
of  last  year  and  forced  removal  of  the 
building's  distinctive  facade  put  those  plans 
on  hold,  but  HHDA  officials  announced 
plans  at  the  meeting  to  move  forward  with 
construction  with  the  announcement  of  the 


Denise  von  Herrmann 


Cornerstone  Campaign,  an  effort  to  raise 
$100,000  from  the  community. 

A  partnership  initiated  between  the 
University  and  the  Historic  Hattiesburg 
Downtown  Association  in  2004  envi- 
sioned transforming  the  building  into  a 
home  for  the  Department 
of  Art  and  Design,  as  well 
as  housing  an  arts  business 
incubator  and  serving  as  a 
community  arts  venue. 

Making  downtown  not 
only  a  place  to  work  and 
study  but  also  call  home 
can  help  make  the  move 
a  success,  von  Herrmann 
said.  "We've  thought  about 
what  programs  would  draw 
students  and  faculty  to  live 
downtown  in  our  plans, 
especially  those  that  already  have  an 
outreach  component  and  have  a  natural 
connection  to  downtown,"  she  said. 

For  information  about  the  Cornerstone 
Campaign  and  how  to  support  the  restora- 
tion of  the  old  Hattiesburg  High  School, 
online  visit  http://www.downtownhatties- 
burg.com  or  call  601.583.4329. 


Above:  Zack  Doty  and  Logan  Halliburton  of  Hattiesburg,  Easton  Thomas  of  Poplarville,  and  Hannah  Lee 
of  Purvis  rehearse  for  the  2008  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Mid-Summer  Musical  Theatre  Experience 
production  of  "The  Mad  Adventures  of  Mr.  Toad,"  held  in  August.   The  day  camp  was  designed  for  young 
people  interested  in  developing  acting,  singing  and  dancing  skills. 


KNOW? 

Did  you  know  that  Southern  Miss 
possesses  one  of  only  24  programs 
in  the  nation  that  is  nationally 
accredited  in  all  four  disciplines  of 
theatre,  dance,  art  and  music?  The 
programs  are  accredited  with  the 
National  Association  of  Schools  of 
Music,  the  National  Association  of 
Schools  of  Theatre,  the  National 
Association  of  Schools  of  Dance 
and  the  Association  of  Schools  of 
Art  and  Design. 

To  become  a  supporter  of  the  arts 
at  Southern  Miss,  visit  the  Partners 
for  the  Arts  web  site  at  www.usm. 
edu/pfta. 
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Student  Receives  Prominent  Sculpture  Award 

A  Southern  Miss  student  has  received  the  2008  Outstanding  Student  Achievement 
Contemporary  Sculpture  Award  from  the  International  Sculpture  Center  (ISC). 

Bernadette  Birzer,  a  senior  fine  arts  major  and  native  of  the  Philippines,  was  recog- 
nized by  the  ISC  for  her  mixed  media  installation,  "Portrait  of  U.S."  Birzer  says  the  sculp- 
ture, composed  primarily  ol  store  receipts,  paper-mache  and  packaging  material,  depicts 
her  concept  of  consumer  culture  in  America. 

The  backdrop  of  the  installation  is  a  30-foot  by  8-foot  wall  covered  in  receipts 
that  Birzer  had  collected  over  several  months  from  friends  and  slips  saved  from  her 
own  purchases. 

In  front  of  the  massive  rippling  hedge  of  receipts,  several  large  deformed  figures, 
which  Birzer  calls  "consumers,"  stand,  slouch  and  loll  in  grotesque  positions — a  pun- 
gent message  that  illustrates  the  perils  of  people  who  are  consumed  by  consuming. 

"I  wanted  the  piece  to  show  how  consumerism  has  become  this  cultural  phenomenon 
that  has  literally  changed  who  we  are,"  Birzer  explained.  "So  the  whole  installation  is  es- 
sentially a  metaphor.  The  wall  of  receipts  and  the  devolved,  brash-like  figures  standing  in 
front  of  it  are  metaphors  for  the  consumerist  society  in  which  we  live." 

Birzer  originally  created  "Portrait  ol  U.S."  last  spring  as  part  of  her  senior  project,  a 
component  of  the  Southern  Miss  fine  arts  curriculum  that  requires  students  to  create  a 
substantial  body  of  art,  which  is  displayed  in  a  senior  art  exhibit  at  the  end  of  the  semester. 

"I  wanted  the  piece  to  show  how  consumerism  has 
become  this  cultural  phenomenon  that  has  literally 
changed  who  we  are." 

-  Bernadette  Birzer 


College  Hosts  International  Art  Exhibition 


The  College  of  Arts  and  Letters  will 
host  "Breaking  the  Veils:  Women  Artists 
From  the  Islamic  World,"  following 
its  United  States  debut  at  the  Clinton 
Presidential  Library  in  Little  Rock,  Ark. 
The  exhibition  will  be  on  view  from  Oct. 
6  to  Dec.  5  at  the  newly  restored  Train 
Depot  in  downtown  Hattiesburg. 

Inspired  by  concerns  over  the  me- 
dia coverage  after  the  Sept.  11,  2001, 
terrorist  attacks,  Jordanian  Princess 
Wijdan  Al  Hashemi  and  her  friend  Aliki 
Moschis-Gauguet,  president  of  the  Pan- 
Mediterranean  Women  Artists  Network, 
organized  an  exhibition  of  artworks  by  fe- 
male artists  of  Islamic  countries  to  combat 
what  they  viewed  as  misperceptions  about 
the  Muslim  world  and  Arab  nations. 

Al  Hashemi,  founder  and  director  of 
the  Royal  Society  of  Fine  Arts  of  Jordan 
and  Jordanian  Ambassador  to  Italy,  said 
her  friend  asked,  "'Do  you  see  what's  going 
on  in  the  media?  Muslim  women  are  being 
portrayed  as  women  living  behind  long 


veils.'  She  (Moschis-Gauguet)  couldn't 
stand  the  way  Muslim  and  Arab  women 
were  being  portrayed." 

The  result  is  a  travel- 
ing exhibition,  featur- 
ing iemale  artists  from 
Islamic  countries,  that 
has  already  toured  much 
of  Europe.  "Breaking  the 
Veils"  made  its  North 
American  debut  at  the 
Clinton  Presidential 
Library  in  July  2008. 
The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi 
will  be  its  second  stop 
before  making  its  way  to 
the  Kennedy  Center  in 
Washington,  DC. 

The  Southern  Miss  / 
Hattiesburg  residency  is  made  possible 
through  a  generous  donation  by  alumna 
Beverly  Dale  through  the  Lt.  Col.  John  11 
Dale  Senior  Distinguished  Lecture  Series 


Above:  .\Aariam 
the  works  thai  w 


m  International  Security  and  Global  Policy 
to  the  College  of  Arts  and  Letters. 
..-_....-...    ...;_  Curated  by  Mark 

Rtgsby,  the  show  will 
remain  in  Hattiesburg 
until  Dec.  5.  when 
it  moves  on  to  the 
Kennedy  Center  for 
the  Performing  Arts  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  for 
"Arabesque:  Arts  ot 
the  Arab  World." 
In  addition  to 
the  an  displax  ai 
the  Depot,  tours, 
educational  events, 
artistic  celebrations,  a 
film  festival,  lectures, 
teacher  workshops  and 
other  events  will  be 
held  both  in  the  community  and  on  campus. 
More  information  on  events  will  be  high- 
lighted on  the  College  of  Arts  and  Letters 
Web  site  ai  www.usm.edu/coal. 


ouderbal's  "Tnisia"  is  one  of 
be  featured  at  the  exhibition 
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Symphony  Orchestra 
Announces  88th  Season  Lineup 


Musical  styles  from  opera,  jazz,  classi- 
cal and  Broadway  make  up  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi  Symphony 
Orchestras  88th  concert  season  lineup. 
With  a  theme  of  "88  Sounds  Great!"  the 
2008-09  season  includes  eight  perfor- 
mances plus  a  season-opening  gala. 

In  addition  to  season  offerings,  the 
symphony  and  opera  teamed  for  an 
evening  of  music  and  entertainment  of 
the  Orient  at  the  Shangri-La  Gala,  Sept. 
18  at  the  Lake  Terrace  Convention  Center 
in  Hattiesburg.  Although  the  gala  was  not 
part  of  the  symphony  season,  proceeds 
will  support  the  scholarship  program  for 
the  orchestra  and  opera  programs. 

"In  terms  of  orchestral  music,  we 
lead  the  state  and  region  in  our  premiere 
concert  offerings,"  said  Dr.  Jay  Dean, 
the  symphony's  musical  director.  "With 
internationally  renowned  artists  Manuel 
Barrueco,  David  Lomeli  and  Sandi  Patty, 
in  addition  to  our  fantastic  and  diverse 
classical,  jazz  and  musical  theatre  offer- 
ings, 88  truly  sounds  great." 

Barrueco  opens  the  season  on  Oct. 
9  in  a  program  that  includes  two  of  the 
greatest  symphonic  works  of  all  time, 
Franz  Liszt's  "Les  Preludes"  and  Claude 
Debussy's  "La  Mer." 

The  Sandi  Patty  Holiday  Spectacular 
on  Dec.  2  closes  the  fall  schedule. 
Presented  in  part  by  Forrest  General 
Hospital  in  cooperation  with  Temple 
Baptist  Church,  this  concert  features  Patty, 
one  of  the  most  highly  acclaimed  perform- 
ers of  our  time. 

Patty  is  the  most  awarded  female 
vocalist  in  contemporary  music  history, 
with  39  Dove  Awards,  five  Grammy 
Awards,  four  Billboard  Music  Awards, 
three  Platinum  records,  five  Gold  records 
and  more  than  11  million  albums  sold. 
She  was  inducted  to  Gospel  Music  Hall 
of  Fame  in  2004  and  an  Indiana  Living 
Legend  in  2007. 

The  Hattiesburg  Choral  Union 
and  members  of  the  Temple  Baptist 
Church  choirs  will  join  the  symphony 


orchestra  for  this  celebration  of  holiday 
spirit.  A  portion  of  the  proceeds  from 
this  event  benefit  the  Children's  Center 
for  Communication  and  Development  at 
Southern  Miss. 

The  season  also  includes  two  Southern 
Opera  and  Musical  Theatre  Company 
productions,  "Company"  in  November  and 
"Operissimo!"  in  February.  The  February 
event  will  feature  acclaimed  young  tenor 
David  Lomeli  in  a  performance  that  in- 
cludes moments  from  some  of  the  greatest 
operas  of  all  time. 

Other  highlights  of  the  2008-09 
season  include 

•  88  Sounds  Great!,  Nov.  6  at  7:30  p.m. 
in  Bennett  Auditorium 

•  Company,  Nov.  13-14  at  7:30  p.m. 
and  Nov.  16  at  2  p.m.  in  the  Mannoni 
Performing  Arts  Center  Auditorium 

•  Future  Stars,  Jan.  29,  2009,  at  7:30 
p.m.  in  Bennett  Auditorium  and  featur- 
ing winners  of  the  William  T.  Gower 
Competition 

•  Operissimo!  Featuring  David  Lomeli, 
Feb.  26,  2009,  at  7:30  p.m.  in  the 
Mannoni  Performing  Arts  Center 
Auditorium 

•  Bach  Back  to  Back:  The  Music  of 
Johann  Sebastian  Bach,  March  10, 
2009,  at  7:30  p.m.  at  Parkway  Heights 
United  Methodist  Church 

•  Over  the  Rainbow,  March  28,  2009,  at 
7:30  p.m.  in  the  Saenger  Theater 

•  Carmina  Burana,  April  23,  2009,  at 
7:30  p.m.  in  Bennett  Auditorium 

Ticket  packages  for  the  88th  season  of 
Mississippi's  oldest  symphony  orchestra 
are  available  to  the  public  and  range  in 
price  per  person  from  $130  to  $200,  based 
on  seating  preference. 

Tickets  are  available  through  the 
Southern  Miss  Ticket  Office  at  601.266.5418 
or  800.844.8425.  Tickets  may  be  ordered 
online  at  www.southernmisstickets.com. 

For  more  information,  call  the 
Symphony  office  at  601.266.4001  or  visit 
online  at  www.usm.edu/symphony 


Above:  Three  of  the  stars  appearing  with  the 
symphony  orchestra  this  season  are,  top  to  bot- 
tom, guitarist  Manual  Barrueco,  five-time  Grammy 
winner  Sandy  Patty,  and  internationally  renowned 
artist  David  Lomeli. 
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From 


Country  Lawyer 


TO 


Judicial  Powerhouse 


Alumnus  Occupies  State's  Top  Judicial  Post 


nc  mighi  expect  the  highest  judicial  position  in  the  state  of  Mississippi  to  be  reserved  for  a  man  of 
I  pomp  and  prestige;  a  man  who  is  intelligent  yet  perhaps  a  bit  unapproachable;  a  man  who  is  honest 
*  and  hardworking,  yet  slightly  out  of  touch  with  many  of  the  slate's  residents. 
However,  Jim  Smith  '65,  a  self-described  "country  lawyer  from  Pclahatchie"  and  the  chief  justice  of  the 
Mississippi  Supreme  Court,  acknowledges  he  docs  not  necessarily  fit  that  mold.  Intelligent,  yes;  but  he  is 
quick  to  point  out  that  wife  Kalhy  is  "the  brains  of  the  family."  Honest  and  hardworking,  for  sure;  but  he  may 
be  as  comfortable  in  hunter's  orange  or  Southern  Miss  gold  as  he  is  in  judge's  black.  Without  question  he  is 
more  likely  to  arrive  at  the  Gartin  Courthouse  in  Jackson  by  pickup  truck  than  town  car;  once  there  the  hand 
that  grasps  the  most  powerful  gavel  in  Mississippi  is  likely  to  be  worn  from  farm  work  at  dawn  that  morning. 


Nevertheless,  in  the  four  years  since 
Smith  replaced  another  Southern  Miss 
alumnus,  Ed  Pittman,  as  chief  justice,  he 
has  proven  to  be  one  of  the  most  produc- 
tive chief  justices  in  the  state's  history. 
Smith  says  prior  to  his  first  election  to  the 
Supreme  Court  more  than  15  years  ago  he 
made  two  promises — first,  that  he  would 
be  efficient,  and  second,  that  he  would  be 
fair.  Since  then  he  has  worked  hard,  like 
his  days  as  a  student  and  cafeteria  worker 
at  Southern  Miss,  to  deliver  on  both 
promises.  The  chief  justice  says  he  has 


As  a  student,  Smith  resided  in  Forrest 
County  Hall  and  studied  history  and 
political  science. 

"We  were  pretty  active  back  then," 
Smith  quipped.  "I  skinned  a  deer  in  the 
dorm,  and  kept  a  pet  alligator  (he  captured 
from  Lake  Byron)  for  a  time"  However,  it 
was  not  all  fun  and  games,  he  notes. 

"Dr.  (John)  Gonzalez  and  Dr. 
(William)  Scarborough,  who  are  legends 
at  USM,  made  dramatic  impressions  on 
my  life.  They  taught  me  a  love  of  history 
and  of  learning." 


Above:  The  chief  justice  spoke  to  members  of  The  Legacy,  the  student  alumni  association,  earlier  this  year 

as  part  of  the  group's  Legislative  Day  in  Jackson. 


penned  more  than  800  majority  opinions 
to  date,  and  he  proudly  boasts  that  a 
recent  University  of  Chicago  study  ranked 
Mississippi's  Supreme  Court  the  second 
most  productive  state  supreme  court  in  the 
country.  In  2006,  Smith  was  named  one  of 
the  "500  Leading  Judges  in  America." 

His  work  ethic  is  just  one  of  the  posi- 
tive traits  he  says  was  fostered  during  his 
days  in  Hattiesburg. 

"I  worked  my  way  through  school, 
working  in  the  cafeteria,"  Smith  said  about 
his  days  at  Southern  Miss.  "Then  my  senior 
year  I  was  promoted  to  cashier.  The  people 
I  met,  the  friendships  I  made — some  of 
which  lasted  a  lifetime — are  so  important 
to  me.  It  was  a  growing  up  period  for  me." 


Smith  took  that  love  of  history  and 
the  pursuit  of  knowledge  and  ran  with 
it.  He  was  awarded  a  Juris  Doctorate 
from  the  Jackson  School  of  Law  at 
Mississippi  College  in  1972.  Beginning 
in  1973,  he  was  a  prosecuting  attorney 
for  the  city  of  Pearl,  and  in  1976  he  also 
served  as  Rankin  County  prosecuting 
attorney.  From  1977  to  1982,  he  served 
as  district  attorney  for  the  20th  Circuit 
Court  District.  From  1982  until  his  elec- 
tion to  the  Mississippi  Supreme  Court, 
he  was  county  court  judge  for  Rankin 
County.  He  was  elected  to  the  Mississippi 
Supreme  Court  in  1993.  and  became 
chief  justice  in  April  2004.  Along  the 
wav  Smith  also  served  three  years  in  the 
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United  States  Army  and  four  years  in  the 
Army  Reserve. 

Today,  Smith  remains  an  avid 
outdoorsman  despite  a  health  scare  that 
landed  him  in  the  hospital  in  2008. 

"That  was  a  wakeup  call,"  Smith  said. 
"I've  always  considered  myself  to  be  in 
excellent  shape.  Had  1  not  checked  in  to 
the  hospital  at  the  time  1  would  have  had 
a  heart  attack." 

Within  hours  of  his  release  from  the 
hospital,  Smith  says  he  could  feel  his 
health  had  been  improved — so  improved 
that  he  convinced  his  wife  Kathy  to 
stop  by  his  office  so  that  he  could  sign 
a  few  papers.  When  he  arrived  at  his 
office,  Smith  says  a  gift  from  the  Alumni 
Association  immediately  brought  a  smile 
to  his  face. 

"My  desk  had  been  cleared  off  and 
in  the  center  there  was  a  football  signed 
by  Ray  Guy,"  Smith  said.  "There  was  a 
note  attached  that  said  A  little  birdie 
told  me  that  this  might  help  your  re- 
covery.' You  will  never  know  how  much 
that  meant  to  me." 

Now  64  and  in  excellent  health, 
Smith  resides  in  the  Andrew  Chapel  com- 
munity of  Rankin  County  with  Kathy,  a 
teacher  who  has  instructed  high  school 
students  in  advanced  Latin  among  other 
subjects.  (Kathy  now  teaches  English 
at  Hinds  Community  College,  Rankin 
Campus.)  He  has  no  plans  to  retire  soon, 
and  the  court  is  as  active  as  ever.  Among 
his  top  priorities  is  the  successful  imple- 
mentation of  a  statewide,  computerized 


case  management  and 
electronic  filing  system, 
based  on  a  similar  system 
used  in  federal  courts. 
Such  a  system  would  allow 
attorneys  to  file  pleadings 
and  retrieve  documents 
via  the  Internet,  give 
courts  an  efficient  tool 
for  docket  management, 
and  make  courts  more  ac- 
cessible to  the  public.  An 
order  from  Smith  in  April 
approved  a  pilot  project 
in  Madison  Chancery  and 
Circuit  Court  and  follow- 
ing more  successful  test- 
ing and  implementation 
could  make  Mississippi 
the  first  state  to  adopt  an 
adaptation  of  the  federal  system.  Since 
Mississippi  inquired  about  use  of  the 
federal  system,  several  other  states  have 
expressed  interest  in  adopting  an  adapta- 
tion of  the  system  as  well.  Smith  says 
use  of  the  system  can  potentially  save 
millions  in  technology  development  costs 
while  at  that  same  time  give  the  state 
courts  access  to  a  proven  system  with 
which  attorneys  are  already  familiar. 
While  Smith  is  busy  with  the  court's 


caseload  and  initiatives,  he  remains  an 
active  alumnus.  He  served  as  commence- 
ment speaker  in  the  summer  of  2004, 
and  was  part  of  the  Alumni  Association's 
presidential  transition  team  prior  to  the 
hiring  of  Dr.  Martha  Saunders  as  the 
University's  ninth  president.  In  2006, 
he  was  inducted  into  the  Alumni  Hall 
of  Fame,  and  earlier  this  year  he  took 
the  time  to  speak  to  students  as  part 
of  the  student  alumni  association's 
trip  to  Jackson  as  part  of  The  Legacy's 
Legislative  Day. 

"Southern  Miss  has  been  a  big  part 
of  my  life.  I'm  so  grateful  to  those  who 
thought  me  worthy  of  those  honors," 
Smith  said  of  the  opportunity  to  serve  as 
commencement  speaker  and  his  induction 
into  the  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame.  "It  (induc- 
tion into  the  Hall  of  Fame)  was  a  humbling 
experience,  something  I  never  expected.  It 
was  the  furthest  thing  from  my  mind.  I'm 
just  a  country  lawyer  from  Pelahatchie."  §§ 


Left:  Smith  served  as  speaker  for  commencement 
ceremonies  in  summer  2004. 

:low:  Among  his  many  honors,  Chief  Justice  Jim 
Smith  was  inducted  into  the  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame 
in  2006. Smith  is  pictured  with  Vice  President  for 
Student  Affairs  Joe  Paul. 
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^.COMING     SCHOuft 


Presented  by 
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Sponsored  by  the 

Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association 

Friday,  October  31  •  Shotgun  Start- 8:30  a.m 
Hattiesburg  Country  Club 

Make  your  Homecoming  experience  more  enjoyable  by  participating 
in  the  10th  annual  Shell  Finish  Line/Southern  Miss  Alumni  Golf  Tournament 
to  be  held  for  the  first  time  at  the  Hattiesburg  Country  Club. 

Visit  our  web  site  at  www.SouthernMissAlumni.com 
or  call  601.266.5013  for  more  information  and  registration. 


Make  the  most  of  your  Homecoming 

2008  weekend  by  participating  in 

the  Homecoming  Scholarship  Golf 

Tournament.  This  tournament  has  all 

the  makings  of  a  perfect  golf  event: 

a  great  course,  fellowship  with  other 

Golden  Eagle  faithful,  and  a  worthy 

cause.  The  proceeds  will  benefit 

the  Legacy  Fund,  which  has  been 

created  to  provide  scholarships  for  the 

children  and  grandchildren  of  alumni. 


COMPLETE  AND  RETURN  THIS  FORM  TO 

Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  •  118  College  Drive  #5013  •  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-0001 


Team  Contact 
E-Mail: 


Phone 
Cell: 


Address: 


Team  Members 


No.  of  Mullisyn  Package 


No.  of  Players x  $  1 25  =  $ 

Payment  Method:  U)  Cheek      □  Cash      □  Credit  (MC  or  Visa) 

Credit  Card  No. Exp.  Date: 

Name  on  Card 


x$10  =  $ 


Make  Checks  Payable  to  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association 


i\ 
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irrri  snapshots) 


When  you  pack  your  bags  for  a  vacation,  be  sure  to  coordinate  your  wardrobe  with  black  and  gold  attire  and  bring  along  a  cam- 
era. Send  photos*  of  yourself,  your  family  and  friends,  and  we  will  print  as  many  as  space  allows  in  a  future  edition  of  Snapshots. 


Above:  Gloria  and  Randal  Turner  '81  bring  a  bil  of  black  and  gold  to  the  Grand  Canyon  on  a  recent  vacation. 
Left:  Lainey  James,  daughter  of  Eric  "Poncho"  James  '86  and  Wanda  James  enjoys  the  season-opener  from  the 
new  south  end  zone  at  The  Rock.  Bottom  Left:  Natchez  Mayor  Jake  Middleton  '73  poses  with  NFL  legend  Ray 
Guy  '78  at  the  Southwest  MS  Alumni  Fall  Kickoff  event  in  August. 


For  printing  purposes,  please  save  or  scan  your  photos  at  a  resolution  of  300  dpi.  If  you  have  any  questions,  contact  the  Alumni  Association  at  601.266.5013. 
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Worldly  music  and  art 

to  captivate  and  inspire 


Breaking  the  Veils  Art  Exhibit 

Women  artists  from  the  Islamic  World 
October  -  December  •  Historic  Train  Depot 

Live  After  Five 

Fall  outdoor  concert  series 
iVERY  Friday  in  October  •  Historic  Downtown 

Manuel  Barrueco  Concert 

88th  Symphony  Orchestra  Season 
October  9  •  Bennett  Auditorium 


Mobile  Street  Renaissance  Festival 

Blues,  barheque,  boxing  and  morel 
October  18  •  Historic  Mobile  Street 


Fall  Art  Walk 

Music  and  art-themed  street  party 
October  25  •  Historic  Downtown 


866.4-HA1TIE  •  visithattie.com 


(L>/ay  aj/'/n  friends 
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Now  is  your  chance  to  catch  up  on  the  news 
and  accomplishments  of  your  fellow  Golden 
Eagles.  To  submit  your  news  to  The  Talon, 
please  send  your  information  to  the  Southern 
Miss  Alumni  Association,  118  College 
Drive  #5013,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-0001, 
e-mail  alumni@usm.edu  or  post  it  online 
at  SouthernMissAlumni.com.  Deadline 
for  submissions  to  be  included  in  the  Fall 
2008  edition  is  October  10.  All  cities  are  in 
Mississippi  unless  otherwise  noted. 


1950s 


Brogan  '53  celebrated 
50  years  of  marriage  to  his  wife,  Donee  T. 
Brogan,  on  Dec.  28,  2007. 

Frances  Breland  Evans  '56  retired  in 
June  after  25  years  of  teaching  at  Glendale 
College.  She  welcomed  her  fourth  grand- 
child, Sienna,  in  July  2007.  She  and  her 
husband,  William,  will  celebrate  their  50th 
wedding  anniversary  in  October. 

Tank  '56  recently  returned 
to  Southeast  Missouri  University  to  teach 
full-time  and  serve  as  interim  director  of 


the  Center  for  Faulkner  Studies. 

Dorothy  Mae  Thomas  Harvey  '58  and 
Thomas  V.  Harvey  '58  were  married  on 
Sept.  24,  2006. 


1960s 


Martha  Lynn  Holcomb  Sims  '60  has 

two  grandsons  serving  overseas.  Brent 
Edwards  Sims  of  the  Army  is  stationed  in 
Baghdad,  Iraq,  and  Paul  Adam  Sims  of  the 
Air  Force  is  stationed  in  Tokyo. 

Henry  "Sonny"  Tucker  '60  was  recently  hon- 
ored during  the  Cordova  Community  Center's 
annual  Fourth  of  July  Parade  and  Celebration. 

63,  '64  announces  his 
appointment  as  a  United  First  Financial 
Independent  agent. 

James  H.  Andrews  '64, 

of  Andrews  Consulting 
Services,  is  currently 
under  contract  with  a 
national  housing 
development  firm,  a  regional  firm,  an 


architectural  firm,  a  legal  firm  and  a  housing 
authority.  Andrews  provides  technical 
assistance,  architectural  plan  reviews  and 
training  on  the  Americans  with  Disabilities 
Act,  the  Fair  Housing  Amendments  Act  and 
the  Rehabilitation  Act  of  1973.  He  resides  in 
Bowie,  Md.,  with  his  wife  and  has  a  son, 
Terrence,  and  a  daughter,  Alison.  He  can  be 
reached  through  his  Web  site,  www. 
AccessAndrews.com. 

John  L.  "Jack" 
Richmond  Jr.  '65  retired 
from  Parker  Hannifin 
Corporation  after  30 
years  of  service.  He  is 
currently  president  of  JLR  and  Associates. 

Irv  Cuevas  '67  recently 
received  a  Master  of  Arts 
degree  in  communications 
at  California  State 
University-Fullerton  where 
he  is  an  adjunct  professor  of  journalism. 

Greg  Odjakjian  '67  has  retired  after 
a  38-year  career  in  higher  education 
textbook  publishing. 


impressive 

For  108  Years,  you've  known  us  for  quality  printing. 
Now  you  can  depend  on  the  Hederman  name  for  all  your 
printed  communication  needs  including  short-run  digital 
color  printing,  fulfillment,  inserting,  and  direct  mail. 


%vJ&ffie(T£i;t<t  <*<? 


www.westsidestudioonline.com  www.artwithflair.com 

6555  Hwy  98  W.  Hattiesburg  4870  Hwy  589  Sumrall 

^evfoicia.  Scunnail 

601-579-9378  601-270-5506 

Two  New  USM  Prints  Available! 

"Seymour  Eagle" 


Available  in  2  sizes:  10.5x16.5  $45.& 
15x24.5  $75. 
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9  has  had  her  text- 
book, "Gerontological  Nursing  3e,"  named 
Book  of  the  Year  by  the  American  Journal 
of  Nursing.  Her  book,  "LVN's  Introduction 
to  Medical  Surgical  Nursing,"  is  the  lead- 
ing book  in  its  category. 

»9  retired  from  the  3M  com- 
pany on  Aug.  1,  2007,  after  31  years  of  service. 

9  retired  to 
Woodburn,  Ore.,  in  September  2007. 


1970s 


D  has  been  nomi- 
nated by  President  Bush  to  become  the 
newest  member  of  the  Tennessee  Valley 
Authority's  board  of  directors. 

'1  was  honored  by 
the  American  Taxation  Association  with 
the  Ray  M.  Sommerfield  Outstanding 
Educator  Award  for  his  career  contribu- 
tions to  tax-related  teaching,  research 
and  service.  Everett  matched  his  award  of 
$5,000  to  endow  an  accounting  scholar- 
ship at  Southern  Miss. 


0  has  accepted  the 
position  of  director  of  sales  for  Oerlikon 
Accotex,  Inc. 

jlonel  Tom  Watts  '71  was  named  the 
James  K.  Bettersworth's  History  Teacher  of 
the  Year  by  the  Mississippi  Historical  Society. 


WM 


71  has 

been  elected  to  the  board 
of  directors  of  HORNE 
LLP  where  he  will  serve 
as  secretary/treasurer. 


r3  was  elected  mayor  of 
Natchez  on  June  3,  2008.  He  is  president  of  Big 
M  Supply  Company  and  served  as  alderman  of 
Natchez  for  16  years  prior  to  his  election. 

Dianne  Elliot  Sellers  '74  will  serve  as  presi- 
dent of  the  Mississippi  Professional  Educators 
until  spring  2009.  MPE  is  a  premier  organi- 
zation of  educators  from  public  and  private 
schools,  community  colleges  and  universities. 

announces  the  birth  of 
his  granddaughters,  Olevia  and  Kennedy 
Shirley. 


A.  Jeff  Tisdale's  '74  first  novel,   The 
Tube,"  is  currently  being  published  by 
Bluewater  Press  of  Jacksonville,  Fla. 

Dr.  Charles  Worth  Leo  Hall  '76,  '80 

has  been  elected  national  director  and 
chaplain  of  the  Kadets  of  America.  He  and 
his  wife  also  announce  the  June  19,  2008, 
birth  of  their  son,  Andrew  Cabalfin  Hall. 

Charlotte  Ann 
Musgrove  Sizemore  '77 

and  Jeffery  Charles  Hintt 
Sr.  were  married  in 
Eureka  Springs,  Ark.,  on 

July  4,  2008.  The  couple  will  reside  in 

Versailles,  Mo. 


1980s 


John  V.  Ros  Jr.  '81  has 

been  named  senior  vice 
president  and  regional 
manager  of  Gilbane 
Building  Company's 
Southwest  region. 


'race  her  with 
uour  presents 


Planning  for  College 
Made  Easy! 

It's  never  too  early  to  plan  for  college  and  your 
credit  union  can  help!  Easy  online  federal  stu- 
dent loan  applications.  Check  out  these  websites: 

www.usmfedcu.org 
www.  Going2College .  org 
www.MyGreatLakes.org 


200  South  27th  Ave. 
Hattiesburg,  MS  39401 
Ph.  601.264.1764 
www.parrisjewelers.com 


3318  Hardy  Street 

Hattiesburg,  MS  39401 

601.450.41 14  or 

877.876.3281 

Lender  #  832727 


V  I'ninssitv  of  Southern  Mississippi 

\  Federal  Credit  Inkm 


Summer  2008 
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Louie  Ehrlich  is  the  new 
president  and  chief  information 
officer  (CIO)  of  Chevron  Infor- 
mation Technology  (ITC). 

A  native  of  Pascagoula, 
Ehrlich  earned  a  Bachelor  of  Sci- 
ence degree  in  computer  science 
from  Southern  Miss  in  1981  and 
a  Master  of  Business  Administra- 
tion degree  from  Houston  Baptist 
University  in  1993. 

Ehrlich  joined  Chevron  Cor- 
poration in  1981  as  a  program- 
mer analyst  in  New  Orleans, 
La.  After  serving  in  a  variety  of 
technology  support  positions, 
he  was  appointed  manager  of  Central  Information  Services  for  the  Upstream 
Technology  Company  in  April  1988  and  supported  a  worldwide  internal 
customer  base.  In  1 992,  he  was  named  manager  of  organization  renewal 
for  the  Upstream  Technology  Company,  and  in  1 996  was  a  member  of  the 
corporation's  IT  Vision  Team.  In  1997,  Ehrlich  was  named  Upstream  product 
and  service  manager  for  Chevron's  Information  Technology  Company,  a  pre- 
decessor to  the  Upstream  chief  information  officer  position.  In  2000,  he  was 
named  CIO  of  Downstream's  marketing  business,  and  then  CIO  of  Global 
Downstream/general  manager  of  North  America  Products  Company  upon  the 
formation  of  ChevronTexaco  Corp.  in  October  2001 .  Prior  to  his  most  recent 
promotion,  Ehrlich  was  vice  president  of  Services  and  Strategy  and  CIO  for 
Global  Downstream  for  1  8  months. 

Chevron  Corporation,  based  in  San  Ramon,  Calif.,  is  one  of  the  world's 
leading  integrated  energy  companies,  with  subsidiaries  that  conduct  business 
across  the  globe.  The  company's  success  is  driven  by  the  ingenuity  and  commitment 
of  approximately  59,000  employees  who  operate  across  the  energy  spectrum. 

"Louie  brings  demonstrated  leadership  skills  and  broad  information 
technology  experience  that  spans  the  full  breadth  of  Chevron's  business,"  said 
John  McDonald,  Chevron  vice  president  and  chief  technology  officer. 


Elizabeth  Sims  '81  serves  as  assistant 
superintendent  for  the  Forrest  County 
School  District. 

Colonel  John  "JC" 
Chambliss  '82  returned 
from  Iraq  on  Nov.  7, 
2007,  after  32  months  of 
service  as  commander 
of  the  16th  Military  Police  Brigade.  He  is 
now  assigned  to  the  US  Army  CID 
Command  as  the  deputy  commander. 
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Julia  Nosser  '82  announces  that  her 
son,  Joseph  Nosser,  is  attending  Southern 
Miss. 

Ross  DeWitt  Williams  '82  has  recently 
joined  the  EarthScience  group  of  Neel- 
Schaffer  in  Jackson  as  a  project  geologist. 

David  Anderson  '83  was  named 
deputy  director  of  the  Mississippi  State 
Department  of  Financial  Affairs  in 
February  2008. 


Col.  Jerry  L.  "Indy" 
Gandy  '84  assumed 
command  of  the  95th 
Air  Base  Wing  and 
duties  as  the  Installation 
Commander  of  Edwards  Air  Force  Base. 

Cheryl  Soley  '85  was  named  2007-2008 
Teacher  of  the  Year  by  the  Lafourche 
Parish  School  Board. 

Ben  Burnett  '86,  '89,  '02  was  elected 
Lamar  County  Superintendent  of 
Education  in  August  2007. 

Jamie  O'Quinn  '86  has  a  newly  syndi- 
cated column,  "Hollywood  South." 

Jacob  Kyle  Cunningham  '87,  '96,  '05 

has  completed  the  Education  Specialist 
program  at  Piedmont  College  in 
Demorest,  Ga.  This  fall,  he  will  assume 
his  position  as  a  guidance  counselor  at 
East  Paulding  High  School  in  Dallas,  Ga. 

Sandie  Fowler  Dellacroce  '87  has 

accepted  the  position  of  director  of 
Allocation  and  Replenishment  at  Chico's 
F.A.S.  in  Fort  Myers,  Fla. 


Terry  King  '88  has 

been  awarded  the 
Thrivent  Financial 
Volunteer  Excellence 
Award  in  the  financial 
representative  category. 


Katier  Mercer  '88  and  Shawn  Mercer 

'91  were  recently  awarded  the  2007 
National  Stocker  Award  for  their  cattle 
operation  in  south  Mississippi. 

Lloyd  Sims  '89  has  been  named 
Cambridge  Who's  Who  Professional  of 
the  Year  in  Healthcare  Services. 


1990s 


Kimeron  Hardin  '90 

recently  authored 
"Loving  Ourselves:  The 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Guide 
to  Self-Esteem," 
published  in  March 
2008  by  Alyson  Books  in  New  York  City. 
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Richard  E.  Smith  Jr.  '90  was  elected 
district  attorney  for  the  Ninth  Judicial 
District  of  Mississippi  on  Nov.  6,  2007. 

V.  Carlos  Slawson  '91 

was  recently  presented 
with  the  2008  American 
Real  Estate  Society 
William  N.  Kinnard 
Young  Scholar  Award  in  recognition  ol  his 
high  quality  research  contributions  to  the 
real  estate  discipline. 

'91  announces  the  Nov. 
20,  2007,  birth  of  her  great-granddaughter, 
Addison  Brooke. 

Jeffrey  Moon  '93  was  appointed  city  manager 
of  the  city  of  Woodstock,  Ga.,  in  April  2008. 

LaDonna  Benton  Tullos  '93,  '96  was  named 
the  2008  Alan  R.  Barton  Teacher  of  Excellence 
Award  winner  by  Mississippi  Power.  She  is  a 
kindergarten  teacher  at  Folsum  Elementary. 

Mindelyn  Tustain  Austin  '94  announces 
the  Feb.  17,  2007,  birth  of  her  daughter, 
Hope  Haley  Austin.  She  is  welcomed  by 
big  brothers  Kyle,  Luck  and  Mick. 

Joel  L.  Blackledge  '94 
and  Shelly  Goodbread 
Blackledge  '96,  '01 

announce  the  Feb.  9, 
2008,  birth  of  their 
daughter,  Joelly  Hollyn  Blackledge.  She  is 
welcomed  by  Golden  Eagle  grandparents 
Mollie  W.  Blackledge  '55,  '56,  Terrence 
M.  Goodbread  '68,  '86  and  Rita  M. 
Goodbread  '68. 

Paul  Heard  '94  and  Leslie  Fay  Heard 
announce  the  Jan.  17,  2008,  birth  of  their 
son,  Clayton  Parker  Heard.  He  is  wel- 
comed by  brothers  Patch  and  Nathan. 

Kristi  Breland-Nobles  '94  and  David 
Nobles  announce  the  Oct.  30,  2007,  birth 
of  their  son,  John  David  Nobles. 

Mila  Padgett  '95  received  the  National 
Intramural  Recreational  Sports  Association's 
2008  National  Service  Award  for  her 
dedication  and  leadership  as  co-chair  ol  the 
National  Conference  Program  Committee. 


A  Life  Member  of  the  Alumni 
Association,  Dr.  Nancy  New 
Boyll  has  not  only  dedicated  he 
life  to  education  as  a  teacher  b 
she  has  given  much  time  and 
energy  to  creating  educational 
support  services  for  all  ages. 

Boyll  received  a  Bachelor  of 
Science  degree  in  English/edu- 
cation as  well  as  a  doctorate  in 
educational  administration  and 
leadership  from  Southern  Miss. 
Somewhere  along  the  way,  she 
made  the  time  to  create  special 
purpose  schools  with  unique  mis- 
sions to  address  diverse  learning 


In  the  early  1 990's  Boyll  left  her  public  school  duties  and  established  New 
Learning  Resources,  Inc.,  a  multi-purpose  educational  center  focusing  on  diverse 
services  to  include  tutoring  and  parent  education.  She  later  expanded  those 
efforts  info  K-l  2  accredited  school  programs.  She  currently  serves  as  executive 
director  of  New  Summit  School,  New  Summit  Online,  North  New  Summit  and 
is  co-founder  of  New  Delta  Preparatory  School.  In  addition,  she  serves  as  the 
executive  director  of  the  Mississippi  Community  Education  Center,  a  501  (c)3 
organization  that  was  originally  established  30  years  ago  at  Southern  Miss 
through  a  grant  from  the  Mott  Foundation. 

Located  in  Jackson,  New  Summit  School  was  established  in  1 997  as  a 
special  purpose  school  servicing  grades  K-l  2.  It  is  accredited  through  SACS 
and  the  Mississippi  Department  of  Education.  Likewise,  North  New  Summit 
was  established  in  Greenwood  following  the  same  mission  as  New  Summit 
School,  Jackson.  Both  schools  provide  individual  academic  attention  while 
encouraging  emotional  and  social  growth.  Boyll's  most  recent  endeavor, 
New  Delta  Preparatory  School,  serves  grades  7-12  by  combining  rigorous 
accelerated  curriculum  and  innovative  programs  to  provide  students  with  an 
academic  experience  preparing  them  for  college. 

Boyll  firmly  believes  that  her  years  at  Southern  Miss  attribute  to  success 
realized  in  her  educational  services.  Of  great  pride  to  her  is  that  she  has 
raised  two  graduates  of  Southern  Miss,  Zach  New  '06  and  Jess  New  '03.  Dr. 
Boyll  recently  welcomed  a  new  Golden  Eagle  grandson,  Luke  Marshall  New, 
son  of  Jess  and  Allison  New  '01 . 


A 


Deon  Gates  '96  has 

been  promoted  to 
manager  of  corporate 
applications  for  Cellular 
South. 


Bill  Parker  '96,  '00  and 
Gretchen  Zehender 
Parker  '97  and  big 
sister,  Grace,  announce 
the  Feb.  22,  2008,  birth 
of  their  son,  Liam  Thomas  Parker. 
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Farmer  Receives  Lifetime  Achievement  Award 


The  Living 
Independence  for 
Everyone  chapter 
of  Mississippi  pre- 
sented its  Lifetime 
Achievement 
award  to  Dr. 
Constance  Marie 
Farmer  at  the  LIFE/ARC  conference  held 
in  Philadelphia.  LIFE  is  a  non-profit 
organization  dedicated  to  enhancing  the 
lives  of  individuals  with  significant  dis- 
abilities in  Mississippi.  The  organization's 
goal  is  to  assist  in  the  independent  living 
empowerment  of  people  with  disabilities 
by  providing  the  five  core  independent 
living  services  of  information  and 
referral,  peer  support,  advocacy,  skills 


training  and  transition  assistance.  LIFE 
presents  it  Lifetime  Achievement  Award 
annually  to  individuals  who  exemplify 
the  organization's  values.  The  award  was 
given  to  Farmer  for  her  commitment  to 
enhancing  the  lives  of  the  disabled.  She 
was  nominated  for  the  award  by  fellow 
LIFE  member  Kris  McNair. 

Farmer  has  the  distinction  of  being 
the  first  African-American  selected  as 
a  student  diabetic  representative  at  the 
Gulf  Coast  Veterans  Administration 
hospitals,  the  first  African-American 
student  elected  to  the  University's 
Student/Faculty  Disciplinary  Committee 
and  the  first  African-American  dietitian 
to  head  the  Arkansas  statewide  nutri- 
tion programs  for  the  elderly.  Farmer 


is  also  the  only  registered  dietitian 
in  the  United  States  to  head  the  State 
Licensing  Agency  for  the  Randolph- 
Shepard  Vendors  Program  for  Blind 
Entrepreneurs,  Vendors,  and  Food 
Service  Owners.  She  also  served  as  the 
president  of  the  fund  raising  committee 
for  the  Arkansas  Council  for  the  Blind. 

In  Hattiesburg,  Farmer  served  as 
president  of  the  Elna  Garner  support 
group.  She  continues  to  work  with  other 
organizations  including  ShareCare, 
AARP  and  Grace  Temple  Ministries. 
Farmer  is  also  a  board  member  of  LIFE 
of  South  Mississippi.  Farmer  cur- 
rently teaches  Biology  I,  Biology  II  and 
Technology  Discover  at  Mendenhall 
High  School. 


Alumnus  to  be  Inducted  into  REBAC  Hall  of  Fame 

John  Lazenby 
'69,  70  will  be  hon- 


ored as  one  of  four 
inductees  into  the 
Real  Estate  Buyer's 
Agent  Council 
(REBAC)  Hall  of 
Fame  in  November. 
Lazenby,  of  Colony  Realty  Group  in 
Florida,  has  sold  properties  for  devel- 
opers of  some  of  the  most  prestigious 
communities  in  Windermere,  Fla.,  and 
southwest  Orlando,  Fla.,  during  his 
more  than  20  years  as  a  realtor. 

Lazenby  has  ranked  as  one  of  the  top 
three  Realtors  in  Windermere  and  one 


of  the  top  20  Realtors  in  Orange  County, 
Fla.,  consistently  over  the  last  five  years. 
His  2007  transactions  were  valued  at  more 
than  $17  million,  pushing  his  total  for  the 
last  five  years  to  more  than  $100  million. 

He  has  earned  the  Accredited  Buyer 
Representative  (ABR)  designation  and 
the  Accredited  Luxury  Home  Specialist 
(ALHS)  designation.  John  was  named 
the  Master  Custom  Builder  Council's 
Agent  of  the  Year  and  participated  in  the 
Orlando  Regional  Realtor  Association's 
(ORRA)  "Making  of  a  Leader"  con- 
ference in  2003.  He  serves  on  the 
Grievance  Committee  and  the  Strategic 
Planning  Committee  of  ORRA. 


The  Life  Member  of  the  Alumni 
Association  has  served  as  a  member  of 
the  Association's  Board  of  Directors  and 
was  a  founding  member  of  the  College 
of  Business  Advisory  Council. 

He  sits  on  the  associate  board  of 
directors  of  the  Florida  Citrus  Sports 
Association,  where  he  is  on  the 
Selection  Committee  for  the  Capital  One 
and  Champs  Sports  bowls  and  has  been 
a  team  host  for  the  Champs  Sports  Bowl 
for  the  last  four  years. 

The  REBAC  has  more  than  50,000 
members  and  more  than  38,000  Accredited 
Buyer  Representatives  designees. 


Reginald  Perkins  '96 

has  been  promoted  to 
manager  of  billing 
operations  for  Cellular 
South. 


7  and  Rachel 

7  of  Rabat, 
Morocco,  announce  the  March  6,  2008, 
adoption  of  their  daughters,  Leah  Alison 
and  Leila  Rebekah. 


Dr.  Samuel  Jones  '97,  '02  completed  his 
Ph.D.  at  Mississippi  State  University  in  2006. 

Tricia  Losavio  '97  received  the  National 
Intramural  Recreational  Sports  Association's 
2008  National  Service  Award  for  her  con- 
tribution and  leadership  with  the  inaugural 
NCS  National  Flag  Football  Championship. 

7  resides  in  Beaumont, 
Texas,  with  her  husband,  Tim,  and  their 
children  Haleigh,  Kendal  and  Tyler. 


'9  and  Amy  Lee 
Fooladi  announce  the  April  28,  2008, 
birth  of  their  daughter,  Amari  Leilah 
Fooladi.  She  is  welcomed  by  Golden  Eagle 
grandparents  Dr.  Mike  M.  Fooladi '/ 
and  Dr.  Marjaneh  M.  Fooladi  '00,  and 
uncle  Arsalan  Mark  Fooladi  '00,  '01 . 

Cherrie  Causey  Nelson  '99  has  been 
awarded  the  Certified  Trust  and  Financial 
Advisor  professional  designation. 


56 


mm 


ALUMNI  ALMANAC 


Alumni  Elected  to  Mississippi 

Bankers  Association  Board  of  Directors 

Two  Southern  Miss  graduates  were  recently 
elected  to  the  Mississippi  Bankers  Association 
Board  of  Directors.  William  M.  Salters  will  rep- 
resent the  Natchez  area,  and  Todd  Mixon  will 
represent  the  Hattiesburg  area. 

Salters  is  currently  the  executive  vice  president 
and  chief  financial  officer  at  Britton  &  Koontz  Bank 
in  Natchez.  Prior  to  this  promotion,  he  served  as 
a  controller  and  loan  administrator  for  Natchez 
First  Federal  Savings  Bank.  He  brings  more  than 
15  years  of  experience  to  the  board  of  directors. 
Salters  earned  a  bachelor's  degree  in  account- 
ing from  Southern  Miss  and  a  master  of  business 
administration  degree  from  Alcorn  State  University. 
He  lurthered  his  banking  education  by  completing 
the  Executive  Management  School  of  Banking  at 
i  lie  University  of  Georgia  and  other  professional 
education  courses. 

Mixon  is  the  regional  chief  executive  officer  ot  the 
Heritage  Banking  Group  in  Hattiesburg.  Prior  to  this 
position,  Mixon  served  as  group  president  for  Regions 
Bank.  During  his  25  years  at  Regions  Bank,  Mixon 
held  several  leadership  positions  including  chairman 
of  the  board  and  CEO  of  Union  Planters  Bank  of 
Southern  Mississippi.  He  also  assisted  with  the  bank's  transitions  from  Sunburst  to 
Union  Planters  and  Regions  Bank. 

Mixon,  a  past  member  ol  the  USM  Foundation  Board  of  Directors,  currently 
lives  in  Hattiesburg.  He  earned  a  bachelor's  degree  from  Southern  Miss  and  fur- 
thered his  banking  education  by  completing  the  Mississippi  School  of  Banking, 
the  Graduate  School  of  Banking  at  Louisiana  State  University,  and  numerous 
courses  through  the  American  Institute  of  Banking. 

Salters  is  president  of  the  Copiah-Lincoln  Community  College  Foundation 
Board  of  Directors,  and  he  is  a  director  of  the  Natchez  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
Salters  is  also  a  past  president  of  the  Natchez  Kiwanis  Club. 

Salters  and  Mixon  will  serve  three-year  terms  on  the  board  of  directors.  The 
Mississippi  Bankers  Association  includes  103  commercial  banks  and  savings 
institutions,  which  represent  99  percent  ol  the  bank  deposits  in  Mississippi. 


Currie  Accepts  Distinguished 
Service  Award  from  Diocese 


Todd  Mixon 


r\ 


» 


Vincent  Currie  Jr. 
was  presented  with 
the  Distinguished 
Service  Award  from 
the  Central  Gulf 
Coast  Diocese  of  the 
Episcopal  Church 
during  the  church's 

37th  Annual  Convention  held  in  Mobile, 
Ala.  The  award  recognizes  lay  men 
and  women  whose  work  in  the  diocese 
provides  an  example  for  others. 

Currie  began  his  work  with  the 
church  as  a  lay  delegate  to  the  Primary 
Convention  of  the  Diocese  of  the  Central 
Gull  Coast  in  1970,  and  has  been  active  in 
the  church  ever  since.  During  this  time. 
Currie  served  as  a  member  of  the  Standing 
Committee  and  treasurer  of  the  diocese.  In 
1976,  he  was  elected  to  be  a  lay  deputy  to 
the  General  Convention.  Currie  also  held 
several  leadership  positions  in  the  House 
of  Deputies.  He  has  been  elected  to  the 
executive  council  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
and  twice  to  the  board  of  trustees  of  the 
Church  Pension  Fund.  Currie  currently 
serves  the  Central  Gulf  Coast  Diocese  as 
diocesan  administrator. 

In  addition  to  his  church  duties,  Currie 
is  an  active  citizen  of  Pensacola,  Fla.  He 
serves  as  president  of  two  Rotary  Clubs, 
and  is  part  of  the  Grievance  Committee  of 
the  First  Judicial  Circuit  of  the  Florida  Bar. 
Currie  is  also  a  board  member  for  several 
organizations  including  the  United  Way, 
Lakeview  Center,  Baptist  Health  Care, 
YMCA  and  Leadership  Mobile. 


Edward  Scott  Thompson  'S  9  has 

been  hired  as  a  development  officer 
for  the  Sigma  Phi  Epsilon  Educational 
Foundation. 


2000s 


Robert  R.  Bartran  III  '00  has  been  pro 
moted  to  major  in  the  U.S.  Army.  He  has 
two  children,  Tristan,  8,  and  Karsten,  3. 


Marcelline  Vergez  '00 

and  Ken  Behrens  were 
married  on  May  24, 
2008.  She  also  received 
a  master  of  science 

degree  in  community  development  I  torn 

Delta  State  University. 


Jennifer  Delmas  Clark 
'01  and  Stephen  W.  Cl 

'03  were  married  on  Dec. 
20,  2007  The  couple  will 
reside  in  Yickshurg 


Ashley  Boyette  Creekmore  '01  an- 
nounces the  June  11,  2007.  birth  of  her 
daughter,  Enulv  Nicole  Creekmore. 


Brandy  Mann  '01  announces  the  V  \ 
10,  2007.  birth  of  her  son.  Harrison  Blake 
Mann. 

Theresa  Pridemore  '01  has  launched 
her  own  freelance  design  business  in 
Portland.  Ore 
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>1  has  started  his  own 
poultry  business,  Smith  Lake  Farms  Inc.,  of 
Brookhaven. 

•I  recently  began  a  new 
Kappa  Delta  Alumnae  Association  for 
South  Central  Mississippi.  She  is  an 
academic  counselor  at  Copiah-Lincoln 
Community  College. 

2  recently  moved  to 
New  Orleans  temporarily  to  teach  and  aid 
in  recovery  from  Hurricane  Katnna. 

2  and  Blake  Hamm 

3  were  married  on  Dec.  22,  2007,  in 
Biloxi.  The  couple  currently  resides  in 

Arlington,  Va. 

f^lfe  Jonathan  Hoda  '02 

|  graduated  from  medical 
^^     /^^ 

%  currently  in  residence  in 

-:-"  Internal  Medicine  at  the 
Medical  University  of  South  Carolina  in 
Charleston,  S.C. 

2  has  received  a 
medical  retirement  from  the  military  and 


now  resides  in  Hattiesburg  with  his  wife, 
Kizza,  and  their  children,  Kevin  Jr.  and 
Janiya. 


V* 


Shelly  Morrow  Russum 
'02  and  Hunter 
Russum  '03  announce 

the  April  26,  2008, 
birth  of  their  son, 
Gaines  Baker  Russum. 

Christopher  "Chris" 
George  Sellers  '02 

graduated  on  May  23, 
2008,  from  the 
University  of  Mississippi 
School  of  Dentistry  in  Jackson.  He  will 
serve  in  the  U.S.  Navy  in  South  Carolina 
for  three  years. 

Lindsay  Curry  Skipper 

2  and  Ben  Skipper 
announce  the  May  8, 
2008,  birth  of  their 
second  son,  Cade 

Jeremiah.  The  Skippers  currently  reside 

in  Petal. 


Jennifer  Harris  Freeman  '03  currently 
resides  in  Beaumont  with  her  husband, 
Jeremey,  and  their  children,  Joshua  Caden, 
Jenna  Nicole  and  Jordan  Michael. 

Carlo  Kelly  Hodge  '03 
and  David  Ryan  Hodge 

'03  were  married  on 
June  16,  2007,  in 
Hattiesburg  at  Big  Creek 

Wildlife  Lodge.  The  couple  is  expecting 

their  first  child  this  fall. 

Amanda  Barclay  Dickerson  '04  an- 
nounces the  Nov.  5,  2007,  birth  of  her  son, 
Joseph  Barclay  Dickerson. 

Darris  McKenzie  '04  and  Adrienne  Porter 
'05  were  married  on  Oct.  6,  2007,  in 
Atlanta. 

Adam  J.  Spicer  '04  has 

received  his  juris 
doctorate  degree  from 
the  University  of 
Kentucky  College  of 
Law.  After  passing  the  bar,  he  will  practice 
law  with  the  Butler  Snow  law  firm  in 
Jackson. 
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Watchful  Eyes." 


These  coeds  stand  at  the  gate  to 

Mississippi  Normal  College.  The  photo 

is  featured  in  "Dearly  Brought,  Deeply 

Treasured:  The  University  of  Southern 

Mississippi,  1912-1987/'  the  detailed 

history  of  Southern  Miss,  written  by 

alumnus  Dr.  Chester  "Bo"  Morgan. 
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Communicating  with  Intelligence" 

James  S.  Major  '63         ^^^^^^i 
444  pages,  $45 
Scarecrow  Press,  200 

Since  September 
11,  2001,  colleges  a 
universities  nationwide 
have  expanded 
their  curricula  to  include 
intelligence  and  national  security . 
many  offering  degrees  in  the  subje 
"Communicating  with  Intelligence"  is 
designed  to  provide  essential  informa- 
tion regarding  the  preparation  of  written 
products  or  intelligence  briefings. 

The  book  is  divided  into  two  parts 
—  part  one,  "Writing  with  Intelligence," 
contains  material  on  reading  intelligence 
publications  and  on  the  basics  of  writing  in 
the  intelligence  profession,  and  part  two, 
"Briefing  with  Intelligence,"  deals  with  the 
fundamental  principles  of  an  intelligence 
briefing  and  includes  information  on  gain- 
ing self-confidence  behind  the  podium. 

Every  chapter  ends  with  exercises, 
many  of  which  can  be  completed  in  the 
classroom  to  facilitate  group  activity 
or  by  an  individual  pursuing  the  study 
independently. 

James  S.  Major  spent  40  years  in 
intelligence,  serving  in  both  military  and 


civilian  capacity,  in  assignments  at  the 
tactical,  operational,  strategic  and  national 
levels.  He  has  previously  written  15  books, 
all  published  by  the  U.S.  Government,  and 
in  1997  he  was  awarded  the  National 
Intelligence  Medal  of  Achievement. 


owing  up  in  Mississippi 

Edited  by  Charline  R.  McCord  '05 

1 76  pages,  $25 

University  Press  of  Mississippi,  2008 

"Growing  Up  in  Mississippi"  shares 
experiences  and  impressions  from  a 
multifaceted  group  representing  all  areas 
of  the  state  and  many  professions,  talents 
and  temperaments.  Parents,  teachers, 
churches,  communities,  landscape  and  his- 
torical context  profoundly  influenced  these 
men  and  women  when  they  were  young. 
Spanning  more  than  five  decades,  these 
essays  give  us  a  glimpse  of  the  people 
and  places  that  nurtured  these  outstanding 
individuals  and  their  remarkable  gifts. 

Charline  R.  McCord,  a  freelance  editor 
in  Clinton,  is  associate  director  and  direc- 
tor of  communications  at  the  Center  for 
Substance  Abuse  Prevention's  Southeast 
Center  for  the  Application  of  Prevention 
Technologies.  She  has  also  edited  several 
collections  of  stories,  including  "Christmas 
Stories  from  Mississippi." 


Andrew^  English  '84,  '87 
1 50  pag<S^  57  illustrations 
Gateway  Pfess,  Inc.,  2008 

This  detailed  story  of  the  great 
prizefight  between  John  L  Sullivan  and 
Jake  Kilrain  on  July  8,  1889,  contains 
57  illustrations,  some  of  which  have  not 
been  published  in  oter  a  century.  The  last 
bare-knuckle  fight  forN|he  heavyweight 
championship  took  pldte,that  day  in 
Richburg,  Miss.,  at  a  siteNannounced  at  the 
last  minute.  On  July  7,  mote  than  2,500 
ticket  holders  gathered  in  New  Orleans 
and  boarded  two  chartered1 grains,  while 
a  third  carried  Sullivan,  Kilraii\and  their 
entourages  to  Charles 
Rich's  plantation  just 
a  few  miles  south  of 
Hattiesburg.  The  fight       Hj 
lasted  75  rounds,  with 
Sullivan  emerging  as  the 
winner.  The  book  also 
details  the  post-fight  trials 
of  the  competitors  and  the 
actions  of  Mississippi  Gov. 
Robert  Lowry  to  bring  them  to  jut. 

Andrew  English  earned  a  pair  of  his- 
tory degrees  from  Southern  Miss,  includ- 
ing a  master's  in  1987. 


Wilson  '04  was  hired  in  April 
2008  as  a  client  recovery  specialist  for 
the  Hurricane  Recovery  Program  at  the 
Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  Chapter  of  the 
American  Red  Cross  in  Biloxi. 

Martha  L  Metzler  '05  was  chosen  to 
participate  in  "FOCUS,"  a  leadership  pro- 
gram for  individuals  in  the  Department  of 
Mental  Health. 

David  Miller  Sarton  '05  is  the  current 
team  captain  for  Forrest  General's  regis- 
tration department  Relay  for  Life  efforts 
and  also  performs  with  a  sketch  comedy 
troupe  called  Feed  the  Bears. 

Dana  Elise  Smith  '05  is  currently  em- 
ployed as  a  videographer  for  the  Public 


Affairs  department  at  Camp  Shelby.  She 
is  also  making  a  feature  film  for  various 
film  festivals  titled,  "Cagin  of  Chrysaint." 

Jeff  Spurlock  '05  received  the  Ingalls 
Award  for  Excellence  in  Classroom 
Teaching  at  Troy  University. 

Chris  Walker  '05,  '06  and  Janet  Payi 

6  were  engaged  in  June. 

Christina  Cariveau  '06  and  Nathan  White 
were  married  June  19,  2008,  in  a  private 
ceremony  on  Forrest  Lake,  Ontario. 

Rita  Denton  '06  and  Jeremiah  < 
Denton  '06  were  married  on  April  1LL 
2008.  The  couple  will  reside  in  Dallas. 
Texas. 


Deborah  Kay  Macias  '06  has  been 
named  the  Local  History  Librarian  tor  Rio 
Rando  Public  Library  in  Rio  Rancho.  N.M. 
She  also  announces  the  Oct.  9,  2007.  birth 
of  her  granddaughter,  Isabella  Macias. 

Leah  Young  '06  has  been  hired  by 
Quicksilver  Creative  of  Jackson  as  an 
account  coordinator. 

Emily  Deluca  '07  and  Dale  Holmes  'C 

were  married  on  July  12.  200S.  in  New 
Orleans 

Gabrielle  Lewis  McQueen  '07  was 

awarded  a  SI. 000  New  Teacher 
Assistance  Grant  by  Mississippi  Power. 
She  is  married  to  Matthew  McQueen  '06 
and  resides  in  Oak  Grove. 
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Brittany  Taylor  '07, 

center,  was  one  of  three 
students  honored  by 
/V-:-'  '    -J     North  Oaks  Health 
'lMU       >       Systems  lor  her 
successful  completion  of  their  Dietetic 
Internship  program.  She  was  awarded  the 
Carol  Bertrand  Award,  created  in  memory 
of  the  late  Bertrand,  who  was  a  registered 
dietitian  and  graduate  of  North  Oaks' 
second  Dietetic  Internship  class. 

Alison  Eavenson  Webster  '07  and  Adam 
Webster  were  married  on  June  9,  2007. 
The  couple  resides  in  Seminary. 

Keith  Pigott  '08  graduated  from  Southern 
Miss  in  May  2008  with  his  Ph.D.  in  physi- 
cal education.  He  is  employed  as  a  science 
teacher  and  football  coach  at  Stone  High 
School  in  Wiggins. 

Jayson  Dillon  has  been  hired  by 
Quicksilver  Creative  of  Jackson  as  part  of 
the  Graphic  Design  department. 

In  Memoriam 

Sara  Brister  '37  of  Brandon  died  June  18, 

2008. 

Bobbie  Shaw  Ellis  '38  of  Wetumpka, 

Ala.,  died  July  7,  2008. 

Madge  Gully  VanDevender  '39  of 

Albuquerque,  N.M.,  died  July  8,  2008. 

Jewel  P.  Neal  '43  of  Meridian  died  May 

7,  2008. 

Riddell  William  Alexander  '49  of 

Ottawa,  Ontario,  died  June  15,  2008. 

Jack  J.  Brent  '50  of  Murfreesboro,  Tenn., 

died  June  24,  2008. 

Wanda  Boyles  Klimczak  '50  of  Baton 

Rouge,  La.,  died  June  10,  2008. 

Doris  Batson  Burt  '51  of  Natchez,  La., 


died  May  23,  2008. 

Sr.  '53  of  Biloxi  died 
April  25,  2008. 

Durwood  Fondren  '53  of  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  died  Jan.  22,  2008. 
Andrew  L.  Franklin  '53  of  Picayune  died 
June  24,  2008. 

Nicholas  Arthur  Revon  Jr.  '54  of 
Metairie,  La.,  died  June  30,  2008. 
Virginia  Morgan  Wright  '55  of 
Charlotte,  N.C.,  died  June  18,  2008. 
Robert  S.  Comer  Sr.  '56  of  LaPlace,  La., 
died  June  5,  2008. 
Marian  Middleton  Duncan  '56  of 
Tylertown  died  June  8,  2008. 
Leo  M.  Mitchell  '56  of  Bogalusa,  La.,  died 
April  15,  2008. 

Richard  J.  Troxler  '58  of  Metairie,  La., 
died  May  23,  2008. 

Latriece  Simmons  Wade  '58  of  Soso  died 
April  20,  2008. 

Thomas  J.  "Tom"  Walker  '61  of 
Hattiesburg  died  May  23,  2008. 
James  B.  Permenter  Jr.  '62  of  Marion 
died  May  8,  2008. 

Billie  Jean  Rutledge  '63  of  Brookhaven 
died  July  4,  2008. 

William  F.  Wells  Jr.  '63  of  Waynesboro 
died  April  22,  2008. 
Hugh  T.  Gambill  '64  of  Meridian  died 
May  18,  2008. 

James  Marion  "Butch"  Knight  '65  of 
Ocean  Springs  died  May  12,  2008. 
George  Elis  Leggett  '66  of  McComb  died 
June  10,  2008. 

Larry  Wayne  Moran  '66  of  Gautier  died 
June  3,  2008. 

Herma  Brewer  Trest  '66  of  Laurel  died 
June  5,  2008. 

Nell  LeCroy  Beasley  '67  of  Pensacola, 
Fla.,  died  April  29,  2008. 
James  David  Wittman  '67  of  Perkinston 
died  April  19,  2008. 


Present  your  Alumni  Association  membership  card 
for  a  10%  discount  off  food  purchases. 
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'68  of  Russellvillc, 
Ala.,  died  January  15,  2008. 
Ronald  E.  Kopesky  '68  of  Fairhope,  Ala  , 
died  June  23,  2008. 

of  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  died 
February  7,  2008. 

'0  of  Jackson  died 
April  18,  2008. 

'0  of  Biloxi  died  April 
20,  2008. 

'0  of  Gulfport  died 
July  2,  2008. 

'rice  '70  of  Brandon 
died  April  21,  2008. 
Peter  V.  Skrmetta  Jr.  70  of  Indian 
Harbour  Beach,  Fla.,  died  June  16,  2008. 

':  of  Schertz,  Texas, 
died  April  18,  2008. 

David  Cobb  '71  of  Perkinston  died 
July  4,  2008. 

1  of  El  Paso,  Texas, 
died  May  6,  2008. 

71  of  Baton  Rouge,  La., 
died  May  10,  2008. 

2  of  Bullard, 
Texas,  died  June  9,  2008. 

'3  of  Meridian  died 
April  28,  2008. 

'3  of  Simmesport,  La., 


died  May  6,  2008. 

Thomas  G.  Melvin  75  of  Long  Beach  died 

April  29,  2008. 

7  of  Raymond  died  April  14, 
2008. 

Nicholas  Langford  Kowaluk  '77  of 
Vicksburg  died  April  13,  2008. 

'8  of  New 
Orleans  died  July  8,  2008. 
Wilmuth  C.  "Bill"  Lucas  79  of 
Diamondhead  died  April  23,  2008. 

0  of  Flora  died 
May  24,  2008. 

0  of  Fernday,  La., 
died  |une  25,  2008. 

3  of  Petal  died 
July  12,  2008. 

4  of 
Mize  died  March  12,  2008. 
Dr.  William  Randal  "Randy"  Norris  '86,  '89 
of  Wichita  Falls,  Texas,  died  April  24,  2008. 

7  of  Richland, 
Mich.,  died  June  17,2008. 

■SofElberta,  Ala., 
died  June  10,2008. 

'0  of 
Gautier  died  June  17,  2008. 

ol 
Magee  died  May  11,  2008. 


Anthony  O.  "Buddy"  Griffith  '94  of 

Beaumont,  Texas,  died  Feb.  22,  2008. 

Harry  "Jay"  Sartin  '96  of  Mobile,  Ala.. 

died  April  17,  2008. 

Jon  Jason  Weathers  '97  of  Hattiesburg 

died  July  12,2008. 

Delos  Hudson  Burks  of  Picayune  died  July 

8,  2008. 

Richard  Hamlin  Burrow  II  of  Vicksburg 

died  April  22,  2008. 

Ronnie  Philip  "Ron"  Edwards  of  Daphne. 

Ala.,  died  April  14,  2008. 

Ralph  Raymond  Goodman  of 

Diamondhead  died  March  10,  2008. 

Joseph  Holliman  of  Biloxi  died  July  1,  2008. 

Sandra  Hitt  Mascagni  of  Lake  Village, 

Ark.,  died  May  6,  2008. 

Laura  C.  Matheme  of  Petal  died  April  22, 

2008. 

J.  Gordon  Mitchell  of  West  Monroe,  La., 

died  April  27,  2008. 

Jean  Brown  Peden  of  Pass  Christian  died 

July  9,  2008. 

Elna  Haden  Read  of  Raleigh,  N.C.,  died 

June  29,  2008. 

Terrell  Edward  Wise  of  Jackson  died  July 

12,  2008. 


The  Multipurpose  Cast-iron 
Pot  and  Burner  Combo* 

And  Gas  Outdoor 
Cooking  Products 

(504)  943-0853 


*Avoiloble  in  4, 10  &  20  gallon  sizes.  Can 

serve  from  10  to  100  hungry  tailgaters. 

Jambalaya  and  other  recommended  recipes 

available  at  cookmesomethinmister.com. 


COOK  ME 
SOMETHIN' 

MISTER! 


www.cookmesomethinmister.com 
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Stormy,  Stormy  Night 

Lightning  crosses  the  Hattiesburg  sky  above  the  Aubrey  K. 
Lucas  Administration  Building  on  an  August  evening.  The  building, 
named  for  the  institution's  sixth  president,  houses  the  offices 
of  the  University  president  and  vice  presidents,  and  is  featured 
prominently  in  the  University's  seal. 

The  administration  building  was  included  in  the  original  1910 
design  of  the  campus  proposed  by  prominent  architect  R.H.  Hunt 
of  Chattanooga,  Tenn.  Construction  of  the  building  began  in  1929 
by  Oden  and  Glenn  Contractors  of  Hattiesburg  at  a  cost  of  5141,000 
and  was  completed  in  time  for  occupancy  during  the  1930  summer 
session.  The  building  underwent  minor  repairs  in  1962,  and  then  in 
1995  was  completely  renovated  to  include  a  new  electrical  system, 
an  elevator,  and  central  heating  and  air  conditioning.  Repairs  to 
the  dome  portion  of  the  Hattiesburg  campus  icon  were  made  early 
in  2007  to  fix  damage  incurred  during  Hurricane  Katrina.  The 
familiar  green  color  has  been  replaced  temporarily  by  copper,  but  as 
the  copper  ages,  the  dome  is  returning  back  to  its  original  look. 

New  to  the  University's  Web  site,  you  can  now  purchase  this 
photo  and  hundreds  of  others  through  the  Office  of  Photography 
Services  at  usm.edu/photoservices. 

Photo  by  Jody  Hicks  '05 
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SOUTHERN  MISS  ALUMNI 
MARKETING  PARTNERS 


Continue  your  support  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Asso- 
ciation by  doing  business  with  the  Association's  Marketing  Partners.  By  utilizing 
the  goods  and  services  of  these  marketing  partners,  you  will  be  generating  ad- 
ditional revenue  to  support  the  programming  and  operations  of  the  Association. 


Bank  of  America 


Bank  Of  America" 

Special  offer  for  Southern  Miss  alumni  and 
friends!  Announcing  a  special  No-Annual-Fee 
MasterCard "  credit  card  now  conveniently 
available  to  Southern  Miss  alumni.  Simply  call 
1 .800.932.2775  for  details  about  the  costs  and 
terms  of  this  offer  or  to  apply  for  the  credit  card. 


jostens 


Josten's 

Official  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Watch.  For 
more  information,  call  1.800.523.0124  and 
request  operator  A22SF. 


&tmm//@% 
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Jumm//  o> ''rutting  and  Hfmming 

Pnntins;  and  Framina.  For  more  information,  call 
1.866.418.0320. 


DiplomaDisplay* 


On  Campus  Marketing 

Specially  Designed  Southern  Miss  Degree 
Frames.  For  more  information,  go  to  www. 
diplomadisplay.com  or  call  1.800.422.4100. 


Alumni  Holidays  International 

Organizing  international  excursions  for 
Southern  Miss  alumni.  For  information  on 
upcoming  trips,  contact  the  Alumni  Association 
at  601.266.5013. 


Balfour 


Balfour 

Official  Southern  Miss  Ring.  For  more  information 
or  to  order,  call  1 .866.B  ALFOUR  and  ask  for 
reference  code  2315. 

Campus  Book  Mart 

Campus  Book  Mart 

Southern  Miss  Apparel  and  Gifts.  For  more 
information,  call  1.888.712.5083. 


Liberty 
Mutual 


MARSH 


Liberty  Mutual 

Liberty  Mutual  is  the  official  home  and  auto  in- 
surer of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association. 
For  more  information,  call  1.800.981.2372. 


Marsh  Alumni  Services 

Whether  it  is  life,  health,  or  long-term  care 
insurance,  you  can  obtain  important  financial 
protection  for  your  family  at  an  affordable  rate 
through  Marsh  Alumni  Services.  For  more 
information,  call  1 .888.560.  ALUM  (2586). 


SOUTHERN  MISS 

TRiViA 


1.  Torris  Magee  caught  an  85-yard  pass  from  Stephen 
Reaves  against  Marshall  in  2007. 

2.  Ray  Guy  launched  a  93-yard  punt  against  Ole  Miss  in 
1972.  Guy's  61 -yard  field  goal  against  Utah  State  that 
year  also  still  stands  as  the  longest  converted  field  goal 
in  school  history. 

3.  T.J.  Slaughter  led  the  Golden  Eagle  defense  with  an 
amazing  26  stops  against  the  Aggies. 

4.  Jeff  Kelly  helped  Southern  Miss  get  past  the  Green 
Wave  with  one  of  the  best  passing  performances  in 
Golden  Eagle  history. 

5.  Brett  Favre  threw  for  7,695  yards  from  1987  to  1990 

HOW'D  YOU  SCORE? 


LAM 


This  listing  contains  current  participants  in  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Alumni  Association's  C.A.R.D.  Program.  By  presenting  either  your  Southern  Miss 
Alumni  Association  annual  dues  membership  card  or  your  Life  Membership 
card,  you  will  receive  the  discount  noted  by  each  participant.  The  program  is 
designed  to  bring  added  value  to  your  membership  in  the  Alumni  Association 
and  to  thank  you  for  your  support  of  Southern  Miss. 


Anderson's  Rug  Market 
Ashley's  Sporting  Goods 
Big  Buck  Sports 
Bourne  Brothers  Printing 
Brownstone's  LLC 
Caliente  Grille 
Chesterfield's 


10%  discount  on  any  rug  purchase 

10%  discount  on  total  purchases 

10%  off  merchandise  (firearms  and  sale  items  excluded) 

10%  discount  on  any  service 

20%  discount  on  entrees 

10%  off  of  total  purchase 

10%  discount  on  food  purchases 


Classic  Concepts/ACE  Home  Center  10%  discount  on  purchases  or  rentals 


10%  off  rack  rate 

10%  off  rack  rate 

20%  discount  on  any  delivery  order 

15%  discount  on  total  purchase  (does  not  apply  to  furniture) 

Free  drink  with  purchase  ofsaadwich 

$200  discount  on  closing  costs  on  mortgage  loans 

20%  discount  on  all  food  &  drink  purchases 

$100  discount  on  mortgage  loan  closing  costs 

15%  discount  on  nightly  room  rate 

10%  discount  on  oil  eyeglasses  and  sunglasses  for 

regular  members  and  20%  discount  for  life  Members 

10%  off  rack  rate 

10%  discount  on  dental  services 

Free  initial  consultation  on  any  contingency  fee  case, 

10%  discount  on  consultation  fee  on  non-contingency  coses 

10%  discount  on  any  purchase 

10%  discount  on  total  purchases 

10%  discount  on  photography,  excluding  senior  portraits 

10%  discount  on  total  purchases 

20%  discount  on  normal  labor  charges 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases 

10%  discount  on  oil  sales 

10%  discount  on  oil  purchases 

10%  discount  on  purchases 

10%  discount  on  selected  items 

10%  discount  on  rental  items  /not  valid  with  other  offer 

10%  discount  on  purchases 

5%  discount  on  rental 

10%  discount  on  selected  items 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

$5.00  off  one  18-hole  round  of  golf 

$250  closing  cost  discount 

15%  discount  on  a  round  of  golf /not  valid  with  other  offers 

15%  discount  on  Southern  Miss-related  signs 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

Free  20  oz.  Drink  or  Slush  with  purchase  ofil  or  §2  Burger 

5%  discount  on  flooring, 

10%  discount  on  furniture  and  accessories 

10%  discount  on  purchases  (cash-ond-carry  excluded) 

10%  discount  with  alumni  card 

10%  discount  on  total  purchase  (sale  items  excluded) 

10%  discount  on  gift  baskets  and  catering 

10%  member  discount,  15%  discount  for  Life  Members 

on  all  services,  not  valid  with  other  discounts 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases  (cash  and  carry  only) 

$1.00  off  order  of  six-inch  sandwich,  side  order  and  large  drink 

$1.00  off  gome  day  party  subs 

10%  off  total  bill 


Comfort  Inn-The  Lodge 

Comfort  Suites  * 

Domino's  Pizza  * 

Expectations 

Firehouse  Subs 

The  First,  A  Natl.  Banking  Assoc. 

Garfield's  Restaurant  * 

Grand  Bank 

Hattiesburg  Inn  * 

Heritage  Vision  Center 

Holiday  Inn 

Hodges  Dental  Clinics 

Hopson  Law  Firm,  PLLC 

J&L  Sales 

Kesslers  Team  Sports 

King  Photography 

Kitchen  Table 

Lance  Computer  Systems 

Leatha's  Bar-B-Que  Inn 

Mike's  Tire  and  Wheel 

More  Ink  Payless,  LLC 

Neblett's  Frame  Outlet 

Nevada  Bob's  Golf  (Coast) 

Oak  Grove  Rental 

Oak  Grove  Plaza  Package  Store 

Outback  Storage  Co. 

Owen's  Business  Machines 

Parris  Jewelers 

Pine  Burr  Country  Club 

Prime  Mortgage,  Inc. 

Shadow  Ridge  Golf  Club 

Signs  First  * 

Simmons  Furniture 

Sonic  Drive  Inn  on  Hwy  11 

Southern  Interiors 

Southland  Florists 
The  Spicy  Pickle 
Stix  &  Stones  Garden  Ctr. 
Tall  Pines  Farm 
Tranquility  Day  Spa 

University  Florist 
Villie's  Subs 

Wintzell's  Oyster  House 

A  All  discounts  subject  to  change  or  termination  without  prior  notice.  Please  verify 
discount  with  provider  before  making  purchase.  'Hattiesburg  locations  only. 
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DISCOVERED  JAZZ. 


LEARNED  TO  PLAY  TENNIS 


BECAME  A  FAN. 


STARTED  MY  CAREER 


MET  THE  LOVE  OF  MY  LIFE 


TIME  TO 

RECONNECT 


For  so  many  of  us,  our  days  at  Southern  Miss  were 
among  the  best  days  of  our  lives.  Reconnect  with 
the   faces,   places   and   memories   that   made   your 
college  experience  special:  Join  Jlie  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Association. 

There's  no  better  way  to  get  back  in  touch  with 
Southern  Miss.  And  there's  no  better  time  than 
during  our  20,000  in  2010  campaign,  a  drive  to  grow 
our  membership  to  20,000  by  the  year  2010. 

So  we  encourage  you  to  continue  your  support  of  the 
Alumni  Association,  and  help  us  bring  fellow  alumni 
back  into  the  family. 


To  find  out  more  about  the  Association 
and  what  it  can  do  for  you,  log  on  to 
SouthernMissAlumni.com. 
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One  Stop  Shopping  for  Students 
New  and  Used  Textbooks 
School  Supplies 


mm,  fxiwpusbooknmfL  vow 


Located  on  Hardy  Street  across  from 
the  main  entrance  to  Campus  by  IHOP 


fifjf 


A  Voice  for  the  Arts  at  Southern  Miss 


An  alliance  between  the  community  and  the  Department  of 
Art  and  Design,  Department  of  Theatre  and  Dance,  and  the 
School  of  Music  at  Southern  Miss,  Partners  for  the  Arts  was 
established  in  1 997  to  support  and  enhance  the  arts;  promote 
arts  education;  and  expand  access  to  regional,  national,  and 
international  arts  events  and  artists.  Let's  Partner! 


The  2008-09  membership  campaign  is  underway.  Become 
a  member,  starting  at  a  $50  contribution,  and  be  assured 
that  your  membership  supports  the  many  arts  events  and 
programs  at  Southern  Miss. 


For  more  information  or  to  join, 

call  601 .266.5922  or  visit 

www.usm.edu/pfta 


AA/EOE/ADAI 


Partnering 

f°ra  Better 

ArtsFuture 


Live  After  Five 

Fall  outdoor  concert  series 
Every  Friday  in  October  •  Historic  Downtown 

Manuel  Barrueco  Concert 

88th  Symphony  Orchestra  Season 
October  9  •  Bennett  Auditorium 

Fiber  Art  &  Quilt  Show 

12th  Biennial  by  the  Pinehelt  Quilters 
ctober  1012  •  Lake  Terrace  Convention  Center 

Mobile  Street  Renaissance  Festival 

Blues,  harheque,  boxing  and  morel 
October  18  •  Historic  Mobile  Street 

Fall  Art  Walk 

Music  and  art-themed  street  party 
October  25  •  Historic  Downtown 


866.4-HATTIE  •  visiUiattie.com 
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SOUTHERN  MISS 


ALUMNI 


The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Alumni  Association 

118  College  Drive,  #5013 


rigJJSi*    Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-5013 
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